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" The liib of a Christian most be a warfiEU*e. And ministers of the 
word must go before the head of the army, sword in hand, and lead 
on the troops after them, being armed and always ready for the onset, 
as in a real battle ; otherwise we shall soon be defeated. We must 
therefinv devote all our energies to God's cause. And anrcB ws 

POSSESS XHB FURS WORD OF CK>D, WB CAHHOT DSFABT FBOV 

IT WITHOUT INJUBT. False teachers will arise, who will lead 
people astray. The devil will never be inactive. He slays some by 
iUse doctrines, whidi he mingles with the true. He is sure to strike 
some, whaterer care we take."— Mabtin Luthbb. 
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ADVEmSEMENT, 



Several learned and elaborate works, exhib- 
iting a large amount of sanctified talent, 
and the warmest attachment to genuine scrip- 
tural truth and Protestant Reformation prin- 
ciples, have recently issued from the press, 
on the present prevailing " Errors of the 
Times." Some of them, however, with all 
their acknowledged excellencies, are too scho- 
lastic, erudite, and controversial to interest 
general readers, or too large and costly for 
widely-extended circulation. With the in- 
tention, therefore, and hope of meeting this 
deficiency, the following work, aiming at 
plainness of style — comprehensiveness in 
range — and varied illustration^ has beer 
prepared and published. 

The masses of the people, need to be far 
more deeply, and thoroughly indocttvxjLfil^^i. 



VI. ADVERTISEMENT. 

with Bible verities, and the distinctive prin- 
ciples of the glorious Keformation from 
Popery than they are at present. The unin- 
formed, and the undecided also, need to be 
armed, forewarned, and defended against the 
dangerous, insidious attacks, and specious 
doctrinal fallacies of numerous semi and 
anti-protestant teachers. 

We live in a most critical period of the 
Church's history. We ask, are there not 
thousands who, as preachers from the pulpit, 
or as authors (in papers fugitive, and in 
works as elaborate continually issuing from 
the press) are doing aU they can to lead away 
the minds of our population from the sim- 
plicity and spirituality of the gospel, by repu- 
diating the doctrine of Justification by Faith 
alone in Jesus ? Are there not multitudes 
who are strenuously endeavouring to re-intro- 
duce into professedly protestant England the 
reign of superstition, and aiming again to 
enslave the human mind by reconmiending 
and coimtenancing a return to unmeaning 
ceremonial rites, and anti-scriptural tenets, 
and popish absurdities and observances ? — 



ADVERTISEMENT. vii. 

To each of these several enquiries, let " the 
signs of the times" give a faithful reply. 

To expose, therefore, and confiite the here- 
sies which are being widely and indefatigably 
promulgated — to exhibit the nature of the true 
" FAITH," and some of the dangers to which at 
present it is exposed— and to endeavour to 
arouse the too dormant energies of Christians 
of all denominations to arise and earnestly 
contend for it — are the important objects 
which have been kept constantly in view by 
the writer of the ensuing pages. 

The work is now commended to the bles- 
sing of the Great Head of the Church, and 
the candid consideration of the reader. May 
its perusal eminently promote the cause (not 
of party, but) of genuine Protestantism — of 
uncorrupted evangelical truth, as revealed 
and embodied in " THE FAITH once 

DELIVEBED TO THE SAINTS." — AmEN. 



May 25, 1843. 
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PRELIMINARY 0B8ERTATI0NS. 

Every true christian, whatever may be the 
doctrinal peculiarities of his creed, or the dis- 
tinctive epithet and ecclesiastical polity of the 
church to which he belongs, is, nevertheless, 
a SOLDIER of Jesus Christ. And whether, in 
the all-wise allotments of Divine Providence, 
be be placed in the honourable and exposed 
position of a sentinel or watchman on the walls 
of Zion, or appointed to a more humble station 
in the general ranks of the army of the living 
God — he is bound, at all times, to be all eye, 
all ear, both as to the movements of the enemy, 
as well as in reference to the commands and 
interests of the Captain of salvation, under 
whose banners he is called to endure hardships 
as a soldier of Jesus Christ, and to fight the 
good fight of faith. Accordingly, sleepless 
jealousy to preserve unsullied all that pertains 
to the divine honour, and an ever present sen- 
sitive tenderness and zeal for every thing that 
regards the vital interests of scriptural UwnJcv — ^^ 

A. 



2 APATHY DEXOUNGED. 

purity, New-Testament simplicity, spirituality, 
and efficiency of christian worship, and the 
growing triumphs of the cause of genuine religion 
in the various sections of the Church of God, 
are amongst the distinguishing features which 
should ever characterize all the true disciples 
of Jesus Christ. And of whatever name, 
denomination, or community such may be, 
those who feel this holy jealousy for the divine 
honour, and who act faithfully and fearlessly 
for the cause of God and truth, thus prove 
themselves to be the true soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
and the genuine members of that One Uni- 
versal Church, which the Saviour redeemed by 
his atoning sacrifice, when on Calvary's cross he 
willingly shed his precious blood as a ransom 
for many. 

Therefore, the man who can look with 
apathetical indifference, and without having, 
like St. Paul, " his spirit stirred within him," on 
such a scene as that pourtrayed by Isaiah, 
(chap. X., V. 14) when he said, " Truth is fallen 
in the.streets^ and equity cannot enter; yea, truth 
faileth, "«-such a man, let him occupy whatever 
station 'he may in the outward sections of the 
visible church, or let him make whatever profes- 
wons he please, as to his orthodoxy, love of truth, 
and christian zeal, we unhesitatingly aver, that 
unless he continually feel and properly exemplify 



LUK£WARMNESS PREVALENT. 3 

holy and indignant sorrow when '' truth is fallen 
in the streets/' he is not a truly consistent christ- 
ian; he is not acting the part of a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ, because he is not valiant for the 
truth. Yet, that there are multitudes of such 
lukewarm professors cannot be denied^ and that 
the words of the prophet Jeremiah (see chap. 
ix. V. 3} are not mere unfulfilled prediction, but 
painful, actual description, the abounding here- 
sies of the present day and the " signs of the 
times" fully verify; for to many ministers of 
religion and baptized protestants, it is to be 
feared that these words are awfully, because 
justly applicable, where Jeremiah says, " They 
bend their tongues like their bows for lies, but 
they are not valiant for the truth ; for they pro- 
ceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, 
saith the Lord." 

In reference to the continued purity and pro- 
gress of true protestant principles, the day in 
which we live is truly portentous. The enemy, 
under the disguise of truth, has come in like a 
flood! " If we seriously contemplate the age 
in which we are destined to exist, there is enough 
to excite more than ordinary solicitude, and to 
arrest the attention of every considerate member 
of civil society; whether regarding himself as an 
integral portion of the body politic, or as sus- 
taining a holier character, he ideut\^^% Vvyccl^jj^ 

a2 



4 SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

as a fellow-citizen with the saints, and of the 
household of faith. For that man surely can 
have no very well founded claims to any pre- 
tensions to penetration or piety, who, looking 
around him upon England, Europe, and the 
world, should say, he sees nothing ominous in 
the temper and aspects of the times — nothing to 
awaken extraordinary expectation in public and 
ecclesiastical affairs, whether contemplated in 
a political or religious point of view. Con- 
cerning such an one, we are at a loss what to 
do; whether to pity his gross stupidity and 
want of common observation, or to weep over 
his impiety as betrayed in his non-recognition 
of the wonder-working hand of an almighty 
providence, in the surprising events which are 
continually occurring before our eyes. There 
have been periods in the world's history, when 
human affairs have seemed stagnant, when 
society was quiescent, and the human mind 
appeared to lie like the great leviathan asleep 
upon the surface of the ocean, when it has been 
in a great calm. Altogether contrary is the 
character of the age in which we live. Every 
thing, now, appears sensitive with life, and 
energetic in action. This is not the day for the 
tolerance of drones. An idler in the church or 
in the world is held in deserved abhorrence. 
Never were the emissaries of the Evil One more 



WAR OF OPINIONS. O 

restless; never were it more needful for the sons 
of God to be wrought up to a general and zealous 
assiduity^ in behalf of the cause of God and the 
interests of saving truth/** The signs of the 
times are singularly ominous. In the political^ 
in the commercial^ in the ecclesiastical world, 
'' men's hearts are failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming 
upon the earth." The spirit of restlessness and 
change, as the genius of the storm which is now 
wildly sweeping over us, seems to be troubling 
the whole surface of society, and lashing into 
foam and fury the agitated and clashing ele- 
ments of the church and the world; and only 
He, whose almighty power once authoritatively 
said to the angry surges of the deep, ** Peace, be 
still," and immediately there was a great calm, 
can bring back purity and quietude to a dis- 
tracted and divided church, or give solace and 
serenity to an excited and afflicted world. 

At the present period, there is a war of antag- 
onist interests, a war of opinions. Theories and 
principles, both in science and religion, are 
being tried and analyzed; and every avowed 
and genuine protestant, as to his religious belief, 
ought to be able to give scriptural authority for 

* See Radford's Sermons on <* The Signs of the Times 
Practically Considered," pp. 5 and 37. 



6 IMPLICIT CREDENCE CENSURED. 

all his views, a scriptural reason for the hope 
that is in him, with meekness and fear, and 
scriptural precedent or precepts for the practices 
which he pursues. Implicit credence and blind 
submission to mere sacerdotal authority and 
usurpation, might do to be passively yielded 
to popes, and lordly prelates, and tyrannizing 
priests, in the dark ages of ignorance and papal 
superstition; but that man must be pronounced 
of unsound mind, or regarded as the possessor 
of a very weak intellect, who thus acts amidst 
the light and liberty of the nineteenth century. 
For — " we live in an age more wakeful, enter- 
))rising, and scrutinizing, than any that has ever 
risen in the history of nations; and now, whilst 
many run to and fro, and knowledge is thus 
increased, the necessary watchword is — ' Prove 
all things, hold fast that which is good.' Hence, 
a spirit of caution and devout deference to the 
supreme authority of the Bible is becoming more 
and more needful every day, in proportion as 
dangerous heresies increase in potency, and are 
industriously circulated every where around." * 
And most insidious and deceptive are the ad- 
vances of error on this particular subject* and at 

• See a Lecture on " Baptism not Regeneration," de- 
livered before the Louth Church-Union Society, by the 
Rev. A. Paton, M. A., of Queen's College, Cambridge. 



CONGEALED FOES OF PROTESTANTISM. 7 

this peculiar juncture; for^ under the specious 
pretence of deference to antiquity^ and respect 
for the primitive models^ the foundations of our 
common protestantism are heing undeimined 
by men who dwell vnthin her walls; and those 
who sit in the Reformers* seats^ are traducing the 
Reformation. The doctrines they promulgate 
are allied to those of the Romish Churchy and 
opposed to the articles of the Church of England. 
The propagators of these tenets unblushingly 
speak and write in terms of disparagement in 
reference to the English Reformers, and of the 
protestant church generally, and do not scruple 
to assert " that the Reformation was carried to 
too great an extent" Accordingly, the desire 
has been avowed, even by professedly protestant 
clergymen, " to un^protestantise the nation ! ! *** 
Therefore, the extraordinary antagonism appa- 

* The Rev. Mr. Newman, and Professor Eeble, of 
Oxford (the co-a^iutors of Dr. Pusey) edited and pub- 
lished the ** Sermons and Remains of the Rev. Mr. 
Froude." This ordained presbyter of the Church of Eng. 
land thus writes, and his editors re-iterate and stuaction 
the following anti -protestant expressions: — ** I am every 
day," says Froude, ** becoming a less and less loyal son 
of the Reformation."— << Really I hate the Reformation 
and Reformers more and more." — ** The Reformation was 
a limb badly set; it must be broken again, in order to be 
righted." — ^' Odious Protestantism ' Reformation shocking 
indeed!" But hear now, in contrast, what thftn(T\VKt.%^^ 



8 THE TRACTARIANS. 

rent amongst various sections of the church at 
the present hour is not surprising; for who can 
Tiew with stolid unconcern the spectacle which 
the men, who boastingly call themselves " the 
priesthood of the Church of England/' at this 
crisis of the history of that Church present ? A 
fearful number of its appointed religious in- 
structors are now to be seen Joined arm in arm, 
deliberately and confessedly walking back (and 
under the sanction and guidance, too, of epis- 
copal direction) to Roman mummeries, monkish 
absurdities, and papistical blasphemies and 
idolatries; yet each retaining and taking with 
him his full share of protestant temporalities, 
although trying to cover the retrograde move- 
ment with the shout — "The church, the church 1" 
— " The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 

the '* Tracts for the Times" say in reference to the Popish 
hierarchy. They respectfully call her ** the elder sister 
of the Church of England/' ** our beloved sister in cap- 
tivity," ** our dear elder sister in affliction;" and as if 
fearful lest the protestants of this country should stray 
too far from ^ our dear elder sister," in their tract entitled 
** Via Media" the following words occur, which are as 
false as to fact, as they are defamatory in their real ten- 
dency. — " The glory (says the writer) of the English 
Church is, that it has taken the middle way. It (the 
Church) lies between the (so-called) Reformers and the 
Romanists/' See Tracts for the Times, Nos. 38 and 41. 
Thus they laud popery, and revile protestantism. 



CERTAIN ERRORS DENOUNCED. 9 

Lord are we,** This being unquestionably the 
present appalling aspect of ecclesiastical affairs 
in certain portions of the episcopal community^ 
the writer of these pages would be faithless to 
his conscience, faithless to the Church of Christ, 
faithless to his Redeemer and his God, if he did 
not sound an alarm in the camp of Israel — if he 
did not exhort, from the pulpit and the press, 
all genuine protestants, of every evangelical 
denomination, to '' earnestly contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints." And, never- 
theless, he would deem himself faithless still, if 
he did not, in the most plain, positive, and 
unequivocal manner, denounce and endeavour 
to expose all the peculiarities of Tractarianism, 
as embodied in the numerous publications which 
have emanated from the pens of Dr. Pusey and 
his party at Oxford, as unquestionably papist- 
ical ia their bearings, consequently anti-christian 
in their character, and therefore awfully danger- 
ous and destructive in their ultimate tendency, 
both to souls individually, and to the Church of 
England collectively considered. The time is 
fully come, then, when the people and their 
spiritual pastors must all take their appropriate 
stations, either in the ranks of the partizans, or 
amongst the opponents of that semi-popish 
divinity recently re-introduced, and so sophist- 
ically and industriously propounded byPcofesa^x. 



10 DECISION REQUIRED. 

Keble, the Rev. J. H. Newman^ B.D.^ Ticar 
of St. Mary-the- Virgin, Oxford ; the Rev. Dr. 
Pusey, and others. For an affected neutrality 
will be branded as perfidy to the cause of truth; 
whilst silence and reserve will be regarded as a 
very suspicious omen by the adherents of either 
side, because both parties are now loudly ex- 
claiming in the hearing of all — " He that is not 
with us, is against us; and he that gatherelh not 
with us, scaitereth abroad,^' 

It is the opinion of many pious and judicious 
individuals, that if matters proceed in the 
national Church as they have retrograded the 
last ten years (for it was in the year 1833 
that the Hebrew Proflessor at Oxford more pub- 
licly broached and re-introduced those tenets, 
which have since been called, after his name, 
Puseyism), that before another quarter of a 
century the battle of Protestantism will have to 
be fought over ag^n in England; and therefore, 
woe be to the men and the ministers who are 
not found *' valiant for the truth." The time is 
coming, when (ministers especially, cannot with 
impunity neglect this controversy; it must be 
scripturally studied, and thoroughly understood 
and mastered, by all who may make any claim 
to be considered as <' masters in Israel." For w 
)iave much more reason to fear the lurki^ 
popery which is within the Church of £nglf 



oxford's anti-protestantism. 11 

than all the popery which is out of it. Many 
of the men of Oxford and their proselytes have 
left the safe and scriptural level track of pure 
protestant principles, and they are now on the 
dangerous and inclined plane of tradition and 
superstitious veneration for the ancient fathers. 
They are going rapidly downhill towards all the 
errors of the dark ages, in proportion as they 
draw nearer and nearer to the papistical tenets, 
and re-adopt the usages, formerly protested 
against, of the apostate Church of Rome.* 
They seem driving on, with fearful impetus and 
accelerated speed, as fast as they dare, from the 
simplicity of the gospel; and accordingly, the 
Church of England (if this party gain the ascen- 
dancy) will be either overthrown and dashed to 
pieces by their temerity, or else only stop when 

* Out of about eighty Professors who are instructing the 
rising clergy at Oxford, it is stated, in the public prints, 
that thirty of them are avowedly Puseyistic in their sen- 
timents, and thus openly infusing pernicious, because 
semi-popish, errors into the minds of those who attend 
their lectures; that thirty maintain a dubious silence as 
to the glorious doctrines taught by our best and early 
Reformers; whilst about twenty only honestly oppose the 
popish dogmas which are propagated by the authors of 
the ninety " Tracts for the Times." Thus only one- 
fourth of the public teachers in that national school of 
learning are yaliant for protestant truth. Nor is Cam- 
bridge Uniyersity much less contamln.8.tAd\ i^orc ^Xv^ 



12 THE PLAGUE OF THE PAPACY. 

they have carried it down into the very depths 
and mire of popery! Who can look on^ and 
not shudder for the issue ! Who can mark the 
present movement among most of the bishops^ 
and through every grade of the episcopal clergy, 
and not sigh for the cause of God and truth ! 
The plague of the papacy is already broken out 
in the camp of the English episcopal Establish- 
ment, and the God of truth only knows how far 
it may spread its pestiferous influence — when 
the plague may be stayed, and where at last it 
will end. These being the feelings and solemn 
forebodings of the writer, he would affectionately 
address his countrymen as to their present impe- 
rative duty, and therefore, adopting the language 
of the holy apostle J ude, he feels himself bound 
to say — " It was needful for me to exhort you, 
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered to the saints." 



<< Camden Society," (which includes amongst its mem- 
hers some of the chief officers of the University, besides 
two archbishops and fourteen bishops,) by some of the 
strange tracts which they have published, show that they 
have already widely departed from the simplicity of 
New Testament Christianity, and the doctrines and spirit 
of the Reformation as found in the articles and homilies 
of the Church of England. Thus we see, that both at 
Oxford and Cambridge the putrid leaven of abominable 
popery is most awfully and actively at worki ■ 



POPERY ON THE ADVANCE. 13 

Awake ! awake ! then, fellow-countrymen, to 
the fact that popery IS ADVANCING! But 
mark well, how and where it is advancing. Not 
in the Kirk of Scotland, or amongst evangelical 
Congregationalists, or Wesleyan Methodists, or 
the Baptists. — No! but it is in the Established 
Church, and nowhere else amongst nominal pro- 
testants in this country, that popery is doing its 
deadly work, and rapidly diffusing its degrading 
and destructive influence; stamping credulity as 
faith, the true faith as heresy; branding truth as 
falsehood, and calling falsehood truth; forging 
chains of error and superstition for the human 
mind, in the name of that truth which in its 
essence is light, and in its spirit the charter of 
liberty to all mankind. Shall we then indulge 
ourselves in inglorious ease ? Shall the watch- 
men on the walls be silent ? Have we no pe- 
culiar principles, which do not demand to be 
watched over with a perpetual solicitude? 
What! are the times so friendly to gospel doc- 
trine, that we need not fear the assaults of error ? 
What! has there been a truce proclaimed, and 
articles of honourable peace ratified, between 
the powere of light and the powei*s of darkness, 
that now the christian soldier may afford to lay 
down the weapons of his spiritual warfare, and 
betake himself to the bed of easy slumber, there 
to enjoy from this time foi-wa.Yd ^ ^wa^ cAViW?^ 



14 A CRISIS. 

and undisturbed repose ? W hat ! has millennial 
glory burst upon the world, so that henceforth 
there shall be nothini^ that shall hurt or destroy 
in all the holy mountain of the Lord ? No ! 
no! no! — far, far otherwise! For if there ever 
was a day, when it was needful for all genuine 
protestants and spiritual members of christian 
churches to prayerfully study the Scriptures; 
intelligently to understand their distinctive 
principles; and to stand steadfastly by their 
religious principles; it is the present eventful 
and trying period in which we live. Now is the 
time, of all times, when we should buy the truth 
and sell it not, when we should *' believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they be 
of God, because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world." For surely in this day of 
abounding and abominable heresy, when popery, 
as avowedly opposed to and beyond the bounds 
of the Church of England — and Tractarianism, 
the sister of popery, though begotten and bom 
at Oxford, and nurtured by Dr. Pusey and 
others within the pale of the Establishment, are 
each, in their several ways, attempting to under- 
mine all that is peculiarly valuable and scrip- 
tural in the essential doctrines of protestantism ; 
if, too, fundamental truths, for which apostles 
agonized, and martyrs and confessors willingly 
shed their blood at the stake, are being distorted. 



ERRORISTS COMPLIMENTED. 16 

dishonoured, and contemned, or recommended 
to be kept back in " reserve ;"* if ill-disguised 
popish error, meretriciously bedizened in innu- 
merable specious garbs something like truth, is 
being superstitiously displayed, and assiduously 
promulgated from many a pulpit by many a 
priest, and even courteously complimented by 
mitred dignitaries of the church ;f — if all this is 
transpiring around us, then surely it is high 
time for private christians, and the scriptural 
" bishops" of New Testament churches, to gird 
on the armour, to endure hardness as the good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ, and to '' contend earn- 
estly for the faith once delivered to the saints." 

• See Tract No. 80, entitled, << On Reserve in Comma, 
nicating Religious Knowledge." The object of this tract 
is, to attempt to show to the clergy that the doctrine of the 
atonement, and other grand traths, ought not to be Jully 
and frequently preached to the common people! ! 

f The Bishop of London, in his recent charge, com- 
mences the second part of it with a warm enlogium upon 
the Tractarian writers, for their zeal in reviving certain 
forms and '< bodily exercises" which had fallen into 
desuetude. Thus graciously speaks Dr. Blomfield: — ^* We 
are much indebted to those learned and pious men, who 
have forcibly recalled our attention to a branch of duty 
too long imperfectly performed." Such is the commend- 
atory language of this prelate, when alluding to a class of 
writers, who have embodied in the ninety ** Tracts for the 
Times" almost every tenet peculiar to popery > "wbiCk «x^>&k- 



16 NEUTRALITY INADMISSIBLE. 

To live in times^ when, and to be placed in 
circumstances where, the sacred interests of " the 
faith once delivered to the saints," or a good 
conscience must be sacrificed, if an inglorious 
silence or a cowardly neutrality be maintained, is 
an unenviable position. For if you speak out, 
and valiantly contend for the faith, you must 
break peace with many ; yet if you keep back 
from coming to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty, you must connive at what is unscrip- 
tural in theory, and dangerous to souls in ten- 



disguised Romanists in sentiment and feeling, who re- 
commend to hold back a part of the counsel of God, and 
who seize every opportunity of traducing the Reformation, 
and Tilifying the honoured memory of the martyrs of the 
Protestant Church!! — but whose main and covert 
object appears to be, to re introduce as many popish 
dogmas, rites and ceremonies, and foolish rubrical ob- 
servances as they possibly can, into the discipline and 
worship of the professedly protestant chu rch. The Bishop 
of Exeter has also, in his charge (see pp. 5 to 15), given 
lengthened commendation to the Oxford Tracts; though 
disapproving of the last and worst of them, No. 90. But 
he has proceeded further, and withdrawn his licence, and 
thus suspended the Rev. Mr. Babb, of Tumchapel, near 
Plymouth, " for the great crime (says the Devonport 
Telegraph) of declaring his hostility to the errors of the 
Puseyite doctrines, and for warning his flock not to hear 
those who held them." For this Dr. Phillpotts has silenced 
him!! 
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dency^ and thus sin against conscience^ truth, 
and God. Therefore to attempt, or even to wish, 
to preserve silence^ our own ease, private friend- 
ships, or outward reputation^ at the expense of 
that which the Eternal has revealed as saving 
and essential truth, is at once treason against 
God, injustice to the souls of fellow immortals, 
and execrable perfidy to the cause of genuine 
protestantism in our own country and the world 
at large. The susceptible mind of the plaintive 
prophet Jeremiah felt much inward commotion, 
between the yearnings of desire for peace, and 
the dictates of duty, as to continued opposition 
to the degeneracy of the times in which he lived. 
And as duty and private feeling were not then 
in happy combination, he exclaimed, " Woe is 
me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man 
of strife, and a man of contention to the whole 
earth !" Something similar to this the christian 
soldier frequently feels. And if it be a woe to 
be bom to strife, and a sorrow to be called to 
contention, nothing can reconcile a good man 
and a lover of peace to duties so painful (yet 
sometimes imperative in the church), but the 
solemn conviction that the voice of his Captain 
calls him to battle, that he wields no weapon 
but the sword which Christ came to send on the 
earth ; and that if he seem compelled to assume 

a hostile attitude and bearm^, \\.S& qx\^ ^ds^V^Ss^ 

a9 
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the champion of truth, not because he is pug- 
nacious or quarrelsome^ but rather because 
Bible verities are dearer to him even than 
peace, and the purity of the faith infinitely 
more valuable in his esteem^ than a questionable 
tranquillity. And on these accounts only can 
he bring his mind into a state of willingness to 
blow the trumpet of war, to disturb a dangerous 
and destructive peace with the apostles of Error ; 
in order the better, ultimately, to consolidate 
and preserve the vital and improtant interests of 
the " truth as it is in Jesus," " the doctrine 
which is according to godliness," — " the faith 

WHICH WAS ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS." 

Influenced, then, by these painful, yet mo- 
mentous considerations, the writer of the fol- 
lowing pages affectionately invites the serious 
attention of all the members of the church of 
Christ scriptu rally to contemplate the object for 
which they are to contend — in connection, 
also, with the spirit of earnestness which they 
are to exemplify. For by the specious writings 
and indefatigable efforts of infidels, papists, 
semi-protestants, and superficial professors of 
religion, the cause of God, and Bible truth is 
perilled — the tenets of the Reformers damaged 
— and the vital and invaluable interests of our 
common protestantism endangered. 



SCEMUMI CONTENTION FOE THE FAITH 

EXPLAINED. 



PABT I. 

" THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED UNTO THE SAINTS," VIEWED 
AS AN OBJECT OF INCALCULABLE IMPORTANCE, AND 
SPECIAL INTEREST; ARISING FROM THE PECULIAR 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF ITS PRESENT JEOPARDY. 

Truth, in its genuine form, in every age has 
been exposed to injury and perversion. As 
pristine innocence was not long preserved in- 
violate in paradise, so gospel truth soon lost its 
virgin purity and simplicity in the Church of 
Christ. The stream of primitive Christianity 
soon mingled in its course with Judaizing prin- 
ciples. Gnostic philosophy. Pagan polytheism, 
and Romish superstition. The early corruptions 
of Christianity have been a theme on which 
sceptical writers have wickedly exulted; whilst 
men of another spirit would willingly, if pos- 
sible, have thrown over it all an impenetrable 
veil. But the fact, melancholy and painfully 
humiliating as it is, could wot \i^ ^oraRAK^^^^ 
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that the faith once delivered to the saints, in its 
entireness and purity, was not long preserved 
unadulterated from the admixture of human 
error in the Christian Church, after the death 
and resurrection of the august Founder of our 
hjly religion. For scarcely had our divine and 
glorious Redeemer finished the work of man*s 
salvation, and ascended to heaven — scarcely 
had New Testament churches been gathered 
together, and organized by the primitive 
preachers of the gospel, before heresies and 
schisms began to appear in these infant 
communities, and ''men arose speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them.*' 
And thus we see that delusive errors, in vast 
varieties of form and virulence, like swarms 
of destructive locusts, soon invaded the fair 
territory of the primitive church, and bereft of 
much of its beauty, verdure, and fertility the 
fragrant and flourishing garden of the Lord. 
It was this lamentable state of things, which 
led the apostle Jude to exhort those who were 
" sanctified by God the Father, preserved in 
Christ Jesus, and called,** " to earnestly contend 
for the faith.** For (says he) " there are certain 
men crept in unawares, ungodly men, turning 
the grace of God into lasciviousness, and deny- 
ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ" The same necessity as existed in 



I 
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apostolic times^ bears, perhaps with equal or 
even with more urgency, upon every lover of 
divine truth in the present day. 

Now, by the very strong and peculiar phrase- 
ology adopted by Jude, we may reasonably 
conclude, that the object for which he recom- 
mends such earnestness — an earnestness similar 
to that exhibited by the wrestlers and gladiators 
when struggling and fighting for the " corrupt- 
ible crown" in the Olympic Games — ^must be 
something of vast and superlative value, and 
rendered an object of still additional interest 
from the circumstance of its liability to injury, 
and exposedness to assault and danger. It is 
the part of foolish children to contend for 
trifles, and it were folly to agonize for that 
which is base .and valueless. Straws are not 
worth contention; but for crowns and kingdoms, 
for scriptural principles, and for " the faith," 
men have been often found who would expose 
their lives, and even willingly shed their blood. 
And it is " the faith" once delivered to the 
saints, for which Jude sounds the trump of war, 
and which he points to, as an object every way 
worthy of awakening the most intense solicitude, 
and as demanding and warranting, on the part 
of every faithful soldier of Jesus, the most 
strenuous contention and self-denying exertions. 

The term " the faith," by an usual \3aft.tc^- 
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nymy, is frequently in scriptural phraseology 
put for the objects and subjects of faith, viz. the 
doctrines, the precepts, the duties of the gospel. 
It is in this sense that the term is used by the 
apostle Paul in Romans iii. 31^ where he says, 
" Do we then make void the law through faith 
[or the gospel as opposed to the law] ? God 
forbid ; yea, we establish the law :'* also in Ga- 
latians iii. 23, the apostle uses the term ** faith" 
to sigpaify the gospel, and says, " But before faith 
[or the gospel] came, we were kept under the 
law, slmt up unto the faith [the gospel] which 
should afterwards be revealed."* From these 
quotations, then, it is sufficiently evident that 
the term " the faith," as thus summarily used, ^ 
is frequently intended to denote — the whole 
revealed system of divine truth, as contained in 
the canonical books of the Holy Scriptures; and 
which, as including doctrine and duty, namely, 
the dogmata (or principles) to be believed, and 
the practices to be embodied in our lives, whether 
acting in the world or worshipping in the church, 
is variously denominated as — the word of God — 
the word of faith — the mystery of faith — the 
common faith — your most holy faith. Now as 
to this sublime system of divinely inspired 

* See Luther on the Galatians, Macknight on the 
Epistles, and Hodges on the Romans. 
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truths^ it may well be emphatically designated, 
by way of supreme and deserved distinction, 
*' THE FAITH," Seeing that it must be received in 
the exercise of a cordial, a confiding, an implicit 
faith. For although there is nothing revealed 
in it against the principles of right reason, yet 
many of the mysterious doctrines of holy scrip- 
ture are infinitely above and far beyond erring 
reason's unassisted limited powers and puny 
grasp; and hence, the ignorance of man and 
the natural present darkness of his depraved 
understanding require divine irradiation, before 
he can properly apprehend and savingly receive 
the fundamental doctrines of our ** most holy 
faith." Accordingly, man's mental obscurity, 
sin, and misery being acknowledged, his present 
degenerate state proves the absolute necessity 
that exists for all the merciful revelations and 
provisions of the gospel. And so, whilst the 
work of the blessed Redeemer exhibits the plan 
and substance of the gospel, and the promised 
influences of the Holy Spirit secure and seal 
the application of the several blessings of the 
gospel ; at last, the unveiled glories of heaven, as 
witnessed by the blood-bought and triumphant 
church above, will collectively and eternally 
realize, all that " the faith," revealed in the 
glorious gospel of the ever-blessed God; and 
of which it may be truly said, ** T\\v^ S& ^^ 
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word, which by the gospel is preached unto 
you." 

Now in reference to the term " the faith;" 
before its full import can be intelligibly com- 
prehended, it will be requisite to consider two 
distinct points in connection therewith, namely, 
the nature of " the faith" itself, and then, the 
transmission of the faith. For Jude exhorts to 
contend earnestly for the faith — not of Calvin, 
not of Arminius, not of Wickliff or John Knox, 
not of Mahomet or Confucius, not of Priestley, 
not of Pusey — but you are to contend for the 
faith '* once delivered to the saints** Observe 
then, by way of explanation. 

First. In reference to the nature of the 
FAITH, there must be distinctly considered as 
included in this one general and comprehensive 
term the following particulars: viz., primarily — 
the principles and doctrines of the true faith ; 
then — the practice and motive power thereof; 
and finally — the propagation, vindication, and 
extended exhibition of the faith. Does the 
docile and anxious enquirer after saving pro- 
testant truth ask — What are some of the leading 
principles, the fundamental and essential doc- 
trines, of " the faith" once delivered to the saints? 
Before we reply to this most reasonable and truly 
momentous question, we pause for a moment to 
hear what Martin Luther, the great Protestant 
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Reformer of Germany, who, to our mind*s eye, 
seems at this moment advancing towards us, 
has to say to us, at this crisis, on the present 
subject. Mark the words of the venerable man 
of Eisleben, who was once the deluded monk 
of Erfurt. — He speaks! — hear him candidly: 
" To the language of the fathers, of men, of 
angels, I oppose neither antiquity nor numbers, 
but the single word of the eternal Majesty, even 
thai gospel, which they themselves are compelled 
to acknowledge. Here is my hold, my stand, 
my resting place, my glory, and my triumph. 
I little heed the words of men, whatever may 
have been their sanctity; nor am I anxious 
about tradition, or doubtful customs. The 
WORD OF God is above all. If the Divine 
Majesty be on my side, what care I for the rest, 
though a thousand Augustines and a thousand 
Cyprians should be against me? God can 
neither err nor deceive. Augustine, Cyprian, 
and all the saints can err, and have erred" 
Thus spake Martin Luther. O! to be more 
imbued with his noble, independent, bible- 
honouring spirit! Making then the Scriptures, 
and the Scriptures alone, our guide in this en- 
quiry, and not listening at all to the pretended 
authority of the English, Scottish, or Romish 
Church, because uninspired authority cannot 
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add one iota to the paramount claims of in- 
spired truth; not going to Oxford to consult 
Dr. Pusey, or to Geneva to enquire of John 
Calvin; not deigning even to stay and ask what 
any humanly composed, and therefore unau- 
thoritative creeds say on the subject; not giving 
heed at all to the decisions of popish councils, 
or writings and traditions of fathers, or ecclesi- 
astical convocations, or sy nodical assemblies; 
not at all appealing to rubrics or homilies — 
spuming all these; but solemnly and consci- 
entiously believing that the bible alone is a sufft- 
dent arbiter in all matters of faith, practice, and 
worship, we proceed to reply to the question, and 
assert that some of the more essential and leading 
doctrines of " the faith" are as follow : — 

I. As regards — ^The being, nature, and 

ATTRIBUTES OF THE GoDHEAD— 

" The faith" includes, the doctrine of the 
Trinity. That there are three Persons in the 
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost; that these three are mysteriously, inex- 
plicably one, the same in substance, equal in 
power and glory. And inseparably connected 
with this sublime verity, is the doctrine of the 
proper Deity and Sonship of Jesus Christ; and 
the divinity, personality, and efficacious influ*' 
ences of the Holy Spirit. 
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II. As to what relates to — ^The primitiyb 

STATE ASS) PRESENT CONDITION OF MAN 

The doctrine of " the faith" on these points^ 
includes the belief of the originally happy and 
holy state of our first parents^ and the early and 
entire corruption of human nature^ by the fall 
of the first man Adam, as the federal head of 
the whole human family; for all mankind sinned 
in him, and fell with him, in the first trans- 
gression.-'^Also, the imputation of Adam's guilt 
to all his posterity, and the entire impotence of 
fallen man, in and of himself, to do any thing 
really good and acceptable in the sight of God, 
until regenerated and made *' a new creature'' 
in Christ Jesus, not by water baptism,* but by 
the special agency and influences of God the 
Holy Spirit Therefore, no outward rites or 
creature-administered ordinances (popishly 



* Latimer, Bishop of Winchester, the distinguished 
adTOcate of protestantism, the fearless ezposer of the 
abominations of popery — and who was burnt at Oxford 
in the reign of bloody Mary, in consequence of his zeal 
for ** the true faith"— has left the following testimony: — 
(' Christ saith, ' Except a man be bom from above, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.' He must have regene- 
ration; and what is regeneration? — It is not to be christ- 
ened in water, as these firebrands, these papists expound 
it, and nothing else. How is it to be expounded then ? 
S(. Peter saith, * we must be bom acsaia.* B.wrV— ^^V 
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called " sacraments**), however, wherever, or 
by whomsoever performed, can in the least pos- 
sible degree affect a sinner's spiritual state, or 
procure for him the favour of God. 

III. As to what concerns — ^The acts of sove- 
reign GRACE, IN THE FaTHER, SoN, AND HoLT 

Spirit, in behalf of the redeemed of man- 
kind — 

In the faith ence delivered to the saints, is 
included: — ^The doctrine of Jehovah's unmerited 
yet everlasting love. — Eternal and personal 
election. — ^The covenant of grace entered into 
with the Saviour. — Redemption by the atoning 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, offered on the cross for 
all his blood -bought family. — Full and free 
justification alone, through faith in the finished 
work and the imputed righteousness of the God- 
man Mediator. — Pardon and reconciliation, 
through personally appropriating views of the 



by a mortal seed, but by an immortal. What is this 
immortal seed? — By the word of the liying God preached 
and opened. Thus cometh in our new birth," 

Hooper also, Bishop of Gloacester, who was con- 
demned by Gardiner and other popish bishops, in the 
reign of Mary, has left on record the following testimony 
against the delusion of baptismal regeneration. He says, 
'< A hypocrite, an infidel, may receiye the external tiffn of 
baptism, and yet be no christian man any the more, as 
Simon Magus and others." 
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efficacy of the vicarious Victim's precious 
blood. — Regeneration and Sanctification^ by the 
blessed and freely imparted influences of the 
Holy Spirit, progressive holiness of heart and 
life, flowing as the consequence. — Final perse- 
verance, through the continually supplied and 
supporting power of invincible grace. — The 
immediate happiness of the souls of the faithful, 
after their departure out of this present time 
state. — ^The future resurrection of the body, and 
after just retribution has been awarded to 
all by Christ as the universal Judge, the more 
complete and eternal glorification of his saints 
in those heavenly mansions, which, at his as- 
cension, he went to prepare above for all his 
genuine disciples, by virtue of his abundant 
merits and prevalent intercession, as the great 
High Priest before the throne on high. 

IV. As to what respects — ^Thb One Uni- 
versal Church of Jesus Christ; its nature, 
constituent members, officers, and ordi- 
nances — 

The doctrine of " the faith" includes the belief, 
that as to its nature, the Church of Christ is One, 
holy, catholical (or general), corporate body. 
That the invisible part consists of the beatified 
hierarchy triumphant above; but that the visible 
part of the True Church is distributed over the 
face of the trlobe, divided by nations, distin- 
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guished by various names and creeds, and 
comprises the church militant below; and that 
both these include^ in one vast and aggregate 
spiritual community, all the election of grace, 
** the whole family in heaven and earth/' whom 
God the Father loved and adopted from eter- 
nity — whom God the Son, also, covenanted to 
redeem in the fulness of time, by suffering for 
them on the cross — and whose names God the 
Holy Spirit registered in the book of life, in 
order that by his influences they should be, 
during their mortal life here on earth, regener- 
ated and sanctified as the heirs of salvation. 
All these — not one more, not one less — consti- 
tute, in all ages and climes, the spiritual mem- 
bers of the One True Church, which Jesus 
Christ has purchased with his blood. 

As to its officers and ordinances — " the faith 
once delivered to the saints*' reveals to us, that as 
in the primitive and purest apostolical churches 
there were none other but two orders of officers. 
Bishops (or, as they are often interchangeably 
designated. Presbyters) and Deacons, so there 
are two, and only two, ordinances appointed to 
be observed in the church, as authoritatively 
enjoined by its ever-living and only true Head, 
viz. Baptism and the liOrd's Supper; the former 
initiative, the latter commemorative, but neither 
of them, in the least degree, instrumentally 
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effective to salvation; and that as to religious 
worship, it is not ritual or rubrical, but propor- 
tionably acceptable to God, (when presented 
through Christ Jesus,) as it is simple in its 
service, ardent in its devotions, and spiritual in 
its exercise. 

" The faith" in its varied revelation shows 
also, that whilst in the world, the Church of 
Christ \&not of the world, being essentially dis- 
tinguished from all the civil and political asso- 
ciations by which it may be closely surrounded ; 
for the Saviour says, " My kingdom is not of 
this world." Because, by the divinity of its 
heavenly, and only true HEAD, by the nature 
and spiritual design of its peculiar constitution, 
the unsecular character of its heaven-appointed 
laws, and the unearthliness of its elements, it is 
avowedly separated from and opposed to the 
usurped kingdom of Satan, and the state-ma- 
chinery, manners, and practices of this present 
wicked world. Such a glorious and confede- 
rated spirittial body is the True Church! Ac- 
cordingly, every real member of that great and 
heaven-bom community cheerfully can say, " I 
believe in the Holy Catholic Church," and that 
" there is one body and one spirit, even as we 
are called in one hope of our calling. One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism. One God and Father of 
all who is above all, and through all^ aud vgl^VV^ 
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To whom be eternal, undivided glory ascribed. 
Amen.* 

Now the foregoing principles which have 
been thus cursorily enumerated, be it remem- 
bered, are some of the fundamental principles 
of belief included in '' the faith." But, 

Secondly. In the term another consideration 
is included, that of— The practice, or motive 

POWER OF the faith. 

As the body without the spirit is dead, so is 
faith without works dead also. Clear concep- 
tions of the theory of truth may exist in the 
understanding; but unless it works by love, 
unless it be operative, it is as useless as the creed 

* No one word, in the whole Tocabulary of scripture 
phraseology, has been so misunderstood, perverted, and 
abused, as the frequently reiterated expression — ^ the 
Church!" The most crude and ridiculous notions have 
been coupled with it; the most atrocious villanies have 
been clothed and perpetrated under the shadow of it; 
whilst the most abominable superstitions have been fos- 
tered and sanctioned in its hallowed name. Strong and 
strange have been the delusions built upon this word 
<< CBURCH." It is incessantly profanely applied to a pile 
of bricks and stone; it is politically perverted, to desig- 
nate just one state -established national association; it is 
arrogantly inscribed upon the forehead of Papal Rome, 
the Mother of harlots; and yet it is a term of most blessed 
signification when scripturally understood, because in the 
oracles of truth, by the term ^ the church," God describes 
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of Epictetus, or any other cold and barren 
speculation. We read in the Scriptures of the 
joy of faith ; the prayer of faith ; the work of 
faith; the fight of faith; every thing that is 
excellent is ascribed to faith in the word of 
God. Now the faith of God's elect mortifies 
the affections and lusts, overcomes the world, 
unites the heart to Christ, originates hallowed 
sympathies towards God, and towards all who 
truly love and savingly believe in him, and con- 
strains to vigorous, constant, and self-denying 
acts of evangelical obedience. Hence, as to duty, 
" the faith" teaches us that the Bible contains 

his family, the Son thereby acknowledges his bride, and 
God the Holy Spirit distinguishes his temple. The cele- 
brated Lord Bacon's definition is as just as it is liberal ; 
he says, " There is an universal catholic church of God, 
dispersed oyer the face of the earth, which is Christ's 
spouse and Christ's body; being gathered of the fathers 
of the old world, of the church of the Jews, of the spirits 
of the faithful dissolved, and the spirits of the faithful 
militant, and of the names yet to be bom, who are already 
written in the book of life." Tertullian too, one of the 
greatest of the Fathers — in allusion to the Saviour's 
promise, " Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst," — declares, that 
<' where there are three christians, even laymen, there is 
** A CHURCH." How different these scriptural views, to 
the narrow minded and uncharitable notions of certain 
bigotted episcopalians and papists. 
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all thai IS necessary for man's ethical instruc- 
tion and spiritual edi6cation; that the moral 
law is to be the rule of the believer's constant 
and daily obedience, and the directory of his 
inward emotions and outward conduct; that 
God's house is to be the school for his soul's 
advancement in divine knowledge; that God's 
ways are to be the paths of his daily progress; 
that God's ordinances are to be the channels 
through which he is to expect divine commu- 
nications; and God's people his associates, 
dearest friends and fellow pupils in studying 
and obeying the law of the Lord his God. But 
the half-papists at Oxford are thus teaching 
their priest-ridden proselytes: — " When," says 
the writer of Tract No. 71, at page 8, " it is 
urged that we protestants believe the Scriptures 
to contain the whole rule of duty, it is replied, 
certainly not; they constitute a rule of faith, not 
a rule of practice; a rule of doctrine, not a rule 
of conduct or discipline." Could the rankest 
Antinomian utter a more lax or licentious doc- 
trine than this ? Blessed be God, we who would 
earnestly contend for the faith have not sa 
learned Christ, or so dishonourably contem- 
plated the preceptive authority of the holy 
Scriptures. 

" The faith once delivered to the saints," in- 
cludes in it one more idea, viz. 
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Thirdly. The propagation, and extended 
exhibition of it. 

Wherever " the faith once delivered to the 
saints" comes into the understanding and the 
heart, through the Holy Spirit's illuminating 
agency, with a convincing power and effulgence, 
it seeks to diffuse, and soon doth diffuse, its rays 
and influence abroad. Faith, is light in the 
soul, and therefore it shuns to be hid under a 
bushel; but it desires that it may be set up as 
on a candlestick, that others may see its blessed 
effects, and be benefited thereby. " The faith" 
is the incorruptible seed of the kingdom which 
Hveth and abideth for ever ; having therefore a 
vital principle, it seeks to germinate and extend 
itself on every side, in order that it may bear 
more fruit, and diffuse innumerable blessings 
all around. Hence a quiescent creed is a ques- 
tionable one. We must act as well as trust; we 
must labour in the use of legitimate means for 
the propagation of the knowledge of the faith, 
as well as believe its essential truths. There- 
fore we are not to attempt to preserve our com- 
posure, or to plead exemption from the calls of 
duty and the claims of christian enterprize, by a 
complacent and perverted reference to our own 
inability, or by obscure intimations to the mys- 
terious doctrine of Grod's eternal purposes and 
absolute sovereignty; nor are christians^ as ajx 
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excuse for their inactivity, to be perpetually 
harping on one great truth, viz. the previous 
necessity of divine influences to set the springs 
of all moral action rightly in motion ; because, 
although we are to disapprove of a presump- 
tuous confidence in mere human agency, and 
all that approaches to antinomian laxity, yet 
we must in our creed and conduct equally avoid 
hyper-calvinistic inertness and apathy — an 
apathy complacently fostered by cherishing the 
idea of such a predestinated, and inevitable 
necessity being in force, as almost (in the esti- 
mation of some religionists) renders nugatory 
human responsibility, and consequently leads 
such indolent individuals to regard as super- 
fluous, nay, even improper, every species of 
active duty and human agency. It is the para- 
lyzing virus of such ultra-doctrinal views as these, 
which benumbs the energies and embitters the 
spirit of many christians, otherwise sound in 
their creed, and consistent in their conduct. 
But, in opposition to all this, duty must be 
inculcated as well as doctrine; practice must 
be as strongly enforced, as abstract principhs of 
faith explained. 

Now, when an avowed faith, no matter what 
its dogmas, brings not forth evangelical fruit, in 
humble and ardent attempts to exemplify in the 
life, and widely to propagate in the world, the 
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doctrines and practice of the faitii, it may be 
safely concluded that, that is not " the faith 
once delivered to the saints." But the true faith, 
what exploits did it not achieve ! what victories 
did it not win ! " For the time would fail to 
tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, 
and of Jeptha, of David also, and of Samuel, 
and of the prophets ; who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained pro- 
mises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of 
the aliens." Heb. xi. 32, 35. Oh ! what won- 
ders has " the faith once delivered to the saints," 
accomplished through its potent influence and 
wondrous power! for it has a vital (it might 
almost be said to possess an omnipotent) energy 
and a propagating virtue, which, like the leaven 
which the woman hid in the three measures of 
meal, works and diffuses itself until the whole 
is changed and leavened. So the faith, once 
delivered unto the saints, shall ultimately 
triumph over all opposition — diffuse its doc- 
trines, and exert its practical power over all the 
regions of the habitable globe. And hence 
believers in " the faith" rejoice in all the lau- 
dable efibits made by various christian commu- 
nities for the wider, and, eventually, \\\i\N^Ya85ik. 

B 
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difTusion of Christ's holy gospel every where 
around. 

Seeing that thus we have contemplated the 
nature of the faith in a three-fold aspect, 
namely: — First, As to the leading principles 
and doctrines which it embraces; second. The 
practical tendency and motive power which 
it exerts; and, lastly. The propagating in- 
fluence which it exemplifies. We come now to 
notice. 

Secondly. The transmission of it. This 
" faith," for which you are exhorted earnestly to 
contend, was delivered — once delivered — and 
once delivered to the saints ; and this statement 
shows its high authority and heavenly origin, 
its perfect sufficiency, and its hallowed depo- 
sitory. 

Observe, First, Its heavenly origin. It was 
delivered. Yes, by a divine communication to 
inspired men, for " holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost." Thus we 
see, then, that " the true faith" is heavenly in 
its origin, and has nothing earthly in its impress, 
or in its doctrines. It was delivered, myste- 
riously, sometimes in secret, at other times in 
direct communications from God ; symbolically, 
in types ; prophetically, in predictions ; actually 
and most plainly, in the ministry of Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles ; and supematurally and 
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savingly, by the teachings of the Holy Spirit to 
those, and those only, who are *' the faithful 
and chosen, and called." Thus in a variety of 
ways it was and is " delivered ;" and this im- 
plies that it was graciously communicated as a 
precious and invaluable gift, to be gratefully 
received — and, as an important trust to the* 
Church of Christ, to be improved, communi- 
cated, contended for, and sacredly preserved. 
For " all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished to every good work.'* 

Secondly. M&rk its perfect sufficiency. It was 
once delivered to the saints. " Once," (aTraJ) 
(for all succeeding times, as the term in the ori- 
ginal denotes,) and this intimates its perfect 
sufficiency and completeness. The canon of 
scripture is incapable of addition, improvement, 
or alteration. Bishop Horsley, speaking of the 
perfect sufficiency of the sacred scriptures, says, 
" The most illiterate christian, if he can but read 
the English Bible, and will take the pains to 
read it prayerfully, will not only attain at that 
practical knowledge which is necessary to sal- 
vation, but, by God's blessing, will become 
learned in every thing relating to his religion in 

such a degree that he will not be Uafclfc \r> \i^ 
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misled either by the refiaed arguments, or by 
the false assertions of those who engraft their 
own opinions npon the word of God." So per- 
fect is the faith " once delivered," that we are 
not to expect any other, or a fresh revelation of 
the mind and will of God. But the Puseyite 
and popish clergy tell us ( for in many of their 
opinions they are quite as one) that there is the 
written and the i^rawritten word of God, and that 
by the latter the former is to be explained and 
understood ; thus insinuating the incomplete- 
ness and insufficiency of the volume of inspired 
truth. But woe will be to the man, or men, 
who shall attempt to add to or take away from 
" the faith once delivered to the saints." Yet 
it may be boldly asked, do not those attempt 
to add to the faith who, in this our day, 
would have us join Tradition's doubtful com- 
munications, or the ancient " fathers" foolish 
fallacies, to the certain declarations of the 
word of God? And again, do not they take 
away from the grandeur and supreme autho- 
rity of the Bible, who tell us, in their Ninety 
Tracts, that as to " the faith," in order to 
understand it, we are not exclusively to ask, 
"What saith the Scriptures?" and to exercise 
the inalienable right of private judgment, but 
they say to us, in reply to that question, " Hear 
the Church." It is thus that they make the 
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commandment of God of none effect by their 
tradition.* 

Thirdly. Once more observe, the hallowed 
depository ^of the faith. For it was once deli- 
vered ; but to whom ? To *' the saints" And 
this shows they are to be regarded as the conser- 
vators of the faith. Unto them were committed 



• Bishop Jeremy Taylor says, " The way of the ancient 
and primitive church was to expound the Scriptures [not 
by tradition, but] by the Scriptures." 

" The attempt to set up catholic tradition and the 
teaching of the Church as a joint nUe of faith, directly 
brings in what the apostle terms another gospel." — See 
Bishop of Calcutta's Sermons on the Sufficiency of Scripture 
as a rule of Faith. 

'* When Christianity was fully established, and the 
canon of Scripture completed and recognised, a fresh 
current, not of apostolic, but of human tradition, origi- 
nating in the primitive times, began to flow, and at firs^ 
almost imperceptibly, corrupting and perverting the pure 
doctrines of the apostles, as taught by themselves and 
recorded in their writings, (* the only sure and authorita- 
tive tradition f as Irenaeus justly styles it,) overspread the 

face of the church." " After ages of darkness the 

providence of God interposed for the rescue of apostolic 
and scriptural truth, by the blessed Reformation. The 
principle upon which that great event was founded 
was an appeal from tradition to the testimony of the 
holy scriptures." — See the Dean of S arum* s Charge, October ^ 
1842. 
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the oracles of God. And by the saints has been 
preserved in the Church of Christ this precious 
communication, and through successive ages 
has been handed down in the scriptures of divine 
truth — in the simplicity of New -Testament 
worship ; and in the ordinances of religion and 
the means of grace, " the faith" which was once 
delivered to the saints. Genuine saints have 
always prized the faith, practised the faith, pre- 
served the faith, and protected and propagated 
the faith. But all this they could not have done 
if they had not obeyed the apostolic injunction, 
" contend earnestly for the faith." And this 
faith, which has a holy God for its author and 
object, and holy doctrines for its creed and sub- 
stance, and holy practices for its fruits and 
evidences, cannot, in the very nature of things, 
be " delivered to," or possessed by any others 
than holy characters, and these are " saints" 
Can it be supposed, then, that a holy God ever 
delivered his system of truth, " the faith," to be 
defended by such licentious characters as King 
Henry the Eighth, Charles the Second, or our 
late George the Fourth P And yet these and 
many other such like unholy characters have, as 
pretended Heads of the Church, put upon their 
armorial- bearings this preposterous title — " Dei 
gratia, Defensor Fidei,** which is, being inter- 
preted, " By the grace of God, Defender of 
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tbe Faith." Arrogant claim! Unfounded as- 
sertion ! 

Nor was " tbe faith," ever yet, exclusively 
delivered to any one particular order of men in 
the Church, as the priesthood of tbe Romish 
hierarchy, and the party who propagate the 
fallacy of the pretended apostolical succession 
scheme arrogantly assume. Hence the injustice 
of the papists who would keep the Bible from 
tbe common people, and hence the wickedness, 
too, of tbe Puseyistic clergy, who inculcate the 
propriety of keeping in the back ground, from 
the view of sinners, some of the grand and 
glorious doctrines of our holy religion. The 
Vicar of St. Mary the Virgin, Oxford, and the 
author of the notorious tract, No. 90, the Rev. 
John Henry Newman, B.D., in his " History of 
the Arians," thus writes : — " Even to the last," 
says Mr. N., *' the catechumens were granted 
nothing beyond a formal and general account of 
the articles of the Christian faith, the exact and 
fully-developed doctrines of the Trinity and the 
Incarnation, and, still more, the doctrine of 
the atonement as once made upon the cross, 
and commemorated and appropriated in the 
Eucharist, these being the exclusive possession 
of the serious and practised christian." And 
from these false data he infers the propriety of 
not preaching the gospel fulh^ ^xA fT^eV^ \r> 
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every creature ! ! * In direct opposition to these 
views, we assert that the faith was originally 
delivered to all the saints irrespectively, yet 
collectively, to be extensively, universally, un- 
ambiguously promulgated far as the curse is 
found. And its being delivered to " the saints," 
also clearly implies, that such as are thus fa- 
voured by the Great Head of the Church with 
this most valuable boon, (that is, when God the 
Holy Spirit savingly enlightens the eyes of their 
understandings, and thus enables them to behold 
wondrous things out of God's law) they then 
experimentally know the faith, sincerely love 
its doctrines, conscientiously practise its pre- 
cepts, greatly prize its mysteries, and are willing, 
if need be, earnestly to contend for it, even 
though the martyr's agonies and honours should 
be the price of their devotedness to the cause of 
God and truth. 

No un regenerate individual, therefore, (though 
he may theoretically understand ) can really have 
the faith spiritually and truly considered in his 
possession, and, consequently, cannot come up 
in a right spirit to the important requirement 
urged by St. Jude ; and hence no carnal man 



* Throughout the whole of the Tract, No. 80, this 
wicked principle " of reserve" is more fully develope^j 
fMid laboriously inculcated on the clergy. 
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can truly agonize {eTraytovi^etrSat) for the faith 
once delivered unto the saints^ because " the 
natural man discemeth not the things of the 
spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, 
neither can he know them, because thev are 
spiritually discerned." No wonder, therefore, 
that a mere moralist and philosophical poet 
(Alexander Pope) should give utterance to such 
a latitudinarian sentiment as the following : — 

« For modes of faith let furious bigots fight, 
He can't be wrong whose life is in the right." 

Men of this class, professing such ultra-liberal- 
ism, either think all modes of faith equally 
valuable, and that man is not responsible to his 
Maker for the peculiarities of his creed, and 
thus treat faith and error with similar courtesy, 
or else, in a spirit of pride and sceptical indif- 
ference, they care for none of these things. But 
the intelligent and conscientious believer in 
divine revelation will be of the same opinion as 
the g^ieat and heroic German reformer, who 
said, " That the smallest particle of gospel doc- 
trine was worth heaven and earth," Hence 
where the vital truths of our holy religion are 
concerned — where the essential doctrines of 
divine Protestantism are jeopardized — the chris- 
tian, if he feel and act aright, will " earnestly 

contend for the faith which was once deliv«x^<5. 
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to the saints." He will feel that if " saints " do 
not contend for it in days of error and perversion 
of sciiptural truths none else earnestly will — 
none else effectively can ! 

In closing this 6rst part of our subject, we 
would observe, that in thus solemnly calling the 
attention of christian soldiers to the object of 
incalculable importance which appears, from 
certain circumstances, just now to be in jeo- 
pardy, we have shown you — the nature of the 
faith, as to its leading principles — the practice 
of the faith, and the propagation of it — and 
then explained the transmission of it, that God 
has been graciously pleased " to deliver it unto 
the saints." This faith, then, we are bound 
implicitly to believe, and the duties connected 
with it cheerfully to exemplify in practice. 

And seeing that now such arrogant claims 
are unblushingly urged and set up by certain 
teachers of religion — seeing, too, that such semi- 
popish views and glosses are now entertained 
and tolerated by many — and, moreover, seeing 
that such unprotestant and heretical doctrines 
are now boldly taught even by those who ab- 
surdly boast of supposed apostolical succession, 
and vainly arrogate to themselves the exclusive 
title of " priests of the only truly Apostolical 
Church" — whatever may be the asserted claims 
to deferential regard, or the bold assumptions of 
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such men — or however authoritatively, plausibly, 
and sophistically they may present their errors 
— remember, if there come any unto you, either 
in the pulpit, or visit you in the privacies of 
domestic life, and bring not this doctrine, [that 
is, " THE FAITH " once delivered to the saints] 
the Apostle John tells you thus: — " receive him 
not into your house, neither bid him, God speed. 
For he that biddeth him, (whoever he be, whether 
a prelate or a priest,) God speed, is partalscr of 
his evil deeds." John iii. 10, II. For " there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other doctrine unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed. As we said before, so say I 
now again, if any man preach any other gospel 
unto you, than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed." Galatiansi. 8, 9. " For the time is 
come that judgment must begin at the house of 
God." 



PART 11. 



ON THE NECESSITY WHICH EXISTS, ZEALOUSLY TO 
PROPAGATE, AND EARNESTLY TO CONTEND FOR, '* THE 
FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS." 

The soldier must not only have an important 
object set before him, but he must be fired to 
active zeal to obtain it, if not already in posses- 
sion ; and to secure and defend it, if possessed, 
and in danger. So the spirit of moral heroism 
and christian valour must be aroused, and che- 
rished in every follower of Christ. Hence St. 
Peter says in his second epistle (chap. i. v. 5), 
" Add to your faith, virtue," or as it is in the 
original, " valour;" because amongst the ancients, 
and in military nations, courage was considered 
B& an embodiment of every virtue. And without 
this *' virtue," this valour, how shall the Christian 
contend earnestly for the faith P But at the 
commencement of these remarks, it seems but 
reasonable, that at the very threshold of the 
subject this interrogation should be presented: 
What are the special grounds and reasons which 
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may be adduced, in justification of so strenu- 
ously urging on a scriptural contention for the 
faith P St. Jude had his special reasons* arising 
out of the peculiar aspect of the times, and the 
heresies which were beginning to abound in the 
days wherein he wrote, or he would not have 
said, " It was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints." And does not the age in which Pro- 
vidence has cast our lot, present also unto us as 
cogent reasons as those which existed in primi- 
tive times, why we should conscientiously and 
zealously discharge the duty which is imposed 
upon us, when we are exhorted to endure hard- 
ness as the good soldiers of Jesus Christ ? It 
may be well, therefore, to present certain con- 
siderations, as reasons why we should cherish a 
spirit of moral heroism and christian valour for 
the support and defence of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

First. If we contemplate — The infinite value 
and importance of " the faith" it will show the 
necessity which exists, earnestly to contend for 
it. What was the theme on which Jude was 
writing ? He says " Beloved, when I gave all 
diligence, to write unto you of the common 
salvation." Now consider the wondrous reve- 
lations, which the faith once delivered tft\i\ft. 
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saints makes as to this all-iinportant and truly 
glorious subject. No discovery that philosopher 
ever made^ no theme on which poet ever sung, 
was ever so valuable, so astonishing, or so 
delightful, as that amazing, magnificent, and 
extensive subject, which is included in the 
comprehensive terms — " the common salva- 
tion" — " the faith once delivered to the saints." 
It has God for its author, the Saviour's love for 
its principal theme, truth for its matter, and 
man's redemption and Jehovah's glory for its 
main design, and ultimate object. It is a 
subject, connected with which there are such 
amplitudes of thought, and ever-during effects, 
so important, so interesting, so worthy of devout 
and continuous contemplation, that into it even 
angelic intelligences are represented as desirous 
to look ; and on this theme, also, the sanctified 
and ever enlarging capacities of the spirits of 
the just made perfect, shall be pleasurably and 
adoringly fixed through all the countless ages 
of eternity. It is " the mystery which hath 
been hid from ages and generations, but now is 
made manifest to his saints. To whom God 
would make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory." Coloss. i. 
26, 27. 
But you will see the vast value and import- 
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ance of *' the faith,'* if you view it in another 
aspect. Contemplate — Its ever present wondrous 
efficacy, and its future and final triumphant 
results. " The faith" — " the truth as it is in 
Jesus/' what joy, what hope, what peace, what 
purity, what present and eternal felicity it 
brings! What has the introduction of "the 
faith'* effected for Britain? Let the early 
records of our once barbarous country tell. It 
has changed naked painted barbarians into 
benevolent citizens of the world, adorned with 
all the sympathies and charities of delightful 
domestic life. It has banished from our borders 
the debasing superstitions and the murderous 
rites of Druidical mysteries, and introduced in 
their stead, a purer code of morals, and a form of 
worship at once spiritual and simple, and there- 
fore acceptable to Him who is a Spirit, and who 
wills that those " who worship Him, should 
worship Him in spirit and in truth." And what 
does " the faith" effect now ? It transforms the 
savage into the saint, changes the lion into a 
lamb, and the ravening vulture into the chaste 
and peaceful dove. It makes the vassal of sin 
and Satan to break off his manacles, and to 
walk abroad on the earth, and forward, and 
upward to heaven, in the light and liberty of 
the adopted sons of God, What it has done, 
let the moral and spiritual Inxxxxv^^ <A '^'e^ 
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preaching of the gospel in the islands of Poly- 
nesia^ and amongst the liberated population of 
the West Indian islands declare. What has 
been its efficacy^ let the records of all our several 
missionary institutions abundantly avouch. 
And the faith once delivered to the saints^ ivhat 
is it now doing, preliminary to its future and 
final conquests ? It is confounding the wisdom 
of the wise, and bringing to nought the under- 
Standing of the prudent; it is humbling the 
pride of Brahmins and Chinese philosophers ; it 
is darting its heavenly rays into the penetralia 
of heathen temples, and discovering to their 
disgusted devotees the concealed impurities of 
idol worship; it is warming frozen hearts amidst 
polar snows, and soothing with its balmy influ- 
ences panting spirits, amidst the burning heats 
of the vertical sun ; it is giving spiritual liberty, 
through the self-denying labours of truly apos- 
tolic missionaries, to Africa's emancipated sons, 
and civilization and evangelization to Hotten- 
tots, to bushmen, and to cannibals; and at last, 
** THE FAITH," triumphing over every error, and 
subjugating every heart, shall, in the millennial 
age, reign and rule all over the habitable globe. 
For Eternal Truth has declared it — that the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, 
even as the waters cover the sea. Think, then, 
of the vast and incalculable importance of the 
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faiths and, in proportion to its worth, earnestly 
contend for it; conscientiously practise it; and 
zealously seek to diffuse and propagate it more 
and more. 

Secondly Consider — The perpetual pr oneness 
of man to pervert the faith, and to deteriorate 
the gospel; and hence you will see the necessity 
to manifest continually a valourous spirit on 
behalf of it. The corruptions of Christianity is 
a theme which has been often alluded to, in a 
tone of derision and triumphant exultation, by 
the sceptic; whilst it has as often been contem- 
plated by the real lover of truth and holiness, 
with feelings of deep and unavailing regret. 
To how many open and insidious attacks has 
** the faith" been incessantly exposed ! How 
many polluting streams meet, or overtake it, in 
its course, and seek to mar its purity, becloud 
its transparency, and spoil its salubrity. How 
many various classes of opponents hate the 
truth, and wholly reject, or injuriously seek to 
pervert, the faith. The infidel does not approve 
of, and therefore he openly controverts, the 
statements of the gospel. The lover of supersti- 
tion, and the advocates for carnal and gorgeous 
ceremonies, do not relish the simplicity of the 
gospel. The dave of sin, and the sensualist, 
do not like the purity of the gospel. The 
proud Pharisee hates the humility o^ \Xve,>^o^^<^, 
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The Arminian demurs to the special sovereignty 
of the gospel. The Antinomian loathes the 
strict morality of the gospel. The formalist 
despises the vitality of the gospel; whilst the 
Puseyite, and the high Churchist, doating and 
resting upon the forms and rubrics of the prayer 
book, recognize not the supreme authority 
and spirituality of the gospel, for they want to 
decorate the faith with humanly-invented, and 
humanly* imposed rites and ceremonies, thus 
seeking to throw around it the fascinations of 
mystery, and sacramental efficacy, and splendid 
seductive ceremonial. These, with Jewish pre- 
dilections, and popish affinities and attachments, 
linger after 



'*^ the pomp that charms the eye, 



And rites adom'd with gold*' — 

instead of aiming at, and ardently loving, the 
simplicity, purity, and spirituality of New 
Testament ordinances, and heart-felt, christian 
worship. The approver and admirer of mere 
ritual observances would fain send a soul to 
heaven by sacraments, instead of pointing a 
spiritual wanderer alone to Jesus Christ, as the 
only Saviour.* He would pretend to regenerate 



* The writers of the Oxford Tracts make the following 
deceptive assertions. In Tract No. 68, page 83, it is said, 
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a child (and oft deceivingly asserts, that in bap- 

** The sacraments are not bare signs, bat do convey that 
also which they signify." In No. 69, page 114, the writer 
says, " The sacraments are channels of diirine grace to the 
soul, not simply by animating our faith; but the one, 
[meaning baptism] by actually incorporating us into 
Christ, and creating in our souls a new principle of life, 
and making us < partakers of the divine nature;' the other, 
[alluding to the Lord's supper] imparting to us Increased 
union with Christ, a deifying influence (! ! !), whereby God 
gives us that which man would have accepted from Satan 
— ^^ to be as Gods,' being partakers of the Son of God." 
Again in the same Tract, at pages 178 and 185, having 
alluded to the awful and unguarded words of St Gregory 
of Nazianzen, who when urging the baptism of an infant, 
says, '< IMPART TO HIM THE TRiNiTT, that great and excel- 
lent preservative," instead of reprobating so blasphemous 
an expression, the sacramentarian divine thus eulogist!- 
cally comments on it — *^ The thrill which those impressive 
words, * impart to him the Trinity,' echoing to us after 
fourteen hundred joaxSy still awaken in us, may well 
make us admire the energy of the faith, which infused 
into words so simple a force so amazing." The reader * 
also, perhaps, << thrills!" but if he feel like the writer, it 
is the thrill of a holy horror, and a jealous indignation, 
for the truth of God ; for, according to the above state- 
ments, the two appointed ordinances of the New Testa- 
ment are regarded, not as mere outward signs, but as the 
very vehicles of grace — are said to operate, not through 
the convictions of the mind, but by an occult power, 
a talismanic influence, a mystic spell, attending their 
minis -tration! !i 
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tism it is actually effected^) by signing him 
with the sign of the cross — would rear up 
candles at the churches' altar, to attract the 



* No. 67 of the Oxford Tracts is a '* Treatise on Bap- 
ptism," by Dr. Edward B. Pusey, of four hundred heavy 
pages in octavo, and is remarkable for its cumbrous, 
patristical, and liturgical learning, its impassioned 
veneration for antiquity, its horror of free intellectual 
independency of thought — in a word, its ultra Catholicism. 
The reader shall have a few hasty extracts, without note 
or comment, from this anti-scriptural production of the 
learned Hebrew Professor. His views are thus expressed : 
" Our justification is imputed to us, not through our 
feelings, but through baptism." (Page 20.) ** The person 
baptized becomes thereby a member of Christ, which one 
saying comprehends more than all which men's or 
angel's thoughts can conceive of blessedness." (Page 21.) 
** The water sanctified, is the womb of our new birth." 
(Page 48.) " By baptism we are saved — not by faith 
only 1" (Page 56.) ** All the texts that speak of our being 
tfi Christ are referred to baptism, by which alone that 
' union can be effected." (Pages 114, 115.) « The gift of 
baptism is above all spiritual gifts." (Page 209.) Dr. P. 
approves of the catholic practice of ** anointing with 
oil" in baptism [is not this something like one of the 
papists' seven sacraments, extreme unction], of exorcising 
the ** evil spirit that lurks" in the infant (pages 58, 60), 
and signing with the sign of the cross on the eyes, nose, 
mouth, forehead, ears, breast, shoulders, &c., as well as a 
thre<ifold application of water in the three several names 
of the Trinity.— See pages 144, 145. 
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superstitious gaze of the ignorant, instead of 
trying to pour on the beclouded mind the rays 
of the sun of righteousness — would pretend to 
wash a babe from sin in the supposed *' laver of 
(falsely called baptismal) regeneration/' instead 
of teaching the doctrine and enforcing the 
necessity of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, to 
make any one " a member of Christ, the child 
of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven."* Whilst, quite in keeping with all 
this pro-catholic system of doctrine, is the 
teaching of these sacramentarians; for they 
would ever and anon recommend to the igno- 
rant, the superetitious, and the self-righteous, 
the eucharistical bread and wine, the commemo- 
rative supper of our once crucified Redeemer, 
as an all-saving ordinance and mystic viaticum 
for the languishing soul, rather than direct a 
dying sinner s eye, and heart, and faith, to Jesus 
only, as the living bread sent down from heaven 
for the " life of the world," and the support and 
salvation of his departing and immortal spirit. 



* « I do not understand (says the Bishop of London, 
in his recent semi-Puseyistic charge) how any clergyman 
who uses the < Office of Baptism/ which by a solemn 
promise he has bound himself to do, without alteration 
or mutilation, can deny that in some sense or other, 
Baptism is indeed the laver of keoeme&atio^." 
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These are some of the awful delusions, which 
are at the present period being practised by 
hundreds of individuals upon the credulity of 
the masses^ which form the bulk of our profes- 
sedly protestant population. For the votaries 
of Romanism and Puseyism love not the 
unadorned and native beauty of divinely 
inspired truth, nor can such behold scarcely 
any charms in the pure and simple ordinances 
and worship of unadulterated protestantism. 

Thus we mournfully see how the truth of 
God — the glorious principles of the Reformation 
— the grand and distinguishing doctrines of 
grace, as embodied in the faith once delivered 
to the saints, are carnalized, diluted, and ren- 
dered of none effect " by the sleight of men 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive." And as there is, and ever has been 
such a proneness in man to pervert the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, it is needful, absolutely needful, 
that all really Bible christians, that all true and 
zealous protestants, and all ministers of apostolic 
spirit and doctrine of every sect and name, 
though not making the insane boast of " apos- 
tolical succession," should be more than ever 
valiant for the truth, and contend earnestly (if 
need be, even agonizingly) for " the faith once 
delivered to the saints.^* 

Thirdly. A further necessity for exhibiting 
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moral heroism in the cause of primitive truth 
and pure New -Testament principles, aiises from 
the fact, that we live in a day of increasing, 
awfully abounding, and soul-deluding and de- 
stroying error. The recent resuscitation of old 
and repeatedly exploded dogmas^ and the zea- 
lous and indefatigable propagation of new and 
anti-scriptural theories, present most powerful 
reasons, and a loud and imperative call for 
awakening, cherishing, and exemplifying the 
spirit, enjoined by the Apostle Jude. For there 
are those who, by frequently repeated and arro- 
gant professions and self-laudation, have been 
and still are perpetually trying to persuade the 
dependant and illiterate poor on the one hand, 
and the proud, the bigotted, and the aristocratic 
on the other, that the episcopally ordained 
clergy are the only true ministers of the gospel, 
and that the law-established Episcopal Church, 
is the only truly Apostolic Church, in England 
and in the world.* And what they know can- 
not be proved by an appeal to church history. 



* The writer of Tract No. 4 says, " Why should we 
talk 80 much of an establishmentf and so little [?] of an 
APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION ? Why should we not seriously 
endeavour to impress our people with this plain truth, 
that hy separating themselves from our communion, they 
separate themselves not only from a decent^ otdstV^^ 
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or sound argument derived from the Scriptures, 
they are nevertheless seeking to accomplish by- 
incessant and dogmatic reiteration. And the 
success which has already attended the efforts 
of those who preach and propagate the Oxford 
Tract tenets, proves the correctness of a remark 
once made by the celebrated orator, Edmund 
Burke, who observed, " that the frequent repe- 
tition of a known falsehood will soon give it the 
force of truth." And the acute Dr. George 
Campbell, of Edinburgh, has also remarked 
that, " whatever is often repeated, how weak 
soever, never fails to make some impression." 
The recent rapid progress of, and the implicit 
credence given to the principles of Puseyism, 
proves the correctness of the observations of the 
above distinguished individuals. 

Never, perhaps, since the world began, in 
consequence of the facilities afforded by the art 
of printing, and the freedom (properly recog- 
nised in this land of liberty) which all legally 
possess of promulgating their views — never, 
perhaps, before, were the emissaries of error so 



useful society, but from the onlt Church in the 

BEALM which HAS A RIGHT TO BE QUITE SURE THAT 
SHE HAS THE LORD'S BODY TO OITE TO HIS PEOPLE." 

Talk of arrogant assumption and transubstantiation — 
here you hare both ! 
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actively and successfully at work as at the pre- 
sent crisis. Popery, and ill-disguised popery, 
in the principles of Puseyism, and fanatacism 
and mysticism in the fallacies of Plymouth- 
brethrenism, and libertinism in the lascivious 
laws of Socialism, and other strange errors in 
forms too numerous here to be described, are 
making sad havoc in the world and in the 
church, and causing some, too timid souls, almost 
to tremble for the safety of the ark of God. For 
there are thousands, we fear, of the clergy of the 
Church of England who are at this hour, and 
have been for some time in heart and practice, 
and in their preaching, dissenters from their 
doctrinal articles, and, accordingly, traitors in 
disguise to the cause of the Reformation, and 
true, and New-Testament Protestantism. To 
stem, if possible, (with God's blessing alone it 
will be possible) the mighty influx of Popish 
heresy, which is fast rolling in upon us, it is 
necessary that every lover and preacher of scrip- 
tural principles should, by every possible means, 
aid the work, to raise and consolidate, on Bible 
verities, a breakwater of sufficient strength and 
breadth to oppose, in these threatening times, 
the rude rush of the rising tide, or rather the 
foaming cataract of essentially popish and pes- 
tilential error, which seems rolling in upon us 
from a variety of quarters. Against, therefore^ 
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the widely and overspreading flood of hetero- 
doxy that is now pouring in upon our popula- 
tion through certain channels of the Established 
Church, we must ever lift up a loud and an 
alarming voice, whilst, with all that is scriptural 
and spiritual in it, and in all other communions, 
as strictly harmonizing with the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints, we would ever feel a most 
cordial and christian sympathy, and give thus, 
to the general cause of Protestant truth, our 
hearty co-operation. Away, then! away with 
that mawkish species of pseudo-charity, which 
would put a wafer on the lips when eternal 
principles are jeopardized, rather than break 
peace with Rome and offend the preachers 
and the partizans of theological falsehood. But 
why seem to assume the tones of an alarmist, 
some may enquire ? In reply to this question, 
the writer avows his deep and deepening con- 
viction (a conviction not hastily come to, but 
resulting from a long and careful observation of 
" the signs of the times") that there are many 
priests at Oxford, and thousands more scattered 
through this professedly Protestant country, 
who, by the industrious dissemination of their 
Puseyistic divinity, are doing all they can to 
undermine " the faith once delivered to the 
saints*' — and were they to be as successful as 
they desire, they would soon lead back England 
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to all the superstitious errors of Popery and 
Rome. For in this our day is brought to full 
verification the awful predictiou of St. Peter. 
Hear his words, and then look round and see if 
you do not behold proofs, painful and nu- 
merous, because " sure as holy writ/* of the 
truth of his declaration. Listen to the Apostle's 
prophecy: — "But there were false prophets 
amongst the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. And many shall follow their 
pernicious ways, by whom the way of truth shall 
be evil spoken of." In this our day, by the 
advance of heretical sentiment, is this scripture 
awfully fulfilled. 

But how is this growing and alarming evil to 
be counteracted ? How is the plague in the 
camp to be staid ? How is false doctrine to 
be arrested ? The remedy is this — trusting for 
help from God, and in earnest prayer soliciting 
his blessing — expose its deformity and confront 
its false principles with the unerring standard 
of divine truth. To ministers we say — " Preach 
the word ; be instant in season, out of season ; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long suflTering 
and doctrine." To private christians we say. 
Bring error to the Bible ; weigh it in the scales 
of inspired revelation, and having thereby shown 
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its miserable deficiency, affix to it this oppro- 
brious yet approf)riate brand — " Tekel, thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting." 
As almost every age of the Church has appa- 
rently been marked by its appropriate visitation 
of error, so little penetration is requisite to 
perceive that PUSEYISM is the prevailing and 
widely-spreading epidemic in the episcopal 
community of the present day. And all genuine 
Protestants will acknowledge that it is an evil 
of deadly malignity, gigantic form, and in- 
creasing growth ; for it seems to be every day 
waxing larger and larger, and growing stronger 
and stronger. It is sowing differences, fer- 
menting feuds, and causing irremediable schisms 
amongst the ministers and members of the 
National Church of England, and tearing it 
with intestine broils and controversies. It is 
discarding the bread of life, for that which 
is not bread and satisfieth not, whilst it destroys 
the vital essence of Christianity, and reduces it 
to a mere affair of outward ceremony. It is 
turning away the attention of the multitudes 
who admire it, from the means whereby the 
soul may be saved, in order to fix the hopes 
upon unavailing rites, which at best can only 
gratify the outward senses, and stupify and 
silence conscience. It is degrading the doctrine 
of justification by faith, and, in its room, multi- 
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plying and exalting various fantastic and popish 
forms; and, as a necessary consequence, leaving 
the minds of it votaries without solid scriptural 
peace, and spiritual culture; seeing that the 
heated imagination is fed and inflamed by it 
only with pompous ritual, and bodily exercises 
which can profit nothing. In the economy of the 
Christian covenant, the truth as it is in Jesus 
is the saving instrument; but in Puseyism, 
salvation is the offspring often of ceremonial 
observance. In the Scriptures, a faithful mani- 
festation of the truth is sanctified by promises of 
grace; but for the pompous and semi-popish 
exhibition, for costly vestments, lighted candles, 
embroidered altar cloths, stone and wooden 
crosses, lowly bowings of the head towards the 
chancel — for all these, where is the promise of a 
single blessing registered in the whole Bible? 
These have no life-giving energy at all ; they are 
a Nehushtan ; and when there is no ordinance of 
heaven to clothe them with efficacy, what are they? 
They are but useless burdens, or interrupting 
barriers, between the mind and the things that 
belong unto its peace. Yet these puerilities 
in worship, these barriers between the soul and 
God, Puseyism with infinite labour is piling up; 
for it is superinducing amongst its votaries a 
love of ceremony, and a return to questionable 
observances wluch had long sunk into !^^q^<^\. 
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desuetude, in the room of inward, heart- felt 
spirituality — directing to forms and rites, and 
rubrical and traditional authority, instead of 
leading up the human mind to a more reverential 
and entire submission to the supreme authority 
of the word of God. It is decking itself more 
and more in the gorgeous habiliments of the 
scarlet-coloured harlot of mystical Babylon, 
instead of prizing the linen clean and white, 
which is the righteousness of saints, and glory- 
ing in the simple garb of pure and unsophisti- 
cated Christianity. In fine, it is promulgating 
most of the leading tenets of popery, whilst 
still deceptively lisping the " Shibboleth," and 
retaining a few of the outward characteristics of 
acknowledged protestantism. This is the system, 
against which, the calls of Providence at the 
present day, in a peculiar tone of emphasis, call 
all christian soldiers to contend. And as, in 
contending for the faith, it is essentially requi- 
site to know, at least to a certain extent, the 
Protean forms and ever-changing modifications 
which Error (chameleon-like, continually alter- 
ing its hues and aspects) variously assumes; 
and in order to give the hesitating, uninformed, 
and unwary, convincing proofs that there is an 
imperative necessity in the present day to 
jealously guard the interests of scriptural truth, 
we shall proceed to bring before the view of the 
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reader some of the false and dangerous opinions 
of the pro-catholic school of Oxford divines, and 
which are being, from the pulpit and the press, 
widely propagated by a large portion of the 
bishops and the inferior clergy of the Church of 
England. And be it distinctly remembered 
respecting the present contention, that it is not 
to be classed with those wrangles of party, which 
amuse ignorant zealots, and disgrace sober 
enquiry. This is truly a contention for " the 
faith,*' and let it be observed, too, that it is not 
engaged in until after long forbearance under 
multiplied assaults, insults, and provocations; 
and not even then, till we feel ourselves called 
upon by the intimations of Providence, and a 
most solemn sense of duty, to vindicate the 
perverted truth, and the abused and grossly 
dishonoured doctrines and ordinances of our 
Master in heaven. And so, having girded on the 
armour of righteousness, we will not lay it aside, 
till we shall have endeavoured to expose those 
arrogant pretensions of the Puseyite-priesthood, 
those popish introductions of the sacrament- 
arians, and those fallacious and anti-scriptural 
reasonings of the Tractarians, which are calcu- 
lated grievously to distress the feelings of every 
genuine protestant, and to deceive and lead 
onward, by sure though imperceptible degrees, 
the hearts of the simple and «\ip^\%\!\\i<^\x^ \xs\Rfc 
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all the depths and soul-destroying errors of the 
Papacy. 

For the information, then, of those who have 
not much examined the heresies of the ninety 
voluminous numbers of the Oxford " Tracts for 
the Times," the following enumeration may be 
regarded as a brief recital of the more prominent 
doctrines and Romanizing dogmas promul- 
gated and maintained by Dr. Pusey, Professor 
Keble, the Rev. John Henry Newman, and the 
other writers of the Tracts, and the numerous 
disciples of that semi-popish school of divines. 
All the ministers, and others of the Church of 
England who hold Tractarian tenets, maintain 
the doctrine of Apostolical Succession, or the 
existence of one christian episcopal priesthood, 
in an unbroken line for eighteen centuries, as an 
exclusive, unique, and integral caste, who alone 
have rightful ministerial authority to preach the 
gospel, or to communicate, through the ordi- 
nances, spiritual gifls; that evangelical truth 
cannot exist apart from the Anglican (which 
they call the '* truly apostolic*') Church.* They 



• " in this country (says the Bishop of London, 

in the charge delivered in St. Paul's Cathedral, October 10, 
1842,) the clergy of the national church, and they akme, 
are entitled to the respect and obedience of the people, 
as their lawful guides and governors in spiritual things. 
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also declare, that the Church has authority in 
matters of faith and practice, as opposed to the 
generally received protestant principle of the 
inalienable right of private judgment; that 
there is an authority in the traditions of the 
Church, written and unwriten, collateral with 
the Holy Scriptures, and to be used to decide 
controversy equally with the Bible, in connec- 
tion with the orders of the rubric, and the 
writings of the " Fathers." They recommend, 
also. Auricular Confession for sin to the clergy, 
and approve of seclusion from the world and 
monastic privacy.* They allow, also, respect 



They alone are duly commissioned to preach the word of 
God, and to minister his holy sacraments." The writer 
also of Tract No. 51 has this intolerant, impudent, 
and anti -scriptural assertion. — '* Christ has appointed 
[where ?] THE CHURCH as the only way unto eternal 
life." Did the man who wrote this, first blot out of his 
Bible the words of Jesus Christ? John xiv. 14. "J am 
the WAY, the Truth and the Life, no man can come unto 
the Father, but by ME." Again, the Saviour says, " I 
am the door, by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved." John x. 9. Now, who is to be believed, the 
Saviour or these bigots ? Is Christ, or " the Church," the 
only way ? 

* A circular, explaining the project, and soliciting from 
protestant churchmen subscriptions to carry it into effect, 
has recently been published, thus headed : — " Revival of 
Monastic and Conventual Institutions, on a ^1«xl «Aa:^\^ 
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to relics, obeisance to the cross, and saints' 
effigies. They believe, also, that there is a real 
sacrifice of the mass, and saving efficacy in the 
sacraments — but only when duly administered 
by supposed apostolically ordained clergymen; 
celibacy a holier state than matrimony, and 
therefore called by Dr. Puscy " the more excellent 
way;** intercession to saints, and especially to 
the " Queen of mercy, Mary, always a virgin, the 
Mediatrix, and Refuge of the afflicted."* They 



to the Exigencies of the Reformed Catholic Church of 
England." [! !] The Oa;fdrd Chronicle says, " the plan 
is already in operation at Littlemore, three miles from 
Oxford, Mr. Newman being the founder and president." 

* Though these frequent notes interrupt the reader, he 
must kindly pardon their insertion. We wish, by extracts 
from the Oxford Papists, to fully support all we say. 
Attention is therefore requested on the subject of Interces- 
sion to Saints, and to Mary. Hear the following forms of 
prayer : — " I beseech thee, blessed Mary, ever virgin, the 
blessed Michael the archangel, the blessed John Baptist, 
the holy apostles Peter and Paul, all saints, and thee my 
Father, to pray the Lord our God for me." Again; 
ponder this prayer: — " Holy Mary, and all the saints, 
intercede for us to the Lord, that we may be worthy of 
his help and salvation, who liveth and reigneth world 
without end." And where, reader, do you think, these 
prayers were taken from ? You instantly without hesita- 
tion, are ready to reply — ^^ Surely out of some Roman 
Catholic breviary." No such thing. It is almost incre* 
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acknowledge the utility of prayers for the dead ; 
the merit of good works; necessity of fasting, 
and bodily mortification, and of penance for 
post-baptismal sins. They also recommend 
" reserve" in teaching and expounding the 
Scriptures to the laity, especially advising that 
the doctrine of the atonement should be kept 



dible — yet not more strange than dreadfully true — that 
such is the awful departure from the faith, that these 
prayers, amongst many others of a like kind, form a part 
of a certain ritual of devotion, recommended for use by 
Oxford theologians — ^by clergymen holding the emolu- 
ments and sharing the honours of what is yet called the 
Protestant [and apostolic] church ! ! 

But still worse than this. The following is part of a 
hymn writen in honour and praise of " The Virgin," by 
Professor Keble : — 

" Ave Maria! Mother blest, 
To whom caressing and caress'd 

Clings the Eternal Child ! 
Favoured beyond archangels' dream, 
When first on thee with tenderest gleam 

The new-bom Saviour smiled. 

" Ave Maria! Thou whose name 
All but adoring love may claim ! 

Tet may we reach thy shrine : * 

For He, thy Son and Saviour, vows. 
To crown all lowly, lofty brows 

With love and joy like thine." 

We indignantly ask — Ought such Catholics to be re- 
tained in any Pi'otestant community ? We trow not. 
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in the back ground, and other fundamental 
truths of protestantism, &c.* 

Of course, all the Oxford catholics, and we 
must add, the members of the Camden Society 
at Cambridge and their proselytes who hold 
similar heretical views, do not entertain in every 
particular these various sentiments; but the 
great body of their followers are more or less 
tinctured with these awful tenets, and have gone 
with their original teachers into most of their 
papistical opinions. Amongst the weak, the 
visionary, the superstitious, and the ignorant, 
both of the clergy and laity, this desolating 
heresy is awfully increasing. And however 
some may differ in minor details, the clergy and 
their flocks of this school all agree in a hatred 
of the doctrine of the atonement, and justifica- 
Hon by faith alone,f because the preaching of 

* See Tracts Nos. 80 and 87, in which, by a series of 
most sophistical arguments, an attempt is made to show 
that there are certain doctrines in the word of God which 
are NOT proper to be taught but to a very select few, 
called " practised christians," by these tractarian writers. 

f " We (the writers of the Tracts) have always con- 
sidered the doctrine, that God conveys grace only through 
the instrumentality of the mental energies — that is, 
through faith, prayer, active spiritual contemplation, or 
(what is commonly called) communion with God, in con- 
tradiction to the primitive view — according to which [we 
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*' Christ crucified" scripturally, and fully, is to 
them more than foolishness; for they nauseate 
all the peculiar doctrines of the gospel system, 
oppose, haughtily contemn, and ridicule all 
all ministers not belonging to their (boastingly 
called " apostolic") church, or not embracing 
their high views, and consequently frown on 
all the various labours of if^eepiscopal christian 
enterprize, which mark the onward movements 
of the zealous disciples of the Saviour, to evan- 
gelize the moral wastes of Britain, and the world. 
Thus we see, then, that the discrepancy 
between genuine protestantism, and modem 
Tractarianism, is broadly marked, and therefore 
the antagonism existing, and exerted by the 
two, must be very great. Let us see, then, if 
there be not some points wherein Popery and 
Puseyism coincide, and viewing the latter as 
the antagonistic system, which is avowedly alien 
to the principles of the Reformation, we shall 
place it in juxta-position with Romanism, and 



believe] the Church and her sacraments are the ordained 
and direct yisible means of conveying to the soul what is 

in itself supematural and unseen Indeed this 

may even be set down as the essence of sectarian doctrine, 
to consider faith, and not the sacraments^ as the proper 
instrument of justification and other gospel gifts." — See the 
Preface to Vol. II. of " Tracts, ficc." 

C 
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testing some of its dogmas by the statements of 
tbe New Testament, thus endeavour to show its 
hostility to the simple truths and spiritual wor- 
ship of venerated protestantism. Thus in a 
collateral point of view, by showing some of the 
Jeading and dangerous errors of the Tractarian 
system, (which, like the simoon of the east, deso- 
lates wherever it goes,) we shall further illustrate 
the necessity that exists, to *' contend earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to the saints." 
Observe, then. 
First. Pusetism Aim Popert disparage 

INSPIRATION, AND EXALT TRADITION. 

There are ministers, and laymen, who still 
wearing the name of protestants, deny the fun- 
damental protestant doctrine — of the sufficiency 
and entire authority of the Holy Scriptures, as 
the only rule of faith, worship, and practice. In 
opposition to this protestant axiom, the Council 
of Trent maintains, " that there is not expressly 
contained in scripture all necessary doctrine, 
concerning faith and manners." Cardinal Bel- 
larmine also testifies " that Romish doctors 
assert, that the entire necessary doctrine, whether 
of faith or manners, is not contained in scrip- 
ture, and that therefore, besides the written word 
of God, an unwritten word is required — that is, 
divine apostolical tradition." Dr. Wiseman 
also (the present Roman Catholic Bishop), in 
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his recently published Lectures, speaking of the 
test of doctrine amongst catholics, says, " they 
allow of no authority but the word of God, 
written and unwritten" These are Romish 
testimonies. What says Mr. Froude? Hear 
him:— *' Your trumpery principle about scrip- 
ture being the sole rule of faith in fundamentals.*' 
What says Mr. Newman of Oxford ? These are 
his words: — " Surely the sacred volume was 
never intended, and was not adapted, to teach 
us our creed, however certain it is, that we can 
prove our creed from it, when it has once been 
taught us." Hear next the language of the 
Oxford Tracts. " No men actually do — few 
men living in society could — form from the 
word of God only, their religious and moral 
system." All these witnesses, then, disparage 
and impugn the sole authority and sufficiency 
of Inspiration. The golden sentence of the 
immortal Chillingworth has come to be coolly 
looked upon by many, and to be regarded with 
jealousy, if not wholly disowned, by the arro- 
gant claimants and apologists of apostolical 
powers. Let us now hear Chillingworth. He 
was brought up as a protestant, but left her 
communion, and seceded to the Church of 
Rome. Having reason, however, to believe that 
the Roman Catholic Church was an apostate 
church, be came over again to the Church of 
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England^ and died in her communion. The 
remarks now ahout to he adduced relative to 
the religion of protestants, and relative also to 
Romanism, were written to a popish priest, after 
his secession from the Church of Rome. He 
says, " By the religion of protestants, I do not 
understand the doctrine of Luther, or Calvin, 
or Melancthon, nor the confession of Augsburg, 
or Geneva, nor the catechism of Heidelberg, nor 
the articles of the Church of England, nor the 
harmony of protestant confessions; but that 
wherein they all agree, and to which they all 
subscribe with a greater harmony, as a perfect 
RULE of faith and action, that is, the Bible; 
THE BIBLE, I say, THE BIBIiE ONLY, 
IS THE RELIGION OF PROTESTANTS. 
Whatever else they believe besides, and the 
plain, irrefragable, indubitable consequences of 
it, they may well hold as a matter of opinion; 
but as a matter of faith, and religion, they can 
neither on their own grounds believe it them- 
selves, nor require others to believe it, without 
most high and schismatic presumption." 

But the papists, and the Puseyites, both differ 
from the sentiments which have just been quoted. 
Not a few of either party have thrown out (not 
indirect, unintelligible hints, or specious inu- 
endos, but) broad and bold assertions, that the 
Scriptures alone are not able to make men wise 
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unto salvation. They object to the Bible being 
regarded as its own expositor. They look with 
jealous suspicion on the noble efforts made tc 
give to all, in their own tongue, without note oi 
comment, the " book of all books the best," the 
volume of the Sacred Scriptures. Creeds, 
rubrics, and homilies are accordingly being 
extolled to the skies, and are to be appealed to 
now. Hence Mr. Faber (no mean authority) 
has said, " Scripture and antiquity are the two 
pillars, upon which all rationally established 
faith must ultimately repose." But we ask. Is 
the pillar of antiquity sound, uninjured, without 
fracture •* We read not any where in our bibles 
that "antiquity" is the pillar and ground of 
truth ; and history tells us far otherwise, that it 
is a broken reed at best, and oft a spear, on 
which faith bleeds, and hope expires. Where, 
then, is the Church catholics' tradition to be 
found, and is its interpretation in all ages the 
same, and uniformly consonant with bible truth P 
On these questions, let Chilling worth again 
speak out. He says, " I, for my part, after a 
long and, as I verily believe and hope, impartial 
search after the true way of eternal happiness, 
do profess plainly, that I cannot find any rest 
for the sole of my feet, but upon this rock only, 
THE BIBLE. I See plainly with my own eyes, 
that there are Popes against Popes, m\^C»qvw3w^A^ 

c3 
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against Councils, some Fathers against Fathers, 
and the same Fathers against themselves; a 
consent of Fathers of one age, against a consent 
of Fathers of another age. Traditional inter- 
pretations of scripture are pretended, but there 
are few, or none, to be found. In one word, 
there is no sufficient certainty, but of scripture 
only, for any considering man to build upon. 
Propose me any thing out of this book, and 
require me, whether I believe it or not, and, 
seem it ever so incomprehensible to human 
reason, I wiU subscribe it with hand and heart, 
as knowing that no demonstration can be 
stronger than this — God hath said so, there- 
fore it is true." Hear another still more ancient 
authority. St Chrysostom asserts, that " the 
only way of arriving at the knowledge of 
genuine Christianity, is to search — not anti- 
quated Fathers,* but the Scriptures, the Bible 

* It is stated of Archbishop Usher, that it took him 
nearly nineteen years to get through « The Fathers!" 
though he read a portion eyery day, no matter what 
other business demanded his attention. Is there one of a 
thousand of those who so greatly extol the Fathers, who 
have read a tythe portion of their ponderous Tolumes ? The 
Rev. John Burnet, in his recent five Lectures, [price Is.] 
says, ** You are to take Chrysostom, and Jerome, and 
IrensBus, and Basil, and all the saints in fact, and all 
the Fathers, from the first to the twelfth century (for they 
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we now have in our possession." These are his 
words: — " Because at this time heresy has 
infected the Church, the divine Scriptures only 
can afford a proof of genuine Christianity, and a 
refuge to those who are desirous of arriving at 
the truth of the faith." Thus similarly speaks 
Irenseus, as to the subject of human traditions: 
— " The doctrines delivered by the apostles to 
the churches which they founded, and afterwards 
consigned by them to writing in the New Test- 
ament, in order that it might be in all future 



go through twelve hundred years); you are to take all the 
writers of twelve hundred years, and you are to make 
them your witnesses, and you are to examine them all, and 
cross examine them all, and study them all, and endea- 
vour to ascertain what they severally say, and what they 
say together, and find out the points on which they are 
agreed, which you are to receive as thus estahlished hy 
tradition; and reject the points about which they are not 
agreed, as points to be held in abeyance, and the truth 
and faUacy of which must be found in some other way. 
Now let us appeal to the time, let us appeal to the learn- 
ing, let us appeal to the judgment, which would be required 
for such a work as this; and who is there that would say, 
that Christianity could ever find its way through the world, 
if it were to be circulated in connection with a machinery 
such as this. And yet the Puseyites throw us on this 
system of Tradition, on this cumbrous machinery of inter- 
pretation." See BwmeVt teeond Lecture on Tradition, 
page 11* 

C 4 
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ages, the ground and pillar of truth, is the only 
authoritative tradition,** of which this Father 
speaks. 

Sufficient evidence has surely been adduced 
from merely human authorities — if there be 
those who are foolish enough to give implicit 
credence to them — ^to show^ that early Fathers 
made their final appeal to scripture. For the 
instant we cross the line of Inspiration, we are 
all of us completely out of the territory where 
the only rightful tribunal is erected, before 
which all matters concerning faith, duty, and 
worship must be decided, and at whose bar 
alone all true protestants demand to be tried. 
Paul appealed to Caesar's judgment seat — the 
opponent of popery and Puseyism says, " I 
appeal alone to the Bible!" Hence we de- 
nounce the notion of a traditionary revelation, 
apart from the Scriptures, and call upon all who 
love and prize their Bibles, to do so likewise. 
Eor it is a grave affront, offered to the suffi- 
ciency and integrity of inspired truth, as well as 
to the Majesty of heaven, its author. It is also 
a strong delusion, which no mind can entertain, 
without the influence of the divine record upon 
it being weakened, and completely repelled 
from it. We know what followed in the Jewish 
Church [may God avert it from the Anglican 
Church], when another authority, independent 
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of that of Moses and the prophets, was elevated 
to an improper equality with it. The human 
law gradually supplanted the divine, in its hold 
upon the puhlic mind, until ahject homage was 
paid to novelties and traditions, which opposed 
the commandments of God, and stripped all 
their sacred institutions of the sacredness and 
spiritual vitality, which alone rendered them 
valuable. And so it will be in our land, if God 
in awful judgment give up the ministry of the 
Church of England, and the masses of the 
people, to the strong delusions of Tradition and 
sacramental efficacy, and all the other correla- 
tive errors of Puseyism. For with the Oxford 
divines, it seems that Tradition and Truth are 
henceforth to be yoked together; that the erring 
" Fathers"* of the early Church, many of whom 



• Martin Luther says — ^* When God's word is by * the 
Fathers ' expounded, construed, and glossed, (hen, in my 
judgment, it is even like to one that strains nulk through 
a coal sack, which must needs spoil and make the milk 
black. Even so, God's word of itself is sufficiently pure, 
clean, bright, and clear; but through the doctrines, wri- 
tings, and books of the Fathers, it is very sorely blackened, 
foMfied, and spoiled." 

How different the views of the Reformer, to the views 
and sentiments of the Yicar of the University Church 
(St Mary's) at Oxford. The Rev. Mr. NewmM\^ vcl V>a 
Lectures on Romanism and PepuVax 'Sto\ai»Xasl>c^%^b^<»^'^^'» 
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taught th^ most awful errors,'*^ are to pronounce 
their final dictum on the lively oracles of God; 
and that, turning away from the still, small, yet 
authoritative voice of the gospel, we are to pay 
ohsequious homage to the mandate, " Hear the 



** Catholic tradition is a divine informant in religious 
matters. We agree (says the writer) with the Romanist j 
in appealing to antiquity, as our * Great Teacher.'" 
Page 47. 

'* Both Romanists and ourselyes maintain as follows 
that whateyer doctrine the primitive age unanimously 
attest, whether hy content of Fathers, or by councils, or hy 
controversies, or in whatever way — whatever may fairly 
and reasonably be considered to be the universal belief of 
those ages [when and where was there universal 
BELIEF?], is to be received as coming Arom the Apostles." 

Will genuine PROTESTANTS 80 easily agree with the 
Romanists, and these Oxford semi-Romanists, on these 
points? We, on the contrary, believe that the holy and 
inspired writings of the Apostles are the only certain 
traditions which can be traced to them. 

* An appeal to antiquity can be turned with tremen- 
dous force against the high church divines. Give the 
people a true history of Christianity for the first three 
centuries, and you overturn the whole fabric of church 
power and veneration for antiquity. See this incontro- 
vertibly illustrated in a masterly work entitled, ** Tlie 
Theology of the Early Christian Church Exhibited, in 
quotations from the writers of the first three centuries. 
By James Bennett, D. D. The Congregational Lecture 
for i84L Eighth Series. 
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Fathers," " Hear the Church," and even allow 
the prayer book, and antiquity, a co-equality 
with the Bible! Thus the apple of discord, 
now thrown down by the semi-papists, is, the 
relative claims of revelation and tradition. 
Hence, as Chilling worth well remarks, " Our 
Judge of controversy, is our greatest controversy.'* 
If God had appointed a human judge, an his- 
torical censor, to pronounce infallibly in all 
causes of mental and controversial litigation, 
would not the path to the tribunal have been 
made to all, light, and clear, and plain ? But 
Tradition only makes " darkness visible." How 
can the hard-working and unlettered masses of 
the people answer or decide all the vexed ques- 
tions, connected with the involved and entangled 
enquiries concerning antiquity ? Shall Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John lie on the shelf unheeded 
and untouched, till our poor ploughmen and 
operatives have ascertained thoroughly what the 
" Fathers" and certain Greek and Latin councils 
have said on various controverted passages in 
their Bibles? Oh, no; if any poor man lack 
wisdom, let him ask it of God, who giveth liber- 
ally, and upbraideth not. " Search the Scrip- 
tures" is our motto, and our advice to all. If 
this be not right, the Bereans must no longer be 
held up, as a noble example of intelligent 
investigation. If the Bi\Ae \a ucA >iJafe qxX^ ^a^cA. 
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infallible guide in all matters of faith, worship, 
and practice, we must never any more quote the 
language of the Saviour, although he said, in 
direct opposition to the dogmas of traditionists, 
" Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of me." Well then, in contending for the faith, 
be this our war-cry — " To the law and to the 
testimony; if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them." 
Venerate scripture; contemn tradition. 

Just in proportion as this main principle (that 
written tradition, as contained in the canonical 
books of the inspired scriptures is the only 
divine rule of faith and practice) is weakened, 
or in the least degree invalidated, a threatening 
and dangerous fissure is made in that strong and 
noble embankment, which our reformers set up 
to keep out and to impede the influx of Rome's 
damnable heresies. But there are men— aye, 
and preachers and prelates too — ^who have long 
been industriously (and at first secretly at work) 
weakening this embankment; and they have 
made a chasm in it — and, alas! through this 
chasm, error at first oozed gently out, but, by 
their continued efforts, the chasm gets every day 
wider and wider, and, if not speedily repaired— 
if the flood which is now flowing forth through 
it. Is not arrested, by this fearful injury being 
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well stopped up — it will soon lay the whole of 
Protestant England under a desolating flood, 
where awful ruin will universally prevail. Or, 
to change the figure, observe, if the man who 
wilfully obscures or extinguishes the warning 
rays which emanate from the lantern tower of a 
lighthouse, is morally guilty, as the procuring 
cause of all the wrecks, and consequent loss of 
life, which may be the sad result of the obscurity 
and darkness which his folly or his temerity may 
have occasioned, so, by a parity of reasoning, 
the individual who sets up false lights instead 
of the bright and authorized flame, he is equally 
guilty with the former delinquent if wreck and 
ruin ensue. Know, then, that the Puseyites are 
doing this every day. The Bible is the only 
true and all-sufficient light which God has given 
for the spiritual illumination of a benighted 
world. David says, " Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light upon my path." But, 
'^ NO !" say the Oxford Tractmen and their 
proselytes, " you must have Tradition's lantern, 
the wTiwritten word, as well as the Bible, or you 
will never find your way 1" Oh, the evils which 
Puseyite teachers are effecting ! They are try- 
ing to bedim the light of Inspiration, and are 
rearing up, here, there, and every where, the 
false lights of Tradition and Romanism — and 

we fear and feel assured that, iVvtoixi^ ^«si&. 

c 7 



86 AN EXCLUSIVE PRIESTHOOD. 

delusive guidance^ thousands will make awful 
shipwreck of faith, and sink eventually into 
endless, hopeless^ bottomless perdition. For if 
the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the 
ditch. 

Having thus shown how Popery and Puseyism 
conjointly attempt to sap and undermine the 
deep foundations of that axiom which may most 
properly be regarded as the very citadel of Pro- 
testantism, and that they both try to tarnish the 
brightest jewel in the diadem of the reformer s 
faith, by denying the sufficiency and unlimited 
authority of the written word of God, we once 
more reiterate, in the hearing of all (and would 
to God it were the creed of all) " The Bible, 
and THE Bible alone, is the religion of Pro- 
testants." 

We must proceed, now, to the consideration of 
another kindred error, as embraced and exten- 
sively propagated by the partizans of Laudean 
and high church principles in the present dayr 

Secondly. Puseyism and Popery set up a 
human exclusive priesthood, and give undue 
influence and importance to those who 
engage in their public religious services. 
The exclusive authority of the clergy is most 
unhesitatingly asserted by each party. Accord- 
ingly, this arrogant and insolent assumption is 
now dogmatically disseminated, viz. That, in the 
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true Church there is but one order of men, who are 
the genuine ministers of the true sanctuary, and 
therefore, that all who have not been episcopally 
ordained are impudent intruders into the sacred 
office, only pretenders to holy orders, having no 
true ministerial authority, and therefore are 
nothing but imposters and deceivers of the 
people. By one summary act of excommuni- 
cation they cast out of the pale of the Church 
a vast multitude of faithful and successful 
preachers of Christ's holy gospel, and thus bid 
them away, whom the Head of the Church has 
called, qualified, and sent forth as labourers into 
his vineyard, l^he exclusive, arrogant, and un- 
founded claims of a large portion of the present 
episcopally -ordained priesthood is amazing. 
Now, in opposition to Popery and Puseyism, 
we deny that, under the christian dispensation, 
there is a successive priesthood, or any actual 
altar at which they may serve — or any repeated 
sacrifice (as in the mass is pretended) that can 
by such priests be ever offered. In reference to 
the new and gospel dispensation and worship, 
there is not a word (in the senses in which 
Puseyites and Papists apply them) about priests, 
or priesthood, altars, sacrifices, or aught of the 
sacrificial language to which their several hier- 
archies are so devoted. Puseyism has thought 
fit, and she must answer for it at the ^x^»X.\^xw^ 
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terrible day of the Lord^ to bring back and affix 
to her clergy and their functions^ to her sacra- 
mental table and its symbolic elements^ a set of 
denominations which the Holy Ghost not only 
never annexed to the ministry and ordinances 
of his own creation, but which he had, with 
pointed care, excluded from the New Testament 
system altogether. Puseyism has pilfered them 
from Rome -^ she cannot gain them from the 
Bible. In proof, ponder the following extracts, 
which will show that ecclesiastical domination 
and priestly arrogance and imposture are zea* 
lously defended, and with equal jealousy guarded 
both by the professors of Tractarian doctrine 
at Oxford, and the proud priests of Rome. 
Hear, first, an extract from the Council of Trent ; 
hear, secondly, an extract from a modem epis- 
copally-ordained divine of London. 

The following passage is taken from the 
debates of the Council of Trent, and selected 
from the chapter "Of the Institution of the 
Priesthood of the Law : '* — 

<* Sacrifice and priesthood are so joined by the ordl- 
nance of God, that both are found together in every 
dispensation. Since, therefore, under the New Testa- 
ment, the Catholic Church has received, by divine insti- 
tution, the holy and visible sacrifice of the eucharist, it 
must be acknowledged that she has a neWf and vinble, 
and external priesthood, in the place of the old. Now the 
tradition o{ the Catholic Church has always taught that 
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tbis priesthood was instituted by the Lord our Sariour, 
and that to his Apostles, and their successors in the priest- 
hoodf the power was given to consecrate, offer, and minister 
his body and blood, and also to remit and retain sins/' 

The Catechism of Trent says, that the office 
of the priest is 

" To offer sacrifice to God. The bishop, and after him 
the priests who may be present, impose hands on the 
candidate for the priesthood. He (the bishop) next 
anoints his hands with sacred oil, reaches him a chalice 
containing wine, and a patina with bread, saying — 
* Receive potoer to offer sacrifice to God, and to celebrate 
mass, as well for the living as the dead, &c., &c."' 

These extracts show the Papists* views of the 
sacrifice of the mass — that power is given to the 
priests, that the Lord's table is elevated into an 
altar, and the bread and wine transmuted into 
a real sacrifice. Now let us hear what a divine 
of the present day says :— 

** Now it is of first-rate importance that we consider 
Christ as withdrawn only from the eye of sense, and 
therefore present as truly, after a spiritual manner, with 
his church as when, in the day of humiliation, he moved 

visibly upon earth He has provided, by keeping 

up a succession qf men who derive authority in unbroken 
series from the Jirst teachers of the faith, for the continued 
preaching of the word and administration of his sacra- 
ments. And thus he (Christ) has been all along the great 
minister of his church, delegating power to inferior minis- 
ters You have no right, 'wYl'^tl 'jo^^X ^^'^TL^sv 
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the Banctuary, to regard the individaal who addresses you 
as a mere public speaker. *. . . . He is an ambassador from 
the great Head of the Church, and derives an authority 
from this Head which is quite independent of his own 
worthiness. And though there be a great deal preached 
in which you cannot recognize the voice of the Saviour, 
and though the sacraments be administered by hands which 
seem impure enough to sully their sanctity ^ yet we venture to 
assert, that no man who keeps Christ steadfastly in view, 
as the minister of the true tabernacle, will ever fail to 
derive profit fVom a sermon, or strength from a com- 
munion. The ordained preacher is a messenger — a mes- 
senger from the God of the whole earth. His mental 
strength may be weak — that is nothing. His speech may 
be contemptible— that is nothing. His knowledge may 
be circumscribed — we say not — that is nothing ; but we 
say that, whatever the man's qualification, he must rest 
upon his office. When every thing seems against them, so 
that, on a carnal calculation, you would suppose the 
services of the Church stripped of all efficacy, then, by 
acting faith on the Head of the Ministry, they are in- 
structed and nourished, though, in the main, the given 
lesson be falsehood, and the prqferred sfustenance little better 
than poison, Christ, though removed from visible demon- 
stration, has yet so close a concernment with all the 
business of the sanctuary — uttering the word, sprinkling 
the water, and breaking the bread to all the members of 
his mystical body, that He must emphatically be styled 
< a minister of holy things — of the true tabernacle, which 
the Lord pitched, and not man.'"* — Thus poison then 
becomes food ! and Error nourishes as much as evangelic 
Truth. I ! ! 

* See « Sermons by Henry MolviUe, A.M.," pp. 44, 48. 
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Similar to the above are the following senti- 
ments in the Preface to Vol. II. of " Tracts." 
" The sacraments are in the hands of the clergy." 

" Their efficacy is independent of the 

personal character of the administrator." The 
following also is language contained in '* Tracts 
for the Times," No. 7, where the writer says — 
*' A person not commissioned from the bishop 
may use the words of baptism and sprinkle with 
the water, but there is no promise from Christ 
that such a man should admit souls into the 
kingdom of heaven. A man not commissioned 
from a bishop may pretend to give the Lord's 
Supper, but it can afford no comfort to any 
who receive it at his hands. And as far as the 
person who takes upon himself, without warrant 
to minister in holy things, he is all the while 
treading in the steps of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. Remember, then, it is only the having 
received this commission from the bishop that can 
give any security that the ministration of the 
word and sacraments shall be effectual to the 
saving of your souls. The Dissenters have it 
not" Thus it appears, then, were we to believe 
those extracts just quoted from Popish and 
Puseyistic authorities, that true priesthood imd 
apostolical succession are indispensibly neces- 
sary to valid ministration in the true sanctuary. 
And in the utterance of these boVA «i\^\wAkq:^^'^ 
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assumptions there is a lofty dogmatism and a 
positivity of style perfectly astounding in these 
Tractarian teachers. What they lack in sound 
scriptural argument they make up in bold and 
unsupported assertions. They awe the timid 
by their audacity — they puzzle the illiterate 
with their sophistry and vain parade of patristic 
learning, whilst they entrap the incautious by 
their disputatious logomachy. As an illustra- 
tion of these remarks, listen to the language of 
Dr. Hook. *' The prelates who, at this time, 
rule the churches of these realms, were validly 
ordained by others, who, by means of an un- 
broken SPIRITUAL descent of ordination, derived 
their mission from the Apostles and from our 
Lord. This continued descent is evident to 
every one who chooses to investigate it. Let 
him read the catalogues of bishops, ascending up 
to the most remote period. Our ordinations 
descend in a direct unbroken line from Peter 
and Paul, the Apostles of the circumcision, and 
the Gentiles. There is not a bishop, priest, or 
deacon among us who cannot, if he please, trace 
his own spiritual descent from St. Peter or 
St. Paul."* As loftily and as summarily also 



♦ See " Two Sermons, by Dr. Hook, Jjeeds, 1837," 
pp. 7 and 8, when he says, in another place, " Unless 
Chnsi be spiritually present with the ministers of religion 
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are the same claims asserted in the following 
extract in No. 7 of the Oxford Tracts : — " As 
to the fact of the apostolical succession^ (says 
the writer) that is, that our present bishops are 
the heirs and representatives of the Apostles by 
successive transmission of the prerogative of 
being so, this is too notorious to require proof." 
All this is much sooner said than satisfactorily 
and indisputably proved. And, in flat contra- 
diction to this pretended claim of apostolic suc- 
cession, we assert 

Scripture entirely discountenances it. 

Historic records quite overturn it. 

Common sense indignantly rejects it. 

1. We say scripture discountenances the claim. 
In order satisfactorily to support the theory of 
the Oxford Tractarians, it ought to be by them 
indisputably shown that there was a successional 
character in the apostolate. In direct antago- 



in their services, those services wiU be vain. But the 
only ministrations in which He has promised his presence 
is, to those of the hishoj» who are successors of the first 
commissioned Apostles, an^ the other clergy, acting under 
their sanction and by their authority." 

Where does the Yicar of Leeds find that one exclusive 
promise to the bishops and clergy, as by him asserted to 
have been made by Jesus Christ ? Where ? 

Oh, Bigotry ! hide thy frowning face, or speak less 
boastingly of thy own particular party. 
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nism to this, we say that there is not one passage 
in all the New Testament which can be brought 
forward to prove it. The nature of the apos- 
tolic office was temporary, not permanent — 
therefore not hereditary, transferable, or in any 
sense successional. You hear not one word in 
all the inspired record, that when one Apostle 
died through martyrdom or age, that the sur- 
vivors proceeded to elect another apostle in his 
room. " Oh, yes! this was just their plan," says 
the writer of the Tract No. 5, page 6, when he 
observes " that one of their very first acts, when 
deprived of the presence of their Lord, was to 
select a person to be associated with them in 
the apostolic office, that the number originally 
named to that office might be complete." If the 
object, as here stated, was " that the number 
[twelve] originally named might be complete," 
why have the advocates for succession increased 
that ''number" to twelve hundred — aye, to 
twelve thousand fold ? Why not keep to the 
number, twelve? But the reference made by 
the writer is, beyond question, to the election of 
Matthias, of whom we never hear another word 
after this election. Now that was either an 
official act, or it was not. If official, it was 
premature. The Apostles were commanded to 
wait — till they were endued with power from 
on high. Then, till thus enriched, they were 
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powerless — unauthorized. And from nothing 
nothing is, is an ancient axiom. Their pre- 
mature election, therefore, vitiated its utility. 
But if it be admitted that their choice was not 
an official act, the whole transaction sinks into 
nothing, and dwindles from the touch when 
examined as a precedent for successional descent. 
Besides, was not this election wholly set aside 
by Christ, when he chose and called Paul to 
bear his name far hence to the Gentiles ? and 
therefore he miraculously allowed him to see 
him, that, like all other Apostles, he might be a 
witness of his resurrection. It was indispensible 
to the very existence of the apostolic office, and 
the proper possession of it, that the commission 
should be held immediately from Christ. This 
was the case with Paul. This was not the case 
with Matthias. It is not the case with any of 
the men who Puseyistically boast that they only 
are the true successors of the Apostles. 

Besides, by a scriptural examination of the 
nature of the apostolic t>ffice, and the peculiar 
prerequisites needful for it, and the duties 
attendant on it, it was impossible that they 
could have successors. Let us ask. What were 
the " signs of an apostle ?" They were inspired. 
Inspiration was essential to an apostle. But 
Puseyistic prelates and priests are not inspired, 
therefore they are not their successors, TV\<i, 
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apostles especially possessed the gills of working 
miracles; their pretended successors can work 
no miracles. They had seen the Lord^ and 
were all of them to be the witnesses ofi^the 
Saviour's resurrection; but who in modem 
times, like them, have seen the Lord ? None* 
In this latter view, then, none can be successors 
of the apostles. The learned Dr. George 
Campbell, many years ago the Principal of 
Mareschal College, Aberdeen, has, in his Lec- 
tures on Ecclesiastical History (Lecture 5), 
thus stated the temporary nature of the apostolic 
office. On each of the following particulars he 
most judiciously amplifies, whilst showing — 1. 
The indispensable requisites in an apostle suffi- 
ciently demonstrate, that the office should be 
but temporary. It was necessary that he should 
be one who had seen Jesus Christ in the flesh, 
after his resurrection. 2. The apostles were 
distinguished by prerogatives, which did not 
descend to any after them. 3. Their mission 
was of quite a differ^t kind to that of any 
ordinary pastor. 4. As a full proof that the 
matter was thus universally understood, both in 
their own age, and in the times immediately 
succeeding ; no one, on the death of an apostle, 
was even substituted in his room; and when 
that original sacred college was extinct, the title 
became extinct with it The arguments of this 
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presbyterian clergyman are ably supported by 
that eminent ornament of the Church of Eng- 
land^ Dr. Isaac Barrow, who, in his learned 
" Treatise on the Pope's Supremacy," thus 
expresses himself, as to any scriptural support 
of the notion of apostolical succession. His 
words are: — " The apostolical office, as such, 
was personal and temporary; and therefore, 
according to its nature and design, not suc- 
cessive, or communicable to others in perpetual 
descendence from them. It was, as such, in all 
respects extraordinary, conferred in a special 
manner, designed for special purposes, dis- 
charged by special aids, endowed with special 
privileges, as was needful for the propagation of 
Christianity, and founding of churches." After 
eloquently amplifying on many particulars. Dr. 
B. winds up the whole argument from scripture 
thus: — " Now such an office, consisting of so 
many extraordinary privileges, and miraculous 
powers, which were requisite for the foundation 
of the church and the diffusion of Christianity, 
against the manifold difficulties and discourage- 
ments, which it then must needs encounter, was 
not designed to continue by derivation; for it 
containeth in it divers things which apparently 
were not communicable, and which no man, 
without gross imposture a^ad hypocrisy, coxild 
challens-e to himself. NekYiei d\dVXi^«^i^'^^^ 
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pretend to communicate it; they did indeed 
appoint standing pastors and teachers in each 
church; they did assume fellow-lahourers and 
assistants in the work of preaching and gover- 
nance; but they did not constitute Apostles 
equal to themselves in authority, privileges, and 
gifts." " For who knoweth not," saith St. 
Austin, " the principate of apostleship to he 
preferred before any episcopacy." " And the 
bishops," saith Bellarmine, " have no part of 

the TRUE APOSTOLICAX AUTHORITY." ThuS .WC 

see, then, if candid, and unwarped by party 
prejudice^ the Scriptures no where countenance 
the scheme. " It is manifest, then, that in what 
was original, extraordinary, miraculous, and of 
necessity temporary — ^that is, in all that was 
peculiar and essential to their office — the 

APOSTLES COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE SUCCESSORS. 

To say they could, is to deny scripture testi- 
mony, and is as absurd as to assert, that the 
Creator could have successors in making the 
world ! "* 

In addition to what has been already stated, 
a number of other collateral enquiries might 
quickly be enumerated and urged, all of which 
would produce new and insuperable difficulties 
to the exclusive claimants of apostolical succes- 

* See ** Godjcin's Apostolical Christianity,'* p. 67. 
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sion. A few shall just, with the greatest possible 
brevity, be mentioned. It is incumbent, first. 
That the successionists should show more clearly 
than they have ever yet shown — the scriptural 
design (if any) of maintaining the apostolic 
office, as at first instituted. Secondly: We ask 
them to shew us in the New Testament the texts 
where the assertion of the actual or supposed 
necessity for this succession is stated, as a con- 
comitant, in the scriptural requisites which are 
there so often and so plainly exhibited, as 
needful to constitute valid ministerial character.* 
Thirdly : We are yet in doubt, and wish to be 
informed, through what particular line of church 
polity this " unbroken spiritual descent of ordi- 
nation" was to run. Was it to be through 
" catalogues of bishops," or through plain co- 
presbyters ? The two orders are viewed as dis- 
tinct now ; but they were certainly co-ordinate, 
completely equal, in the apostolic age. Ancient 
ecclesiastical history knows nothing of diocesan 
and lord-bishops ; they are of more recent date ! 
Yet we know, (according to the venerable histo- 



* Amidst all the particularity with which the Apostle, 
in his epistles to Timothy and Titus, exhihits the various 
qualifications essential to true ministerial character, he 
never hints that pastors must trace their spiritual descQUt 
in an unbroken connection, {rom OiiQ X^o%Vi«;^ 



t» 
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nan Bede, who wrote this account In the year 73 1 ) 
that Columba was the first preacher of Christ's 
faith to the Picts,* through whom the British 
line is traced by some; and yet Bede every 
where describes him as a mere presbyter, and 
never owns him as a bishop, but as '' a monke. 
However, waving all this, we want to know more 
clearly, fourthly. Even if the descent is epis- 
copal, through WHAT line it has really run ? Is 
it to come through Rome? But why not 
through Antioch, of which it is universally 
granted that Peter was bishop ; whilst there are 
very grave doubts with many whether he ever 
saw, or was in all his lifetime at Rome. Dr. 
Hook uses an unfortunate word; he says, 
" There is not a bishop, priest, or deacon 
among us, who cannot, if he please, trace his 
own spiritual descent from St^ Peter or St Paul." 
Or St. Paul ! Are there two lines then ; or is the 
party doubtful to which they shall look for their 
legitimacy, as true ministers? That unfortu- 



* This took place about the year 666. Theodore was 
made Archbishop of Canterbury about 668. And the 
British bishops, [coequal pastors and ministers] who 
had receiyed, not episcopal but presbyterian ordination, 
laboured with great success for the period of twenty 
years, before even the monk Austin (the apostle of Kent) 
set foot in Britain* 
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nate word or St. Paul, tells out their uncertainty. 
But fifthly: When they have settled all these 
difficult preliminaries, it will be incumbent on 
them (though they tell us "the fact is too noto- 
rious to require proof) to prove that their 
ordinations descend in a direct, unbroken line. 
Waving entirely all the other particulars, to 
this point, the historic proof, we wish now to 
address ourselves; and as to this avowed suc- 
cession scheme, we say, 

2. Historic records quite overturn it. To bear 
out the bold and confident language of the 
Oxford party, every link of the evidence ought 
to be strong and inseparably united. With Dr. 
Hook, and his coadjutors, it is a matter self 
" evident to every one who chooses to investigate 
it." It is only to read and — believe! No 
doubts, no qualms, no misgivings, have they at 
all about the matter! " There are the cata- 
logues of the bishops, read and be convinced," 
is Dr. Hook's language. Now, all this positive- 
ness is certainly not a little confounding. Yet 
some are ready to whisper — *' Is all this boast, 
and sacerdotal confidence, the result of calm 
and sober investigation, or the ofifspring of a 
strange and reckless infatuation ?" Well, they 
make their claim on historic grounds; therefore 
let us go into court, and face these positive 
priests. History is subpoened, and she is no^ 
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to be heard, as chief evidence in the matter of 
the claim to " unbroken apostolical succession." 
This is the claim. — " Our ordinations (say 
the high church writers) descend in a direct 
UNBROKEN line from Peter and Paul. These 
great apostles successively ordained Linus, 
Cletus, and Clement, bishops of Rome; and the 
apostolic succession was regularly continued 
from them to Celestine, Gregory, and Vitali- 
anus, who ordered Patrick bishop for the Irish, 
and Augustine and Theodore for the English. 
And from those times an uninterrupted series 
of valid ordinations has carried down the apos- ^ 
TOLiCAL succession iu our churches [the English 
Episcopalian anly'\ to the present day."* To 
this claim the respondent answers, that he verily 
believes that the whole statement is utterly false, 
and the assumption groundless and untenable. 
Unquestionably from Peter or Paul, is supposed U> 
proceed this mystic power, this ministerial autho- 
rity. But instead of certainty, the very first links 
in the chain are confused, and most indistinctly 
defined; yet Dr. Hook confidently tells us, that 
it is *' EVIDENT to any one who wishes to inves- 
tigate the subject." Well, is it evidetit that 
Peter ever was at Rome ? Hear Dr. Cave on 
the " Government of the Ancient Church ;" he 

* Dr. Hook's Sermons at Leeds, 1837. 
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says, " There is a falsehood at the very com- 
mencement in this case, it being generally taken 
for granted that St. Peter was in a proper sense 
bishop of Rome, which yet I believe can never 
be made good." Archbishop Cranmer says, 
" It is not even certain that Peter ever was at 
Rome." How then could he ordain successors 
such as Linus or Clement? But let us go 
further back than English and modem autho- 
rities. Some ancient writers, who lived near 
the times of the apostles, will surely be able to 
make it all so " evident,'' that he that runs may 
read. But our confidence from even this quarter 
is weakened, if we at all heed what Bishop 
Taylor says ; for he flatly affirms *' the Fathers 
were infinitely deceived in their accounts and 
enumerations of traditions." Or if we credit 
Dr. Dwight, our faith in ancient accounts will 
be shaken ; for he says that *' the Fathers both 
believed and recorded much of what took place 
before their time, without truth or evidence." 
Notwithstanding all this, let us ask one of the 
earliest ecclesiastical writers to come forward 
and give impartial evidence. We select Euse- 
bius. He wrote about the year 320. He had 
the best means of making "evident" the line of 
succession, of any man of that age. One great 
object at which he aimed was (according to the 
statement ^ven in his Ecclesiastical History^ 
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chapter the first of the English translation as 
published at Cambridge in 1683) — one great 
object was, " to preserve from oblivion the 
SUCCESSIONS^ although not of all, yet of the most 
famous apostles of our Saviour, &c. &c." Now 
surely such a man, so ancient, with such an 
avowed object so important, and with such 
facilities and talents as he possessed, he will 
make the whole matter " evident to any one who 
wishes to investigate the subject." But be not 
too much elated with hopes. Even Eusebius 
may disappoint our sanguine expectations. 
Now hear, in his own w ords, the certainty he 
possessed, as to early apostolic history. He tells 
US, in that first chapter of his history, that he 
had " to tread a solitary and untrodden way, 
and could no where find so much as the bare 
steps of any men who had passed the same path 
before; excepting only some shows, and tokens 
divers here and there had left, particularly 
declaring of the times they lived in, holding 
forth torches as it were afar off, and lifting up 
their voices from on high, and calling as out of 
a watch tower, what way we ought to go, and 
how, without error or danger, to order our dis- 
course." Alas! poor bewildered, way-worn Eu- 
sebius! Thy path seemed labyrinthine, not 
certain — beclouded, and not luminous. Speak- 
ing of Paul and Peter, and the churches founded 
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by them, and the presbyters, or ministers or 
elders ordained to be over them, he says, *' Now 
how many, and what sincere followers of them, 
have been approved, as sufficient to take the 
charge of those churches by them founded, it is 
not easy to say except such, and so many, as may 
be collected from the words of St. Paul." What ! 
Eusebius, does it at length come to this, that a 
poor peasant who reads the apostle Paul's 
epistles, knows as much about the pretended 
successors of the apostles as thee P Yes, this is 
all the certainty he can arrive at ! For he even 
chronicles report, seeing he cannot give assu- 
rance; for in another place he says, " Timothy 
is reported to have been the first bishop of 
Ephesus." If Eusebius could not rise higher 
than conjecture, and feel bewildered with doubts 
and difficulties even at the early period, so near 
the apostolic times as the third century, how can 
the Tractarian party so confidently boast of 
arriving at certainty, at the remote distance of 
the nineteenth century ? Yet we are referred 
to " catalogues of bishops," notwithstanding 
that Bishop Pearson positively declared that 
even Eusebius had mo archives to go by ; for he 
says " the supposition that he had catalogues of 
the Roman bishops is ' conjecturam vanissimam 

esse* UTTERLY VAIN." 

But on purpose just to supply a peg or a hook 
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on which to attempt to hang this chain of suc- 
cessors^ we will concede what all history leaves 
doubtful — viz., that Peter WAS the first Bishop 
of Rome. Then we ask, " Who can with cer^ 
tainty tell us who succeeded Peter ?" We ask to 
see made evident the first link after Peter in the 
chain. No man on earth can tell. Some Fathers 
say one man, and other Fathers mention another^ 
so that confusion becomes worse and worse con- 
founded the more we " investigate the subject.** 
TertuUian says that " Clement succeeded Peter." 
Jerome declares that " most of the Latin authors 
supposed the order to be, Clement." Supposed-'^ 
mind it was conjectural. But Irenaeus, Euse* 
bius, Jerome, and Augustine contradict the 
others, and say that Linus succeeded Peter. But 
Bishop Pearson has given a death blow to these 
authorities, by proving that Linus died before 
Peter ceased to be Bishop of Rome. Even a 
Catholic writer, (and such are not the most 
forward to make concessions) Cabassute, the 
learned popish historian of the councils, says, 
** it is a very doubtful question concerning Linus, 
Cletus, and Clemens, as to which of them suc- 
ceeded Peter." And Dr. Comber, a very learned 
divine of the Church of England, says, " upon 
the whole matter there is no certainty who was 
Bishop of Rome next to the apostles; and there- 
fore the Romanists, [yes, and we join their 
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brethren^ a]l the Puseyites with the Romanists] 
they build upon an ill bottom, when they lay so 
great a weight on their personal succession,** 

Thus, at the very commencement, tried by 
history, their empty boast is, vox praterea nihil 
— mere sound ; besides which, there is nothing ! 

But, if the reader be not fatigued with this 
war of conflicting opinions, it might be asked 
who was the third bishop in the chain ? for of 
the second there is no actual certainty. Here 
the cloud thickens more and more — the fog gets 
denser. Some say Cletus, others say Anacletus 
—yet Bishop Pearson goes to prove that they 
were only two names for one person. Then as 
to the fourth Bishop of Rome. The Papists, 
Dr. Hook and many others, say that Clemens 
was. Yet Jerome says " most of the Latin au- 
thors" supposed him to be the second, and 
therefore the immediate successor to Peter. 
Howel, a thorough churchman and a learned 
writer, after going at great length into what he 
calls the stupidity and fables of the Romanists 
on this point, thus concludes : — " Here it is 
evident how very doubtful and uncertain is the 
present succession of the Roman bishops." And 
Dr. Comber concludes his arguments and illus- 
trations in much the same way, by saying here 
are " a sufficient proof that there is neither 
TRUTH nor CERTAINTY in the i^te^^jAsA. 
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personal succession of the first popes." Similar, 
or rather increased confusion appears as you 
float further and further down the muddy, tur- 
bid, sea of ecclesiastical history. For what are 
the details which are given to us in reference to 
the proceedings of ecclesiastics through all the 
dark ages ? It tells us of popes and anti-popes, 
and bishops and anti-bishops, who have set up 
rival claims one against another, and thus mys^ 
tified the matter of supposed '' true succession" 
to an inexplicable degree. It is an incontro- 
vertible fact, which authentic church history 
will support in a thousand ways, despite all the 
insane and reiterated boastings which continue 
to be made, that these supposed fountains of 
apostolical and true ministerial authority have 
been made and unmade, set up and hurled 
down. At other times the church had no acknow- 
ledged head of authority at all, seeing that Bel- 
larmine says : — " For about eighty years together 
the Church, for want of a lawful Pope, had no 
other Head than what was in heaven!" and 
that meanwhile these spurious popes and these 
unauthorized bishops, with invalid powers^ 
arising from notorious simoniacal practices and 
other causes, have ordained others, and thus 
vitiated, in ten thousand untraceable directions, 
the supposed legitimacy of the men who have 
vainly arrogated to themselves the titles of 
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" priests," and " successors of the Apostles," 
because by them it is pretended, that they only 
have received true office-power, and real minis- 
terial grace and authority. Bishop Burnet 
shows that for about three hundred years, the 
Popes of Rome were made upon the emperors' 
mandates. And what a series of monsters of 
iniquity some of these were, let Cardinal Baro- 
nius, one of the greatest champions of popery, 
tell. He says, ** False Popes, their paramours, 
were thrust into the chair of Peter, who, in 
being numbered as Popes, serve no purpose 
except to fill up the catalogues of the Popes of 
Rome;" yet " several of these (says Mr. Powell, 
in his work on Apostolical Succession) pre- 
tenders to the popedom, being nothing but 
presbyters, were, after being elected Bishops of 
Rome, deposed as usurpers; but, nevertheless, 
these mere usurpers who never were really 
bishops f ORDAINED, Several of the early English 
BISHOPS and archbishops, who, according to 
this scheme, continued for many years to give 
false orders to the succeeding bishops and clergy 
in England."* Talk of certainty ! why there is 
nothing but darkness and chaotic confusion in 



♦ Henry Chicheley, Archbishop of Canterbury in the 
year 1414, shall be adduced, as the only instance among 
many. His epitaph tells us, that lift '««& ^wiafc^x^Me^ 
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the whole theory, the more it is candidly and 
historically tested. For as the Jews have lost 
the rightful recognition of their distinctive tribes 
and families, so that none of them can now 
accurately tell who, and who are not, of the 
descendants of the true Aaronic priesthood; 
neither can any clergyman of the Church of 
England (notwithstanding Dr. Hook's asser- 
tions) tell whether or not, at some time, through 
some remote, unknown, vitiated, and unauthor- 
ized source, he has not been admitted into what 
are called " holy orders.** Questionable autho- 
rity! unhappy people! strange ministry! whose 
reception of grace and credentials, as Christ's 
ambassadors, depends on so fragile a foundation 
as boasted " apostolical succession.'* For " the 
early history of the bishops of Rome abounds 

Archbishop of Canterbury by the hands of Pope Gregory 
XII. This very Gregory was one of the then thrbe 
PRETENDERS to the popedom. However, he was de- 
posed. Yet Chicheley received his episcopal succession 
and [false] authority from this^ Gregory, and this Gregory 
was declared by a council at Constance, a << usurper, 
and NO bishop at all;" yet Chicheley continued to commu- 
nicate/oZse orders to the English Bishops and Archbishops 
for twenty -nine years!!! What a stream of invalidity, 
then, must have flowed from Canterbury through ten 
thousand channels since 1414!! Oh! what wa unbroken 
line of VALID ordinations, have men who look to that 
quarter, to boast of in the nineteenth century ! ! 
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in contradictions; the later records are all 
confusion (says Powell); the elections were 
frequently scenes of bloodshed; the numerous 
schisms were interminable;" '' and the parties 
often elected, were the favourites (says Baro- 
nius) of the whores of the imperial city." 
Yet through this more than Augean stable of 
popish butchery and filth, must the Puseyites 
drag their long and heavy, yet broken and dis- 
severed chain of pretended succession, in order 
to bring it down to the present English hier- 
archy, and through that hierarchy to the semi- 
popish priests of Oxford, and their disciples, who 
are poisoning the tenets of the country every hour! 
Now it is seriously asked, can it be reasonably 
supposed that wretched beings like those alluded 
to, could ever be, in any sense, the channels of 
grace, through whom, and through whom only, 
true ministerial authority is to flow ? We speak 
to wise men; judge ye what we say. Thus we 
have seen, then, that the historic evidence of an 
" unbroken line of descent from Peter down to 
the present bishops of England," utterly fails. 
The bold bravado is a fable, and is discreditable 
to the veracity and honesty of all those who make 
it. The verdict is, then — ^all true historic 

EVIDENCE overturns THE CLAIM.* 



• The writer, here, most cheerfully «ijaA. ^^XrSxKoj 
acknowledges his great obUgalion&) «a \o ^^ ^Qr^'ek*'C^»a.- 
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3. Common Sense rejects it. Can light spring 
from darkness— can virtue flow from vice— can 
legal ministerial authority be derived from 
usurpers, from illegal ecclesiastical despotism? 
Surely not What! through Satan s own emis- 
saries, are Christ's faithful under-shepherds to 
have their valid authority to preach the gospel ? 
The notion is preposterous; yet all this must 
inevitably be the case, if the succession scheme 
be correct. It is an insult to common sense to 
harbour the idea for a single moment, that true 
ministerial character can be dissociated from 
the possession of moral, mental, and spiritual 
endowments. And yet there have been Popes 
who have openly avowed their readiness to 
invest with episcopal dignity and authority, any 

trations of the historic argument against Fuseyism, to the 
masterly and noble production, entitled — ** An Essay on 
Apostolical Succession, being a Defence of a Genuine 
Protestant Ministry against the Exclusive and Intolerant 
Schemes of Papists and High Churchmen," by Thomas 
Powell, Wesleyan Minister. It is a work which every 
Puseyite ought, throughout every page, deeply and prayer- 
fully to ponder, and which every true protestant should 
peruse, admire, and extensively recommend. It is un- 
answerable. It never will be satisfactorily replied to, by 
such men as the Honourable and Reverend A. P. Per- 
ceval, who has, as a feeble rejoinder, sent forth << An 
Apology for the Doctrine of Apostolical Succession, with 
an Appendix of the English Orders." It is an osier 
attempting to bend a mighty oak. 
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individuals^ however vile or weak they might be. 
When Beaumont was made bishop of Durham 
in 1318, he was so stupidly illiterate, he could 
not even read the documents necessary for his 
consecration; yet he was ordained as a bishop! 
His next successor but one, was Thomas Hat- 
field, consecrated at Rome in 1345. King 
Edward III. sent this gay and ignorant young 
man to the Pope. When the Pope was remon- 
strated with, as to the candidate's worthless 
character, and mental incapacity, he answered, 
''If the King of England had asked me to make 
an ASS a bishop, I would not have refused him." 
Accordingly, Hatfield was invested by the Pope 
of Rome with due powers, to make all whom he 
might please hereafter to ordain, true successors 
of the Apostles! In painfully contemplating 
such historic facts as these, is it not humiliating 
to the common sense of our common natures, 
that pompous and self-opinionated ecclesiastics 
should gratuitously assume such lofty airs over 
all other christian ministers, and weave with 
elaborate toil such a tissue of absurdities as the 
figment of succession involves, out of so simple 
and beautiful a system as that which the New 
Testament presents ?* 

* Though the extract be somewhat long, yet the 
matter is so truly excellent that the writer cannot refrain. 
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In conclusion, therefore, on this part of our 
suhject, it may safely and unhesitatingly be 
said, that the Successional Assumption of the 
Papists and Puseyites is a religious imposture — 
a piece of consummate ecclesiastical craft — a 
cheat, and species of clumsy jugglery, practised 
upon the unlearned, the unthinking, the super- 

from giving to the reader the opinions of that talented 
and liberal-minded prelate, Dr. Whateley, the present 
Archbishop of Dublin. The following quotations are 
from his justly admired work, entitled — ** The Kingdom 
of Christ Delineated in Two Essays. On our Lord's own 
Account of his Person, and the Nature of his Kingdom; 
and. On the Constitution, Powers, and Ministry of a 
Christian Church, as Appointed by Himself." This 
excellent prelate says — 

** It has been thought, or at least maintained, that the 
only way of affording complete satisfaction and repose to 
the scrupulous, and of repressing schism, is to uphold, 
under the title of * Church Principles,' the doctrine, that 
no one is a member of Christ's Church, and an heir of 
the covenanted gospel promises, who is not under a 
ministry ordained by bishops, descended in an unbroken 
chain from the Apostles. Now, what is the degree of 
satisfactory assurance, that is thus afforded to the scrupu- 
lous consciences of any members of an Episcopal Church? 
If a man consider it as h^hly probable, that the particular 
minister at whose hands he receives the sacred ordinances 
is really apostolically descended, this is the very utmost 
point, to which he can with any semblance of reason 
attain. And the mote he reflects, and enqviret, the more 
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8titious, and credulous; in fine, it is a passing 
hoax, for a while successfully practised upon the 
church and the world. The supposed existence 
of an exclusive, official, human priesthood, 
under the present gospel dispensation, is virtu- 
ally a rejection of the mediatorial and priestly 
office of Christ, and a return to Judaism; the 



cause for hesitation he will find. There is not a minister 
in all Christendom, who is able to trace up, with any approach 
to certainty f his own s]Mritual pedigree. The sacramental 
virtue (for sach it is that is implied, whether the term he 
used or not in the principle I have heen speaking of) 
depended on the imposition of hands, with a due ohserv- 
ance of apostolical usages, hy a hi shop, himself duly 
consecrated, after having heen in like manner haptized 
into the Church, and ordained deacon or priest; this 
sacramental virtue, if a single link of the chain he faulty, 
must on the above principles he utterly nullified ever 
after, in respect of all the links that hang on that one. 
For if a bishop has not been duly consecrated, or had not 
previously been rightly ordained, his ordinations are null, 
and so are the ministrations of those ordained by him, 
and their ordinations of others (supposing any of the 
persons ordained by him, to attain to the episcopal office) 
and so on without end. The poisonous taint of inform- 
ality, if it once creep in undetected, will spread the 
infection of nullity to an indefinite and irremediable 
extent. And who can undertake to pronounce that during 
that long period usually designated as the dark ages, no 
such taint was ever introduced? Irregularities could not 
have been wholly excluded without a per^tnAlxs&t'^i^^v 
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doctrine of baptismal regeneration^ as taught by 
such priests^ is a barefaced falsehood ; and all pre- 
tensions to priestly absolutions are blasphemy. 
Yet the men who hold these heterodox notions, 
arrogate to themselves the exclusive rig^t to 
teach their fellow men, saying with lying words, 
as did the deceptive teachers in Jeremiah's day. 



and that no such miraculous interference existed, we have 
even historical proof. Amidst the numerous corruptions 
of doctrine and of practice, and gross superstitions that 
crept in during those ages, we find recorded descriptions, 
not only of the profound ignorance and profligacy of life 
of many of the clergy, hut also of the grossest irregulari- 
ties in respect of discipline and form. We read of 
bishops consecrated when mere children! — of men offici- 
ating who barely knew their letters — of prelates expelled, 
and others put into their places, by yiolence— of illiterate 
and profligate laymen, and habitual drunkards, admitted 
to holy orders — and, in short, of the prevalence of every 
kind of disorder, and reckless disregard of the decency 
-which the Apostle enjoins. It is inconceivable that any 
one, even moderately acquainted with history, can feel a 
certainty, or any approach to certainty, that midst all this 
confusion and corruption, every requisite /orm was in every 
instance strictly adhered to by men, many of them openly 
profane and secular, unrestrained by public opinion, 
through the gross ignorance of the population amongst 
which they lived, and that no one not duly consecrated, 
or ordained, was admitted to sacred ordinances. . . • Now 
let any one proceed, then, on the hypothesis that there 
are, suppose but one hundred links connecting any par- 
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" The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord are these," or in their own language, ** The 
Church! the Church! the Church!" is now the 
intolerant and enthusiastic cry of those who 
possess hardly one feature of the Church of 
Christ, as described in Holy Scripture, and as 
exhibited in the apostolical age. 



ticular minister with the Apostlea, and let him even 
suppose, that not above half of this number pass through 
such periods as admit of any possible irregularity, and 
then placing at the lowest estimate the probability of 
defectlTeness in respect of such of the remaining fifty, 
taken separately, let him consider what amount of proba- 
bility wiU result from the multiplying of the whole 
together. The ultimate consequence must be, that any 
one who sincerely believes his claim to the benefits of the 
gospel covenant depends on his own minister's claim to 
the supposed sacramental virtue of true ordination^ and 
this, again, on perfect apostolical succession as above 
described, must be involved, in proportion as he reads, and 
enquires, and reflects, and reasons on this subject, in the 
most distressing doubt and uncertunty. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that the advocates of this theory studiously 
disparage reasoning; deprecate all exercise of the mind 
in reflection; decry appeals to evidence; and lament 
that even the power of reading should be imparted to the 
people. It is not without cause they dread and lament 
' an age of too much light,' and wish to involve religion 
in a * solemn and awful gloom.' It is not without cause, 
that having removed the christian's confidence from a 
Rock [the Sacred Scriptures}, to b«flAV(.Qrs^^'«s^^\^^c^s^ 

B 5 
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As correlative with, and flowing from tbe 
pompous assumptions already glanced at, we 
proceed now to mention another monstrous 
notion, which is very widely circulated, viz.. 

Thirdly. That there is inherent and saving 
virtue in what are deeined (hy a certain party 
in the Church of England) rightly administered 
sacraments. By " rightly " administered ordi- 



own theories], they forbid all prying curiosity to examine 
their foundation." Thus scriptnrally writes the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin; and if Dr. Hook, Dr. Fusey, or any of 
their class, attempt to answer Dr. Whateley, in order to 
overturn his observations, they must accomplish the 
folio iring difficult task: — 1. They must indisputably 
show, by scriptural quotaHons, that there was intended to 
be a successional character in the Apostolate. 2. Then 
they must clear up aU historic doubts, and exhibit clearly, 
accurately, and chronologically, the actual line of succes- 
sion, in one entire, unbroken Hnk and connexion, without 
flaw, chasm, or papistical rust to injure it, from Peter 
down to the present day; and then, 3, A rightful and 
genuine transmission of this mystic power must be most 
satitfacUmly demonstrated, before very many true protest- 
ants, and bible christians, can be brought to own the 
justice of, or in the least degree submit to, this exclusive, 
intolerant, and tyrannical claim of office-power,as assumed 
by one solitary section of the One Universal Church of 
Jesus Christ. Till all this is proved by them, they will be 
regarded by myriads as troublers in Israel, and deceivers 
of the people, asserting boastful claims, which they cannot 
eatisfactorUy establish. 
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nances is to be understood (according to the 
views of the Anglo-Catholics) those only which 
are performed by ministers episcopally ordained, 
and thus possessing supposed true apostolical 
authority; for every other class of ministers 
they regard as only pretenders to " holy orders," 
and, consequently, aU their acts, ministrations, 
and services intrusive, useless, and invalid. Ac- 
cordingly, falling in with these views, the Bishop 
of London, in his recent charge, as delivered 
October 10, 1842, gave utterance to the following 
exclusive Puseyistic and sectarian sentiment : — 
" The clergy of the national Church, and they 
alone, are entitled to the respect and obedience of 
the people as their lawful guides and governors 
in spiritual things — they alone are duly com- 
missioned to preach the Word of God, and to 
minister his holy sacraments."' Hence an effi- 
cacy is claimed for the sacraments apart from 
the reception of instruction from them, or the 
exercise of faith in their observance. So that, 
according to this semi-popisli theory, when 
" rightly administered," that is by the clergy 
'* alone,** the water in baptism, and the bread 
and the wine in the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, are supposed to receive a new, a mys- 
tical-— even a saving character; thus working a 
wonderful and relative change in the state of 
the party to whom they are admixi^\fex^« ^\>o»a* 

B ft 
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they are regarded as vehicles of grace — ^not by 
the symbolic instructions which they convey — 
but by a singular and occult virtue actually 
imparted to them through mere clerical bene- 
diction! Thus baptismal water, sprinkled by 
the priestly hand of a sacred functionary of 
rightful authority, is said actually to regenerate 
the subject ; and that sacramental bread, when 
it has been duly consecrated and received, im- 
parts the crucified body of the Saviour to the 
communicant's soul ! Hence a sacramental effi- 
cacy is attributed to the ministry, and outward 
signs are taken for, and confounded with, the 
inward and spiritual grace, of which, in their 
original institution, they were only intended to 
be the type — the memorial and the symbol. 
It is putting the shadow for the substance, the 
mere symbol for the thing typically signified. 
Accordingly, in complete harmony with this 
anti-scriptural theory, the Bishop of London, 
on the late occasion already alluded to, also 
said — " in some sense or other. Baptism is indeed 
the laver of regeneration^ And again: — '* I 
cannot therefore (said Dr. Blomfield) deny it to 
be the plain doctrine of our Church, that Bap- 
tism is instrumentally connected with justifica- 
tion, as the sacrament of the Lord's Supper is 
undoubtedly with sanctification Justifi- 
cation begins in Baptism, when the children of 
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wrath are regenerated by water and the Holy 
Ghost, and are made children of God. Remis- 
sion of sins is expressly declared to be then 
given." Thus it seems, then, that we are to 
believe that there is a mystic something — like 
the subtile fluid of electricity, flowing all along 
the supposed unbroken chain of apostolical suc- 
cession, and which is to give spiritual life and 
remission of sins to the baptized babe, and spi- 
ritual grace, and the flesh and blood of Jesus 
Christ to every recipient (from the hands of a 
clergyman) of the Lord s Supper ! Preposterous 
ideas! Heterodox absurdities^! 

Lest it should be supposed that there is per- 
haps a little overcolouring of the subject, let a 
few extracts from Tract No. 90 here be cited. 
In that production it is said, ''Christ has 
ordained two special sacraments as generally 
necessary to salvation, baptism, and the Lord's 
Supper." " They are the <mly justifying rites, 
or instruments of communicating the atonement^ 
which is the one thing necessary to us." * Also 



• But Mr. Newman, in bis work on Justification, 
speaking of the seven sacraments of Che Church of Rome — 
viz., Baptism— the Lord's Supper — Confirmation — Ma- 
trimony — Extreme Unction — and Confession — says, 
'< The Romanists consider that there are seven ; we do not 
strictly determine the mmber" T\A% V% «. nwj wtt?^^x&s8c!s. 
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in Tract No. 10 it is said that " the clergy are 
CDtrusted with the awful and mysterious gift of 
making the bread and wine Christ's body and 
blood.'* Making the bread Christ's body ! Does 
not the reader see the awful popish doctrine of 
Transubstantiation (to protest against which so 
many blessed martyrs died) lurking under this 
dubious and unwarrantable expression ? We 
speak to wise men: judge ye what we say? 
Dr. Pusey, also, in his tract on Baptism, says — 
*' the power with which the priests of the new 
law [meaning thereby episcopally ^ordained 
clergymen only] are invested, is not simply to 
declare that sins are forgiven, but, as the minis- 
ters of God, really to absolve from sin — a power 



equiYOcation of this semi-papist — and as time, and cir- 
cumstances, and political power permit, so will Mr. New- 
man's system (if not crushed) more and more develope 
itself. What ! a clergyman of Oxford not determine the 
number of Christ's appointed ordinances! After this, it 
will not he matter of surprise if these heresiarohs should 
shortly speak out, and plainly tell the Church that they 
at length have ** strictly" determined the number of the 
sacraments, and find that Rome is right — and that, 
instead of two, there are really seven sacraments! ! By 
their equlTocations, and symbolizing with the Papists, 
they have smoothed the way, eventually, to this heretical 
conclusion. For if these things are now done in the 
^reen tree, what wiU soon be done in the dry ? 
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which God himself, the author and source of 
grace and justification, exercises through their 
ministry" (See pages 57 and 59.) Now, if all 
these assertions were true — ^if all these assump- 
tions were valid — in what an awful state must 
be all and every pretended christian com- 
munity, excepting only the Church of England. 
To what self-elation and uncharitableness does 
all this lead. If baptism secure regeneration — 
if the Lord's Supper be a saving ordinance, and 
priestly absolution actually involve pardon — 
that is to say, if there be inherent virtue in the 
ordinances of religion only when administered 
by the law-established clergy, then are the mem- 
bers of all other churches awfully deluded, and 
likely, eventually, to be destroyed; their wor- 
ship vain; their ordinances invalid; their reli- 
gion spurious ; and the ministrations of all their 
appointed pastors, as spiritual bishops, ineffi- 
cient, unauthorized, and valueless. Upon this 
supposition of sacramental efficacy, resulting 
from episcopal ordination alone, the Kirk of 
Scotland has no church, nor Presbyterianism 
any true ministry ; the Lutheran and reformed 
religion of Germany and Holland also must be 
pronounced false and heretical, whilst all the 
voluntary churches, in England and America, 
of Congregationalists. Methodists, Baptists, &c., 
(if these hyper, high church priticvg.Vea»Vi^Nxsift>\ 
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have but the semblance, and not the substance 
of vital piety amongst them ! Can any thing be 
more preposterous — any set of opinions lead to 
more uncharitableness and schism ? Impossible. 
But in opposition to these several views, as 
entertained by Dr. Blomfield, Dr. Pusey, Mr. 
Newman, and others, it were easy to present the 
scriptural sentiments of some of the early bishops 
of the church at or near the time of the glorious 
Reformation. Hear Bishop Hooper's words : — 
''Although Baptism be a sacrament to be re- 
ceived, and honourably used of all men, yet it 
sanctijieth no man; and such as do attribute 
the remission of sins to the external sign, DO 
OFFEND." Hear Bishop Jewell :—" Verily, 
to ascribe felicity, or the remission of sins, 
(which is the inward work of the Holy Ghost) 
unto any manner of outward action whatsoever, 

is A SUPERSTITIOUS, A GROSS, AND JEWISH ERROR." 

Above all, turn from bishops, of whatever party, 
and hear the Bible, and let every true Protestant 
implicitly and reverently bow to its heavenly 
fiuthority. Hear St. Paul, who says, " the 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink : but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost." " For in Christ Jesus, neither circum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision,but 
a new creature." " For he is not a Jew, which 
is one outwardly, neither is that circumcision. 
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which is outward in the flesh : But he is a Jew, 
which is one inwardly, and circumcision is that 
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men but of God." Now 
if these scriptures just quoted, and many others 
of a like character which might quickly be ad- 
duced, do not, at one fell swoop, hurl down into 
the lowest dust the whole flimsy fabric of pre- 
tended sacramental efficacy, we know not what 
can, or what will. For all theological opinions 
must be established or exploded by scripture. 
Justly, then, does the clerical author of a work 
entitled " Scripture and Common Sense on the 
Doctrines of Regeneration and Baptism," say — 
" We appeal, then, to the New Testament, 
and to that ONLY, as interpreted by common 
sense, in the fear of God ; for we reAise to be 
tried any where but at this judgment seat of 
Christ, where we ought to stand. If any clergy- 
man or layman will be so kind as to convict 
me of error, I will renounce it. But then he 
must produce, from the New Testament, proof 
that God has promised REGENERATION to 
infant christians ; or that, without promise, he 
hath in fact bestowed it upon them ; and that 
not upon all, but even to ONE child of man. 
Let them, I repeat, prove infant regeneration in 
ONE instance, and I will admit it in ALL. I 
confidently assert that no such proof can be 
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adduced, and therefore I disbelieve it as anti- 
scriptural doctrine, and dare publicly express 
my contempt of it as A SERVILE SUPER- 
STITION." The same bold and faithful advo- 
cate of pure protestant truth then adds: — " Fully 
convinced that Baptism never was designed to 
convey regeneration^ and has no such promise, I 
confidently conclude NO MORTAL EVER 
WAS SO REGENERATED. The expecta- 
tion, therefore, I treat as universally vain and 
fallacious. I believe it was the great leading 
error which first essentially corrupted christian 
truth, and probably will be the last to be gene- 
rally banished from the Church [of England.] 
It strikes at every thing vital in Christianity, 
subverts the covenant of promise, makes faith 
and truth of no effect, supersedes the genuine 
work of the Spirit, vacates the necessity of 
conversion and repentance to decent moralists, 
carnalizes religion, substitutes the form of god- 
liness for the power of it — and HAS DE- 
STROYED, I BELIEVE, (says the Rev. 
Melville Home, late of St. Stephen*s, Salford,) 
MORE SOULS than any one single error which 
has been branded on the black list of heresy." 
Acceding, as we most heartily do, to all and 
every declaration here made by the above bold 
and earnest contender for the faith, we would 
most solemnly and affectionately warn all Pro- 
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testants from listening, for a single moment, to 
the preachers of the soul-destroying doctrines of 
baptismal regeneration and sacramental efficacy, 
so sophistically and zealously propagated in this 
day of abounding error and ill-disguised popery 
by Puseyistic priests and prelates in the Church 
of England.* 

Besides these several and peculiarly heretical 
views, there is much more of advancing error 
and popish practice which might be glanced at, 
if space would allow. Do we not see in many 
of the churches in populous districts, and even 
in some retired rural situations, a mass of tawdry. 



* As illustrative of the blind and misguided solicitude 
of this party, it may he stated that an incumhent of a 
populous parish in London has, in a large placard, heen 
exhorting parents, '' as they value their own souls," to 
bring their children ** to the blessed waters qf redemption" — 
meaning the baptismal font — and not to trust merely to 
their legal registration, as " that will not do so well as 
Baptism"!! Another clergyman says, ''Baptism may 
he called the womb of the Church, to bring forth children 
to God" ! ! with many other similar and singular senti- 
ments. And a minister of Cavendish Square, London, 
has just published a Prayer Book, on one side Latin, and 
on the other English, and each paragraph beginning 
with a red letter, just in the manner of the Romish mass- 
book; whilst in his church there is an altar fitted up 
quite in the style of splendour exhibited in the popish 
places of worship ! 
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foolish, popish mummery — a childish and in- 
creasing love for ancient and unscriptural rites 
and ceremonies? Many practices which had 
fallen into proper desuetude are now being 
industriously revived — and forms and cere- 
monies, which had their origin in the ignorance 
and popery of ancient times, are now being 
zealously pleaded for, and their observance even 
rigidly and punctiliously attended to by many 
individuals. Are not hundreds of the clergy 
mimicking the practices of popish priests, in 
turning their backs upon their congregations, 
and looking towards what is most foolishly and 
popishly called '* the altar," whilst saying some 
parts of the prayers, and amidst which, in many 
cases, they are at heart lingering more after the 
Romish mass-book than approving of the book 
of Common Prayer ? Has not also the Bishop 
of London publicly g^ven in his' approval of 
wax tapers being allowed to be placed on the 
communion table, and " of doing obeisance on 
entering and leaving churches and chancels ?*' 
And what mean those stone and wooden crosses 
— aye, and in some few instances, even cruci- 
fixes too ! and gilded candlesticks and flaming 
candles which are to be seen in the same pro- 
fessedly protestant places of episcopal worship ? 
And what are those garlands and flowers for, 
which have recently been seen decorating cer- 
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tain altars on certain saints' days^ and con- 
cerning which popish practice the Bishop of 
London has spoken out in terms of proper 
reprobation ? For unless all ecclesiastical history 
be a tissue of falsehood, some of the pretended 
saints in the Romish calendar were the most 
infamous wretches and most abandoned sinners. 
Yet days are kept in honour of them ! How we 
wish that, instead of the Bishop harping so 
much upon the regulations of the rubric, (al- 
though he truly said *' Ordinances and cere- 
monies, which cannot be shown to have been 
instituted by the Apostles, with a direction for 
their continuance, are not of perpetual obliga- 
tion upon the whole Church ") in contravention 
of New Testament directions — and instead of 
recommending to his clergy " a stricter ob- 
servance of saints* days," he had, for all he 
enjoined, appealed '' to the law and to the testi- 
mony." Surely it would have been far more 
consistent and truly protestant if he had thun- 
dered forth, in his charge against the Puseyite 
ministers, these words of the Apostle : — " How 
turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage. 
Ye observe days, and times, and years. I am 
afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you 
labour in vain." Such language as this would, 
in our opinion, have been faithful^ a^^^iLO^'ds^^^ 
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and peculiarly seasonable at the present crisis 
of the Church's duties and dangers. For there 
is increasingly cherished and manifested a super- 
stitious veneration for days, and places,**^ and 
relics ; witness the fact that, in direct defiance 
of the laws of the Church, the communion table 
is, by name, construction, and design, now 
transformed into, and continually honoured and 
approached as an altar. Even pulpits and pews 
are now to be removed, that the people may see 
and bow before the altar ! The chancel, too, is 
henceforth to be considered as adumbrating the 
Holy of holies, where the ark and the She- 
kinah originally had an abiding place,f whilst 



♦ Tract No. 87 says — " Some devotional act of tlie 
mind, as a reverential exercise, ought to be practised at 
the very si^ht of a church" And it is said — " we ought 
to look upon a church and altar as holy" 

f ** Look at the chancels of the churches — for what 
were they intended ? Why, it is called the chancel just 
because there the absolution was to be pronounced which 
CANCELS — (for that is the origin of the term) — cancels the 
sins of the people; and Puseyism will soon have you 
believe, when they get rid of the reading desk, and have 
the absolution confined to the chancel, that the congrega- 
tion is safe when the absolution is pronounced there" — 
See ** Burnett's Fourth Lecture on Puseyism," p. 32. Let 
us drop the h then, and call that part of the building what 
its name popishly designs — viz., the cancel end of the 
chnrch, where sin is pronounced cancelled, and forgiven ! 
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the ministers^ as priests, are to be decked in 
their surplices and furry ornaments to sym- 
bolize, we are told, the coats of skin which, as 
sinners, our first parents wore, and the white 
linen, being (it is said) to represent the righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ! It is thus that Puseyism 
is preparing the way for an infinite number of 
absurd and popish practices, and leading away 
the minds of the people from the simplicity of 
Gospel truth. All these puerilities may be 
traced to the notions of a priestly and aposto- 
lical succession, and a supposed sacramental 
efficacy attending the administration of certain 
mere bodily exercises. But in reference to all 
such ceremonies and utterly unfounded assump- 
tions, we adopt, in closing this part of the 
subject, the words of Claude, in his able defence 
of the Reformation, who says : — " To speak my 
own thoughts freely, it seems to me that that 
firm opinion, of the absolute necessity of epis- 
copacy, that goes so high as to own no church, 
or call, or ministry, or sacraments, or salvation 
in the world, where there are no episcopal 
ordinations, although there should be the True 
Faith, the True Doctrine, and Piety there; and 
which would that all religion should depend 
on a formality, and even on a, formality that 
we have shown to be of no other than human 
institution; that opinion, I say, cannot be 
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looked upon otherwise, then, as the very worst 
character and mark of the highest hypocrisy — 
a piece of pharisaism throughout, that strains 
at a g^at when it swallows a camel; and I 
cannot avoid having at least a contempt for 
these kind of thoughts, and a compassion for 
those who Jill their heads with them."* 

* See « Claude's Reformation," Part IV., page 97. 
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ON THE TEMPER OF MIND WITH WHICH WE ARE TO 
CONTEND FOR THE FAITH. 

Having already contemplated tbe several rea- 
sons why we should contend for the faith, we 
come now to consider the spirit in which the 
present conflict for certain fundamental prin- 
ciples of Protestant doctrine is to be carried on. 
Grave and onerous are the duties which, in the 
present day of high -wrought controversy, de- 
volve on every lover of scriptural truth. Respon- 
sible and exposed the position which the faithful 
soldier of Jesus Christ is called frequently and 
fearlessly to occupy. For never perhaps, since 
the primitive times, was there a period wherein 
errors in morals, ecclesiastical polity, or in re- 
ligion, more various or more injurious, so awfully 
prevailed — when views the most visionary and 
unfounded were ever more greedily embraced, 
or with greater pertinacity retained — when old 
and oft-repeated heresies were more speciously 
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revived, or propagated with all the apparent 
freshness of youth and originality — when dogmas 
the most untenable were most perseveringly 
attempted to be vindicated by all the arts of 
subtle sophistry and mystification which are 
capable of being employed by the perverted, 
yet powerful intellect of man. Never, perhaps, 
was there, in any preceding age, a time when 
the faith, as once delivered to the saints, under* 
went so severe a scrutiny, or passed through so 
seven-fold heated an ordeal — when the peculiar 
doctrines of divine grace, as centering in, clus- 
tering round, and deriving all their value, glory, 
and efficacy from the cross of Jesus Christ were 
more grossly garbled or maligned, or held in 
reserve by multitudes — or the doctrines of the 
papacy more successfully and widely propagated 
than at the present day. 

Do we dread or deprecate, in the least degree, 
the severest equitable scriptural scrutiny ? We 
blush with honest and indignant shame at the 
slightest allusion to any such dishonouring insi- 
nuation. The true and intelligent believer in 
inspiration courts candid and impartial investi- 
gation, and welcomes a sober discussion of every 
part of that faith which was once delivered to 
the saints. Truth is great and it must prevail ; 
but it cannot admit of any compromise with 
aoul-destroying error; nor does true christian 
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charity require it. They are the truly charitable 
who point out and vindicate dishonoured truth, 
and who warn deluded men of their dangerous 
mistakes. We are to contend earnestly for the 
faith ; yet be it remembered that the wrath of 
man worketh not the righteousness^of God. The 
evils of an acrimonious spirit are incalculable. 
It creates the most powerful barriers against the 
gospel — lending to prejudice; the bitterness of 
personal resentment, the strength of party feel- 
ing, and the obstinacy of wounded pride. Than 
this, nothing has tended more to the distortion 
of truth, or been an hindrance to its triumphs. 
For religious controversialists often fancy, in 
the heat of theological gladiatorship, that they 
can never contradict one another strongly 
enough ; trifling differences are sometimes un- 
necessarily magnified — and, as the contest pro- 
ceeds, arguments are exchanged for anathemas 
— contemptuous railings for consecutive rea- 
sonings — and what is the result? They often 
depart from the arena only mutually wounded, 
each hating the other more bitterly than ever 
and thus each are several removes farther from 
christian charity, and the truth and simplicity 
of gospel theology. 

We have, in history, many melancholy illus- 
trations of the truth of the previous remarks, 
where men's passions and prejudices Vx^a^ 
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criminally blended with their avowed partizan- 
ship for various causes and creeds. For 
instance^ Mahomet contended for his faith. 
But how ? Not by the force of moral suasion, 
or by the enlightenment of the understanding, 
but by carrying sword and slaughter into the 
countries where his ambition led him to rear the 
standard of the pale crescent, instead of the 
cross; and by butchering men*s bodies, or re- 
ducing them to political vassalage, he coerced 
men*s minds, and thus compelled them to bow 
to the authority of his voluptuous and flesh- 
pleasing system. Popery also has contended 
for her faith. But how? Not by putting on 
bowels of mercy, and exemplifying the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ. No! but by the 
adoption of carnal weapons, such as the fire, 
the rack, the thumb-screw, and the gibbet, she 
has called in the illegal aid of political power, 
and thus frightened timid spirits to the adoption 
of her faith. For amidst tears and groans, and 
flames, and martyrs* blood, has Popery extended 
the sanguinary cause of the crucifix, rather than 
the mild and gentle reign of that meek and 
lowly Saviour, who once for sinners suffered the 
accursed death of the cross. And English 
Prelacy, under the dishonoured name of Epis- 
copal Protestant Christianity, has contended 
also for her faith. But how ? Not by recog- 
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nising in all loyal political subjects the equal 
rights of conscience^ and making its only appeal 
for support to the Bible. No ! but by dragoon- 
ing the conscientious Covenanters of Scotland^ 
and by hunting them up and down amidst their 
barren mountains* tops, or by forcing them to 
hide, for safety and secrecy's sake, amidst the 
shadows of their woods, and the windings of 
their romantic glens; — ^it was thus that Prelacy 
tried (but tried in vain, for many of the Scotch 
chose rather to suffer death, than desert their 
principles) to make that heroic and martyr- 
band abjure the faith and worship of their 
forefathers, as exhibited and embodied in the 
principles of ancient Presbyterianism. And 
Puseyism, too, is contending for her faith. But 
how? Not by taking all her principles from, 
and conforming all her practices to, the Bible, 
but by trying to re-exalt Tradition, after it has 
long and deservedly been regarded as an uncer- 
tain guide — by crying incessantly and vocifer- 
ously, *' Hear the Church ! Hear the Church !" 
instead of saying to all humble enquiries, " To 
the law and to the testimony" — by trying to 
throw the fascinations of popish splendour over 
the pure worship of the simple ritual of the 
New Testament dispensation — by misrepresent- 
ing, or holding back " in reserve," the funda- 
mental doctrines of the fall of man, justification 
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by faith alone in Christ without works, our 
regeneration by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and acceptance with God through the atone- 
ment of Jesus — by trying to cast unmerited 
odium on thousands of Christ's faithful ministers, 
just because those faithful ministers disclaim 
all participation with them in their views and 
assumptions as to sacramental efficacy in ordi- 
nances, or pretended unbroken succession in 
prelatical ordination. Thus are they extending 
their system, and proselyting pseudo-protestants 
to their semi-popish standard. But in direct 
opposition to all these several modes of unholy 
warfare, we would say as to our contention for 
the " faith once delivered to the saints," " we 
have not so learned Christ" — " the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds. Cast- 
ing down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.'* 

As the controversy for great principles is now 
no longer confined to a narrow limit, but per- 
vades every comer of our land, nay, has extended 
to the Church Missionary Society's Settlements 
in India, and is awfully perverting the minds of 
missionaries, native preachers, and converts in 
Calcutta and elsewhere — there are '' multitudes. 
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multitudes, in the valley of decision: for the 
day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision." 
Even the abettors of Anglo-Catholicism are 
urging on the friends of pure protestant princi- 
ples to a collision, and thus in their writings 
sending out this challenge: — " Choose your 
side; to remain neuter much longer, will be 
itself to take a part Choose your side; since 
side you shortly must with one or other party,, 
even though you do nothing."* Such is their 
language. The crisis, then, has arrived. The 
contest for great, and fundamental, and invalu- 
able principles has commenced — the gauntlet 
has been openly thrown down; and shall we be 
so base and recreant, as not to face the adver- 
saries, and stand up for the defence of vital 
truth? God forbid! Therefore, as to the 
temper of mind in which we are to contend for 
the *' faith once delivered to the saints," let us 
'' stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, 
stJiving together for the faith of the gospel." 

But there may be some individuals so 
circumstanced, both as to standing in society, 
and as to mental capacity and acquirement, 
whom Divine Providence has fixed amongst the 



* ** Tracts for the Times," No. 1, page 4. The above 
was the hold language of the Oxford Catholics at the yery 
commencement of the promulgation of their heresies. 
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humble and the pious poor in various christian 
communities, and whose duty is — passively, 
rather than actively, to contend for the faith. 
It may perhaps so happen, that these pages may 
be seriously perused by some rustic cottager^ 
some dependent pauper — some indigent me- 
chanic, who belongs to the true household of 
faith, and is included, therefore, amongst the 
Lord s hidden ones, though the World, and 
perhaps the Church too, know him not. To 
such weak and despised ones, the writer would 
primarily and most fraternally address a few 
words of counsel and encouragement. 

Poor, and perhaps despised humble Christ- 
ian ! You, babe in knowledge, and weak one, in 
the family of the faithful, who perad venture 
may have no stores of human knowledge, no 
arguments but a few plain texts of scripture 
which the Spirit of God has given you, properly 
to appreciate, and rightly to understand their 
meaning — you who have, it may be, no library 
but your Bible, and are therefore ill qualified to 
sustain a long and defensive argument with 
those who would assault your principles, and 
try to seduce you from the truth as it is in 
Jesus — we know that you have sometimes, in 
these days of boasted religious libeity, much to 
suffer, if you would be stedfast in the faith, or 
abide by those peculiar principles which you 
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bave conscientiously espoused, as most agree- 
able to your convictions of protestant and evan- 
gelical doctrine. Though we live not in days 
of open, and popish persecution, yet we do 
know that many, like those just described and 
addressed, have very much, oflimes, patiently 
and passively to endure, as the penalty inflicted 
by the oppressive and intolerant, for their con- 
scientious and undeviating attachment to certain 
views of truth, and for regularly continued 
attendance where are observed pure protestant 
simplicity and spirituality in gospel ordinances, 
and mode of worship. Let, then, the humble, 
the despised, and secretly persecuted poor, 
remember the way in which a good woman 
once passively contended for the protestant 
faith. Being summoned for her religious tenets, 
before the infamous Bishop Bonner, he tried to 
puzzle her, by many interrogations as to the 
grounds of her peculiar belief, and feeling 
annoyed by his sophistry, yet conscious of her 
inability to argue satisfactorily with her per- 
secutor, she cut short the conversation by saying, 
*' My lord, 1 cannot argue for Jesus Christ, but 
I am quite willing to suffer for his cause." 
Emulate her example, and seek to possess her 
noble and heroic spirit. If your Bible princi- 
ples are worth any thing, they are worth every 
thing; and accordingly, you are bound to die 



142 THE POOB^ INDIRECTLY PERSECUTED. 

by^ and for your protestant and peculiar princi- 
ples, ratber tban compromise or desert tbem. 
The present is a time of mucb poverty, and sore 
yet petty persecution, arising from exclusive 
party spirit — we mean not, a systematized 
public persecution, that could be remedied by 
the application of existing laws, or checked by 
the enactment of more stringent ones. We 
allude to the private, tyrannical exercise of 
social influence, or political power amongst the 
wealthy, upon the humble and pious poor; 
a system of irreligpious bribery, to warp or coerce 
conscience, and thus indirectly to punish 
honourable independency of thought and 
action, as to conscientious, intelligent belief, 
and the pure worship of the living and true 
God. True, we are not in fear of the dungeon, 
or the rack, or the officers of the Inquisition, 
but we do know that many conscientious 
christians amongst the dependent poor are 
made cruelly to suffer sometimes, in the unjust 
curtailment of their limited comforts, by a 
system of sectarian favouritism — by the intru- 
sive and unwelcome visits, and dogmatical 
dictations of certain bigots — by partial or entire 
exclusion from a participation in public boun- 
ties and the private charities of the bigoted 
affluent, and thus falsely called benevolent — in 
being sometimes forcibly ejected from their 
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homes for conscience* sake^ and by being occa- 
sionally deprived of employment, only because, 
after the way which some call Heresy or Schism, 
so worship they the God of their fathers, though 
believing all things which are written in the law 
and the prophets. Let such, if called to suffer 
privations or persecution in any form for right- 
eousness* sake, passively and patiently endure 
it, rather than, for filthy lucre's sake, or some 
superior's smile, be seduced from their religious 
consistency and integrity. Hail reproach ! wel- 
come shame ! endure hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ! O poor and persecuted believer! 
rather than desert or deny your distinctive Pro- 
testant principles. Do not, like another Esau, 
for a mess of this world's pottage, as held out 
by some proselyting seducer from the faith, sell 
your birthright, or renounce the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

2. We proceed to address another and a 
larger class of individuals. 

Genuine and intelligent Protestants of 

EVERY EVANGELICAL DENOMINATION, be arOUSed 

— ^be admonished — be assured — that the noble 
cause for which Protestant martyrs, confessors, 
and reformers struggled, even to death, is now 
insidiously assaulted and most seriously jeo- 
pardized. Romanism, in the shape of Puseyism, 
is rapidly advancing, and all Protestant ax^d 
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popish Europe is ringing with the tale! Be 
aroused then immediately to scriptural conten- 
tion for the faith. Popery is progressing, not 
so much in the scarlet-coloured vestments of 
the papal heresy, as concealed under the specious 
garb of Tractarian Catholicism. The missal, 
and the confessional, and the crucifix, may, in 
public, be deceptively repudiated, but the Ox- 
ford " Tracts for the Times" have done, and 
are doing that amongst the episcopal clergy and 
the aristocratic wealthy, which the Romish bre- 
viary, in the hands of popish priests, would 
have taken far much longer time to have 
achieved. Romanism, we reiterate it, is ad- 
vancing, and has gained a lodgment in the 
very vitals of the Church of England, and if 
not speedily and unceremoniously ejected, as 
were the thieves and money-changers in the 
temple, by our Lord, we may soon expect 
that " Ichabod" will be written on her walls, 
and the crucifix surmount and eclipse the cross, 
because the simplicity and spirituality of pure 
Protestant principles and New Testament wor- 
ship will then be exchanged for the senseless 
and anti -scriptural bendings, and crossings, and 
genuflexions, and idolatries of Romish mum- 
mery and debasing superstition. 

Ere long, we think and fear that the tragedy 
of the Trojan horse is likely to be re-acted within 
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the walls of the English protestant establish- 
ment. Long have her faithful sons held out 
against the open and repeated assaults of Rome, 
and thus stood the siege heroically for many a 
year. But she has admitted within her precincts 
covert adversaries, and is now retaining within 
her gates concealed and traitorous Greeks, who, 
when the political, or mental horizon has become 
a little darker, and thus more favourable for 
their foul conspiracies and purpose, they will 
then throw off all disguise, and (if practicable) 
wide unfold the gates to all sorts of false teachers^ 
and thus let in the enemies of pure and unde- 
filed religion, to sack and lay waste the Church 
and City of the living God. Thus, if God do 
not prevent, by lifting up a standard against 
the enemy, who is coming in now like a flood, 
— '* Troja fuit" will have to be inscribed (and 
that right early) on the ruined towers, and 
demolished walls, and outworks of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of England. Every 
day almost, seems to be bringing out into more 
vivid and startling distinctness, the ominous 
band-writing on the wall, which bespeaks some 
rapidly approaching visitation, to the hierarchies 
of England and Scotland. Even the most 
unskilled in the interpretation of providential 
intimations, cannot fail to observe that there is 
much that is very extraordinary in the aspect of 
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ecclesiaslical affairs, much that is threatening to 
the welfare and very existence of state-estab- 
lished religions. Puseyism in England, and 
Non-Intrusionism in Scotland, are each, though 
by a very different process, effecting vast changes 
in the public mind, and loosening the ties which 
bind in unity the Churcb-and-State connection 
in both kingdoms. From passing and coming 
events, it would seem as though the separation 
were destined to be brought about in each hier- 
archy, not by external pressure, but by internal 
convulsion. Puseyism is growing too intensely 
clerical and assuming for the spirit of the age; 
Presbyterianism in Scotland too pious and 
expansive for the cramping framework of a 
state establishment. Puseyism would render 
the national church, a mere thing of priestly 
assumption and aggrandisement — the majority 
of the General Assembly would wish to make 
their Kirk a more spiritual thing, than its essen- 
tial and semi-political nature will admit of. 
Both are rebelling against their lord and master, 
the State; both becoming too troublesome to be 
much longer borne in secuiity and repose. 
Thus, a crisis seems hastening on, and it behoves 
all faithful protestants to be ready armed for the 
approaching trial and emergency. What a 
spectacle does England and Scotland present to 
a contemplative mind! The majority of the 
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General Assembly, as a state-supported and 
state-protected hierarchy, panting for spiritual 
liberty untramelled by legal enactments, or the 
meddling interference of civil courts , whilst, on 
the other hand, it is currently reported that 
nine thousand out of twelve thousand of the 
ministers of the Church of England, by em- 
bracing Anglo-Catholicism, and impugning the 
grand doctrines of Protestantism, are thus fast 
verging towards Romanism; so that in them is 
literally accomplished those words which say, 
" They which lead thee, cause thee to err, and 
destroy the way of thy paths." — ^Isaiah iiL 12. 
Now, just in proportion as the ministers of the 
Church of England desert, or betray the faith 
once delivered to the saints, so it is the duty of 
the people to avoid and forsake the ministry of 
such false and deceptive teachers, whose semi- 
popish doctrines would thus lead them astray. 
Accordingly, there is, and must inevitably be, 
defection from her ranks, though in various 
cases from very oppositely-working causes. 
There are men leaving her, j«st because she is 
not sufficiently Romish in her ritual, and so 
they become, what they were before in heart — 
Papists; for those that love pomp, and anti- 
scriptural ceremony in religious services, will, 
by recent movements, and Tractarian innova- 
tions, glide more and more into the spirit and 

B 2 
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observances of unmasked Romanism. But there 
are others of an opposite stamp, and more pri- 
miliye mould, who must conscientiously leave 
the Church, that they may be more purely and 
scripturally protestant, and vpho, in proportion 
as they become more and more attached to 
evangelical simplicity in doctrine and worship, 
will necessarily be driven further and further 
away from parties who are now making such 
singular movements, and effecting such unwar- 
rantable innovations in the faith, practice, and 
government of National Establishments. But 
after all, there are men who will remain in her, 
of a hybrid character, men of dubious principles, 
with very ductile consciences, who, whilst loving, 
embracing, and insidiously propagating all the 
peculiarities of Puseyism — thus proving that 
they are really Catholics in creed and conduct — 
will nevertheless outwardly exemplify a spurious 
jealousy to retain the empty badge of Protest- 
antism, as their distinctive mai'k, though at heart 
really aliens from her cause. 

From all these several considerations, there- 
fore, genuine Protestants are admonished to 
bestir themselves, and to act befitting the men 
who believe that semi-popery and awful heresy 
are rapidly advancing: for the enemy is no 
longer besieging at the gates, but is even now 
within the walls. And as a man's direst enemies 
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are often those of his own lioasehold, so even- 
tually, perhaps, the Church of England may 
find out that her Worst enemies were not amongst 
the men who have been called *' political dis- 
senters/ nor amongst the men of stem and 
uncompromising minds in the ranks of the con- 
scientious non-conformists — but amongst those 
who, whilst avowedly adhering to her hierarchy, 
and scrupulously foUowing all her rubrical 
directions, are by little and little Sapping its 
foundations, and bringing in all the soul-de- 
luding practices, and soul-destroying heresies, 
of the apostate Church of Rome. Let Protest- 
ants, then, both in, and out of the Establish- 
ment, awake to the impending dangers of the 
present crisis. Let them discountenance Error. 
Let them only value the preachers and advocates 
of pure. New Testament Christianity — let them 
prize their distinctive principles — let them 
propagate and defend them earnestly — and, as 
men of God and lovers of bible truth — Let 

THEM ACT ACCORDINGLt! 

3. We would address— The young and rising 

MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH ChURCHES. 

Young people! The descendants, the ad- 
mirers, and the followers of the Reformers of a 
by-gone age. Is this a day of awfully prevailing 
heresy, semi-popery, and infidelity ? Yes, it is. 
Then.be ye valiant for the truth, in this truth- 

E 3 
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perverting age. Prize your Bibles, more than 
thousands of gold and silver. Bring every 
tenet to its standard. Search the Scriptures 
daily with more unvarying punctuality, with 
greater attention, and with more earnest prayer 
than ever, for additional heavenly light, that 
thus you may have deeper insight into their 
spiritual design and meaning. Seek, with 
greater solicitude, to have clearer and more 
enlightened views of the whole system of pro- 
testant Christianity, and revealed truth. Take 
NO man's mere assertion, in matters pertaining 
to salvation, but rather, demand scriptural 
testimony for every thing connected with 
religion. Avoid all unnecessary association 
with men of a sceptical, superstitious, or anti- 
protestant turn of mind, as well as the perusal 
of all works which tend insidiously to under- 
mine the authority of holy writ, or to weaken in 
any way the foundations of our most holy faith. 
Select not your bosom friends from the circles 
of frivolity or infidelity. Beware of new doc- 
trines, and pretended new lights; generally they 
are nothing else, but the scintillations of error; 
mental meteors generated by the corrupted 
imaginations of superstitious, or perverted 
minds. They may appear luminous and fasci- 
nating, but the light they emit tends first to 
dazzle^ then delude, and often ultimately to 
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destroy. Thousands have wandered amidst the 
mazes of superstition and will-worship^ and at 
last have sunk into the mire of bottomless 
perdition^ by following the false lights of Tra- 
dition^ mere human opinion^ and sceptical 
speculation^ instead of the guidance uniformly 
granted to humble minds by the Star of Beth- 
lehem's beams. Seeing then that the present^ is 
such an age of popish pretension and assump- 
tion^ of errors and extremes^ when there is 
such an incessant collision between Truth and 
Error, between believers and unbelievers, Pro- 
testant, Puseyite, and Papist, avail yourselves of 
every scriptural and historical aid to defend by 
legitimate weapons, and by the invincible force 
of truth, the outworks, as well as the citadel of 
our common Christianity; and for this purpose, 
use all possibly available means to become more 
thoroughly acquainted with the internal and 
external evidences of our holy religion. Thus 
shall *' your faith stand, not in the wisdom of 
man, but in the power of God." Thus shall you 
be ready " to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you, a reason of the hope that is in you." 
Be urged to make the Eible the book of your 
study — to seek after amore enlarged acquaintance 
with its doctrines and truths. Also, thoroughly 
to possess yourselves of the historical records of 
your own country ; read largely in eccks^Yb^^'^ 
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history, for its stores are needed in the present 
day; and above all, be not ignorant of the 
history of the Reformation.* To the study of 
this era, at the present moment, devote your 
serious attention. Thus, be well informed as to 
the real ground on which our Reformers, as 
illustrious men of God, took their stand, and 
the great interests, truths, and principles for 
which they nobly struggled, and more nobly 
died. Seek also to be imbued with their heroic 
and self-denying spirit, and earnestly and con- 
tinually pray, that whatever may hereafter arise 
in the future history of the church, that grace 
may be abundantly imparted to you, that thus 
you may be found equal to the trying occasion. 
" Stand, therefore," ye who aspire to be, young 
and worthy soldiers of the cross — " having your 
loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness, and your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace. 
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." 
Thus nobly, and scriptu rally equipped, young 

• J. H. Merle D'Aubigne's " History of the Great 
Reformation" is a work worthy of most diligent perusal, 
at thia juncture. 
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christians^ be valiant for the truth, even in 
a nobler degree than your fathers have been 
before you; for, clad in this armour of proof, 
you need not fear the sly and undermining 
insinuations, nor the' more open and furious 
assaults of the adversaries of Rerelation, or the 
apologists of Popery, Puseyism, and Anglo- 
Catholic error and superstition. 

Having addressed certain classes of character, 
we must add a few remarks, as to the spirit and 
manner in which this contention is to be carried 
on, and itsjinal glorious result. 

First. Contend for the faith once delivered to 
the saints — prayerfully, and not politically. 
We are not to go down to the camp of the 
Philistines to sharpen our weapons for this holy 
warfare, but to go upward to Heaven's magazine 
for spiritual panoply. Nor are we in the spirit 
of the world to go forth, to attempt to fight the 
battles of the Lord. Truth is great, and it must 
finally prevail. Too many have dishonoured 
the cause of the true faith, by adopting unhal- 
lowed and secular means for its propagation. 
It wants not political defenders, nor does it 
crave state protection, or state interference: 
because favouritism to one established sect, or 
the unjust and exclusive patronage of one pecu- 
liar modification of the faith has impeded, rather 
than promoted, the conquests of the truth as it 
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18 in Jesus. A resort to the baton of political 
authority, rather than trusting to the ethereal 
temper of the sword of the Spirit, has made 
infidels doubt the power of unpatronized Christ- 
ianity to achieve her bloodless triumphs over 
the armies of the aliens. In opposition to all 
this worldliness, we must contend spiritually 
and prayerfully for the faith once delivered to 
the saints. The christian often fights best upon, 
or when just rising from, his knees. Oh, we 
want more prayer in all christian communities, 
before we can hope that the cause of the true 
faith shall overcome all error. It is not so much 
by condemning superciliously the departures of 
others from their fidelity to the cause of Truth, 
but by ourselves individually and experimentally 
feeding on the great doctrines of the Bible, that 
the victory of protestantism must be helped on, 
and finally won. Professed soldiers of the cross 
must be more than ever men of God, men of 
faith, men of fervent, wrestling, and prevailing 
prayer, if they would wax valiant in fight, and 
put to flight the armies of the aliens. It is 
related of queen Mary, that she said — she more 
feared tb€ prayers of John Knox, than all the 
armies of her advensaries. Let christians, then, 
intercede much widi heaven on behalf of the 
cause of the faith, and its enemies shall not long 
or extensively prevail 
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Secondly. Contend forthe faith — charitably, 
without bigotry. It were well, constantly to 
keep in mind the following most excellent rule, 
as to our conduct towards those who may differ 
from us in faith and practice. " In essentials — 
Unity; in non-essentials — Liberty; in all things 
—Charity." Not pressing for entire uniformity 
in matters non-essential to salvation, yet exem- 
plifying a zeal according to knowledge^ where 
great principles of vital importance are jeopard- 
ized, or at stake. We are not tx> anathematize, 
or excommunicate from the range of our christian 
sympathies and love, all who may differ from 
us in some minor details of dogmatic theology, 
nor to unchurch all churches, but those of our 
own denomination; nor to ask for fire from 
heaven, to consume our theological rivals and 
opponents; but if we deem them to be blind, 
or awfully misguided, let us imitate the conduct 
of the prophet, who, when his servant saw not 
what he beheld, uttered this affectionate and 
seasonable prayer — *' Lord, open his eyes." Let 
us thus charitably act, in reference to all the 
numerous hosts of disseminators of papistical, 
and pseudo-protestant error, in the present day. 

Yet it is here highly necessary, that a caution- 
ary hint should be thrown out, as to how far 
we are to extend our charity, and to what extent 
we are to go, in associating with, \3ckfc Y^%».^«r^ 
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and proselytes of anti-protestant dogmas. There 
are some very strange and delusive principles, 
urged and promulgated upon these points in 
the present day. The modem school of pseudo- 
divinity and semi-popish ecclesiastical polity, 
are inculcating such views as the following. If 
men agree with us in circumstantials, but differ, 
nevertheless, from us in fundamentals, the 
Oxford Tractarian party call us to unite with 
them. On the other hand however, if christian 
men differ in circumstantials, but yet agree as 
to the main and fundamental truths of Christ- 
ianity, they require us to look at them as aliens, 
enemies, and schismatics, though they may 
believe in the one same Saviour, and look alone 
for salvation to the same atoning blood. These, 
by them, are to be termed schismatics — just 
because they follow the Scriptures, according to 
what they conscientiously believe to be the real 
meaning of the word of God; and yet others are 
to be called, and treated as brethren (they would 
teach us), just because they boast of apostolical 
succession ordination, or may be included nomi- 
nally within the visible pale of what is termed 
by them '• the truly Apostolic Church," notwith- 
standing that they are departing from the 
plainest and most fundamental principles of the 
Scriptures of truth, and scattering abroad the 
most awful and pestilential errors which can 
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possibly be conceived* In opposition to all 
these spurious refinements^ we would urge^ that 
all real christians should contend for the faith, 
with more charity, and less bigotry, than ever, 
towards their fellow, yet differing brethren. 
For no man is a sectarian, or a bigot, so long as 
his eye rests by faith, and in love, upon a 
bleeding Saviour; because, as the Rev. Mr. 
Hamilton, of the Scotch National Church, has 
well said in his beautiful piece " On Unity**— 
'' the more carnal a christian, the more sectarian 
will he be; and the more spiritual he is, the 
more loving yon will iind faim.*' 

\Yhen, therefore, you meet an individual who 
holds the fundamental truths of revelation in 
high esteem, whose life also is a transcript of his 
faith, and who thus gives evidence that he has 
been transformed by the Holy Spirit's agency 
in the spirit of his mind, dp not stop to ask 
whether he was baptized with water from an 
episcopal font, or in what sanctuary, and with 
what forms of external worship he adores. Let it 
suffice that he has been baptized by the Spirit, 
and is a spiritual and accepted worshipper at 
the throne of the heavenly grace. Take know- 
ledge of him that he has been with Jesus, and 
that, though once he was blind, now he sees. 
Away with all bigotry; hail him as a brother 
beloved, a child of God, and an heir of glory. 
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He may perhaps not have sought salvation, 
through what some bigots regard as the ex- 
clusive ** sources of grace ; " but his test of dis- 
ciplesbip is this — that he loves his and your 
Saviour — his and your people " in sincerity and 
in truth;" — and this is the Saviour's grand 
and indubitable criterion of relationship to him 
— ** By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one towards another/' 

The Church that thus discerns her Saviour's 
image under every variety of garb, and affection- 
ately opens her fellowship to all " the children 
of God, who are scattered abroad," while she 
contemns and treats as a thing of nought the 
mock sanctity and the conventional member- 
ship, which is merely external and national — ^a 
spurious sanctity, wrought not by the divine 
Spirit, but often by a human priest — not through 
the living word, but through the legerdemain of 
a mechanically administered sacrament — not in 
the " hidden man of the heart," but " merely 
outward in the flesh" — such a Church alone, 
however plain or despised its services, however 
few its members, has a right to be called Catholic, 
and to such a Church all liberally and right- 
minded evangelical episcopalians, and all pious 
and God -honouring nonconformists, without 
exception, belong, for they are all ONE in 
Christ Jesus. Under the influence of such 
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expansive views as these, let us contend for the 
faith charitably, without the bitterness of sect- 
arian bigotry. 

Thirdly. Contend for the faith — zealously, 
without pusillanimity. The wrestlers in the 
Olympic games threw all the energies of their 
body and soul, into the conflicts in which they 
were engaged. But, oh ! how little of warmth 
and spirit-stirring energy is there evinced in the 
conduct of thousands of those who, by their 
avowed attachment to the cause of Jesus Christy 
ought ever and anon to exemplify zeal and ever- 
wakeful solicitude for the faith once delivered 
to the saints. Full of apathy and cold indif- 
ference, they hardly heave a sigh if Error abound; 
they manifest scarcely any joy if the cause of 
God and Truth prevail. Reader, pray that 
yours may ever be a far different and more con- 
sistent spirit. Contend for the faith earnestly, 
zealously — nay even agonizingly, if duty should 
call you to suffer for your Bible privileges and 
principles. You live in a day when " the faith," 
in consequence of abounding errors and in- 
creasing perversions of protestant truth, demand 
all your zeal, vigilance, and self-denying de- 
votedness. " Therefore be ye steadfast, unmov- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord." Many, we fear, in the 
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pulpit^ as well as in private life^ are maintaining 
a guilty and perfidious silence^ and, for fear of 
offending certain parties, and lest they should 
incur the world's odium and scorn, or shrinking 
from disturbing the peace of families and social 
circles, fail to be valiant for the truth — nay, 
even often betray it at the shrine of Mammon. 
Such timid and time-serving spirits shrink from 
contracting the hatred of men of respectability, 
and talent, and worldly influence; but the 
hatred of such is an honour, if it be incurred in 
the prosecu^on of christian duty, and through 
avowed attachment to the peculiarities of pro- 
testant truth. St Paul did not shrink from in- 
curring the world's opposition — no, nor from any 
divisions, or alienations, or losses which might 
follow his noble protest — but every where, 
on every suitable occasion, fearless of the con- 
sequences, still adhered to those great cardinal 
points, which we are also equally bound, in our 
day and generation, zealously and unflinchingly 
to maintain. Fidelity, to God and the vital 
interests of saving truth, must not ceas^ to be 
instant in season, and out of season, to reproof, 
rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doc- 
trine ; for the time is come when many will not 
endure sound doctrine. Nevertheless, Fidelity 
must not flinch one iota as to her uncompro- 
mising statements, though Courtesy, with her 
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bland hand and polished tongue, in many a 
circle tell her that it is rudeness thus to speak, 
or Liberalism, with her false refinement, censure 
her as too particular and narrow minded. But 
men of truth must not cease to speak out boldly, 
nor expect to escape the charge of bigotry and 
uncharitableness ; for we live in days of such 
exuberant liberalism on the one hand, and of 
such sickly sentimentalism, under the name of 
modem orthodoxy, on the other, that often any 
attempt at faithfulness to men's conciences and 
to God and spiritual religion, is frowned upon 
as an offence against good breeding, and an 
insult to our neighbour. We live in days when, 
in a variety of situations, we cannot aim at any 
ferveiit obedience of the first table of the law, 
without exposing ourselves to the accusation of 
being transgressors of the second table. But 
" Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto [men] more than unto God judge 
ye.*' Yet many love the praise of men more 
than the honour of God and the sacred interests 
of sound biblical truth ; being quite of an oppo- 
site spirit to the Apostle, who said, in the face 
of persecution and death, " We ought to obey 
God rather than man.'* In these days of increas- 
ing Error, and hyper high -church principles, 
even every private christian who knows and 
loves the truth, should consider himself a& iwdv- 
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yidually set for the defence of the gospel. There- 
fore let us listen to and seriously attend to the 
exhortation of St. Paul to the Ephesians^ where 
he says — "Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put 
on the whole armour of God, that we may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For 
we wrestle not against flesh , and blood, but 
against principalities and powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spi- 
ritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand." 

Fourthly. Let us contend for the faith — 
EVANGELICALLY, not theoretically. Artificially 
constructed systems of theology may be admired 
and adopted by the controversialist and the 
polemic, but the intelligent believer desires to 
derive his creed, not from the theories of fallible 
men, but immediately from the unerring stand- 
ards of divine truth. And the less that the 
soldiers of Jesus Christ contend for the faith 
upon the authority or countenance of human 
systems, the more effectually will they promote 
its extended conquests, and thus accelerate its 
final and universal triumphs. We blunt the 
edge of the sword of the Spirit when we surround 
it by humanly-constructed systems of doctrinal 
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theology. The glorious gospel of the blessed 
God owns NO authority but the oracles of Truth. 
Traditions^ Councils, and Fathers have no place 
in its imperative proclamations. ''Thus saith 
the Lord " is its credentials ; atoning blood is its 
subject; justifying imputed righteousness is its 
standard ; and regeneration, by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, is the uniform and indispensable 
characteristic of all its favoured recipients. The 
doctrine of the Trinity is in itself an epitome of 
evangelical truth, proclaiming the sovereign, 
immutable, eternal love of God the Father, in 
the election, and adoption, and predestination 
of every member of the living church in Christ 
their covenant Head, to the attainment of ever- 
lasting glory ; asserting the suretyship and sub- 
stitution of God the Son, on behalf of his church, 
as his betrothed bride, rendering him respon- 
sible for her redemption, justification, and glori- 
fication ; and publishing the efficient ministry of 
God the Holy Ghost, regenerating, sanctifying, 
preserving the elect and redeemed family for 
glory. This is " the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God;" one holy, unbroken chain of 
truth, honouring all the persons and perfections 
of Deity alike ; adapted to the ruined condition 
of man, and securing infallibly the eternal sal- 
vation of all the blood-bought chureh of God. 
It is not to be sought for, or found in the decreea 
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of Popes and Councils ; it is not wrapped up in- 
the fables of Tradition ; it is not in the super- 
stitious notions of the Fathers; not in the Je- 
suitical sophistry of Oxford divines; not in 
merely intellectual^ rationalistic theology; but it 
is to be found both in the Old and New Testa- 
ment. It is kept as a treasure in the living 
Church of the living God ; it is in every r^ener- 
ate soul ; and is in the hearts, and often on the 
lips of all those who are the faithful ministers, the 
sent servants of Him who said to all the heralds 
of salvation, " Lo ! I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." 

This gospel, must be evangelically, not theor- 
etically contended for. And there belongs to it, 
as opposed to undisguised Popery on the one 
hand, and ecclesiastical Pro-Catholicism on the 
other, things essential, and things accessory — 
things fundamental, and things less important. 
In contending evangelically for the faith, it is 
highly requisite, then, that we should all have 
clear, simple, and intelligent views of its primary 
peculiarities. On this point, therefore, hear the 
remarks of a master in Israel. The justly cele- 
brated D'Aubigne, in a discourse at the opening 
meeting of the Theological School at Geneva, as 
delivered October 3, 1842, gives the following 
luminous view of genuine evangelical Christ- 
ianity, in contrast with the modern heresies of 
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Oxford and the more ancient heresies of Rome. 
He says^ speaking of evangelical truth — 

" Now there are three principles which form 
its essence : — the first we may call the formal 
principle, because it is the means by which the 
system forms and constructs itself; the second 
we may call the material principle, because it 
is the very doctrine which constitutes this re- 
ligious system ; the third I would call the per- 
sonal, or moral principle, because it concerns the 
application of Christianity to the' soul of each 
individual. 

" I will explain the formal principle of Christ- 
ianity in three words : — 

The word of God — only. 
That is to say, that the christian receives the 
knowledge of the truth only from the word of 
God, and admits no other source of religious 
knowledge. 

" The material principle of Christianity I 
will also briefly explain : — 

The grace of Christ— otsly. 
That is to say, that the christian receives the 
possession of salvation only by the grace of 
Christ, and recognizes no other meritorious cause 
of life eternal. 

" The personal principle of Christianity is 
explained in the simplest terms : — 

The work of the Spirit— only. 
G 2 
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That is to say, that there must be in every sacred 
soul a moral and individual work of regeneration 
wrought by the Spirit of God, and not by a 
simple adjunction to the church, and the magical 
influences of certain ceremonies. Recal con- 
stantly to your minds these three simple truths: — 

The Word of God — only; 
The Grace of Christ — only; 
The Work of the Spirit — only; 

and they will be a lamp to your feet, and a 
light to all your paths. These are the three 
great watch-lights which the Holy Spirit has 
raised in the church ; their light ought to spread 
from one end of the world to the other. While 
they shine, the church walks in the light ; as 
soon as these three lights are extinguished, or 
only obscured, darkness, like that of Egypt, is 
spread upon Christianity. Now it is precisely 
these three fundamental principles of evangelical 
Christianity (says this able German theologian 
and historian of the ' Great Reformation *) 
which are attacked by the new system of eccle- 
siastical Catholicism. It is not some points of 
detail, or some secondary doctrine, to attack 
which they lend themselves at Oxford — it is that 
which forms the very essence of Christianity 
and of the Reformation ; and these truths are 
so important that, as Luther said« ' With them, 
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the Church stands — without them, the Church 
falls.'"* 

Guided, then, hy these beautiful and sim- 
plified views of Protestant truth, let every 
christian in the growing conflict for great prin- 
ciples make D'Aubigne's language his watch- 
word, and say, whilst contending for the faith 
evangelically, and not theoretically, " The Word 
of God only ; the Grace of Christ only ; the 
Work of the Spirit only ; " and thus shall he 
prove himself a true champion for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. 

Fifthly. Contend for the Faith — unitedly, 
not denominationally. Too long, much too long, 
has Judah envied Ephraim, and Ephraim vexed 
Judah. The sheep of Christ's flock have scat- 
tered and pastured too widely from one another 
a considerable time ; but as God has permitted 
the enemy to make his appearance, they must 
instantly come closer together, and present a 
firm and unbroken phalanx to the invader. All 
those who hold the same grand truths of the 
Gospel must learn to feel and act more as 
brethren, and less as diflering christians. Be- 
cause, if ever there was a period in the history 
of our country, or of the world, in which the 



* See " Geneva and Oxford," pages 18, 19, 20. 

G 3 
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UNITY of all the faithful was imperatiyely de- 
manded, it is the present. 

No words of the writer will here be so appro- 
priate, or powerful, as the eloquent and admi- 
rable sentiments which have lately proceeded 
from the pen of that distinguished minister and 
ornament of the Church of England, the Hon. 
and Rev. Baptist W. Noel. Speaking of the 
present crisis, and the rapid spread of refined 
Popery, he says : — " The time seems to be come 
when that great confederation of all Christ's 
people should take place, to the opposing and 
the overthrowing of the unity of those who 
know Him not. There is a great unity in the 
world amongst those who disbelieve the truth, 
or pervert it ; but once let Christians be united 
in heart and act, and I, for one, fear not that 
the spurious unity of those who know and love 
Him not, would be speedily overborne by thp 
unity of Christ's true followers throughout the 
world." " But (he adds) if we would unite 
with them, we must be more Catholic than we 
have been. We have strengthened the hands of 
the Anglo-Catholics, and the Roman Catholics, 
by our want of Catholicism. We have been 
too sectarian — too exclusive in our views. We 
have exaggerated diocesan episcopacy — we have 
dwelt on the peculiarities of our system, calling 
them ' Church principles,* whilst the principles 
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of the gospel have been kept too much in the 
back ground. And because we could ill sustain 
the unmeasured importance that we attached to 
these things by reference to Scripture, we have 
been in the habit of appealing too much to 
Antiquity — of appealing too much to ecclesias- 
tical Tradition, and thus have laid the foundation 
for those Anglo-Catholic errors which now judi- 
cially are overspreading us. We must undo 
what we have done; we must become more 
Protestant, and we must become more Catholic 
than we have ever been : more Protestant, by 
loving all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
more Catholic, by recognizing every where that 
the churches of other communities are our breth- 
ren — true churches of Christ. It must not be 
with a cowardly, timid, secret confession, that 
we allow their ministers to be ministers of 
Christ, but we must proclaim it ' on the house 
tops,' we must tell it to every one, that their 
ministers are no less Christ's ministers than we 
ourselves, and that they are as much ordained 
by Christ himself, and a part of his Church as 
we are, though we have a different form. Until 
we thus affectionately, openly, and unhesitat- 
ingly recognize their ' orders,* we are not half 
uniting as we ought to unite with the Universal 
Church of Christ. It is our part, in this day, 
to own them as our brethren, and to cling the 
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more affectionately to them, because of those 
semi-papal errors that have strangely revived 
amongst us. If we would maintain ' the truth 
as it is in Jesus/ we must thus cling to that true 
unity, in opposition to that spurious unity which 
we are recommended to form ; and we must be 
united on the principles of faiths and hope, and 
love, and then we may hope to see those pro- 
mised triumphs of the Gospel, which have been 
so long delayed by our divisions, accomplished 
through the mercy of the Lord." 

In entire accordance, also, with these enlight- 
ened views, is the proposal of some of the 
members of the [now free] Church of Scotland, 
as to the commemorating of the Bicentary of the 
Meeting of the Westminster Assembly of Divines, 
which will happen in July, 1843. In a recent 
document, they observe, that — " A desire 
after more unity was rapidly extending in the 
Christian Church." And, " in entire accord- 
ance with the spirit of Protestantism, as well aa 
with the exigencies of the times, it is conceived 
that such a body, from various evangelical 
denominations, might harmoniously and effect- 
ively meet [at the Bicentary Commemoration], 
and concur in a statement of errors renounced 
and opposed, rather than of truths held. And 
the errors which would require to be specified 
are of such a nature, that the mere denial of 
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tbem would be a sufficient guarantee for sub- 
stantial soundness of faitb. The errors are 
cbiefly of these kinds; and the terms might be 
stated in 'the form of a protest against Rational- 
ism, Popery, and Tractarianism. The Protest 
would thus [as a condition of confederation] 
embody a denial, or renunciation — 

(1.) Of Socinian and Rationalistic principles, 
as these affect — 1. The inspiration and interpre- 
tation of Holy Scripture. 2, The doctrine of 
the Trinity. 3. The Person of Christ. 4. The 
doctrine of the Atonement. 

(2.) Of Popish principles, as they affect — I. 
The supreme and exclusive authority of Scrip- 
ture. 2. The doctrine of the Mass, Transub- 
stantiation. Purgatory, &c. 3. The power of 
the Priesthood, Auricular Confession, Supre- 
macy over Civil Rulers, &c. 

(3.) Of Tractarian principles, as these affect, 
— 1. The doctrine of Justification. 2. The 
doctrine of Regeneration. 3. The doctrine of 
the Sacraments. 4. The Apostolical Succes- 
sion, and the Catholicity of the Church." 

Such is the proposal for Unity amongst 
many in Scotland, and similar breathings after 
the same object have been witnessed amongst 
the members of the '' Congregational Union." 
When this desirable spirit more pervades the 
members of the Universal Church, then, coo- 
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tending for the faith unitedly, and not denonu- 
nationally, she shall go on conquering and to 
conquer — " bright as the sun, fair as the moon, 
and terrible as an army with banners;" whilst 
at the same time, shall be happily and glori- 
ously realized the desire of our Redeemer, when 
he prayed thus for the Church — "That they all 
may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in 
thee; that they also may be one in us, that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me." 
For the furtherance of this important object, 
let us be persuaded to merge our minor differ* 
ences, and let us contend for " THE FAITH," 
unitedly, not denominationally. 

In these five several ways, cultivating the 
feelings, and exemplifying the spirit which has 
been described, are christians recommended to 
defend from assault, and to extend as to in- 
fluence, their protestant principles. 

Hitherto the writer has been professedly 
addressing genuine believers, and real lovers of 
saving truth. But perhaps-these pages may fall 
into the hands of the unthinking, the frivolous, the 
vain, the worldly, and the unbelieving. Instead 
of exhorting such, to earnestly contend for the 
faith, there is a far more urgent necessity for 
the writer to present, before laying down his 
pen, with all the point and pathos he can 
summon to the occasion, this most solemn inter-r 
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rogatory — Reader — ^Dost thou believe in the Son 
of God? You perhaps have a speculative, 
a theoretic faith; but stiU, if you only havethis^ 
you have not the faith of God*s elect. Fearing 
that this may be the awful- case with some who 
may peruse these pages, such are affectionately 
exhorted to serious self-examination instantly. 
As in the sight of that God who knows the every 
thought, and most inward feelings and princi- 
ples of your mind — ^that God who now sees you 
through and through — you are solicited to give 
a true answer to the soul-searching enquiry- 
Dost thou believe in the Son of God ? 

Pause. — ^Be persuaded to take a few moments 
for solemn reflection and decision. Give vent to 
ejaculatory prayer, whilst you are searching into 
the real state of your heart And remembery 
that whilst you are discussing, and secretly deter- 
mining this point, between God and your inmost 
spirit, unseen beings are marking most narrowly 
all your searchings of heart, your inward emo- 
tions, and secret aspirations. Answer then now — 
Dost thou believe in the Son of God ? — And oh ! 
should angels, who rejoice in the conversion of 
the returning prodigal, detect in your spirit, ere 
you close these leaves, the Jirst risings of a desire 
for true and saving faith, and love to our Lord 
Jesus Christ — should they see the first tear of 
godly sorrow for sin gushing from your down- 
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cast eye, and behold your bosom heaving with 
heaven-imparted and new-bom desires for saving 
mercy through the merits of Jesus Christ, they 
wil] then exult over you with exceeding great 
joy, and, clapping their glad wings, will urge 
their way to heaven with emotions of rapturous 
delight, whilst they thus exclaim, "Satan has 
another vassal lost — Christ another subject won." 
Thus another soldier of the cross will be 
obtained, to " contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints," and another gem 
of incalculable worth added to the Saviour's 
regal, and mediatorial crown ! The writer adds 
this fervent prayer^-'' Saviour — Christ — and 
Lord ! thus with many sinners, let it be !" And 
a Triune Jehovah, through eternity, shall have 
all the honour and^lory. Ajuen. 



PART IV. 



CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 

In now terminating these remarks, we may 
observe that^ in reference to all the turbulent 
excitement and various contentions of the times 
in which we live, that all eventually will be 
overruled for good by Him who causeth the 
wrath of man to praise him, whilst the remainder 
of that wrath he restrains we cannot doubt 
That " the faith once delivered to the saints" 
will ultimately triumph over all the forms of 
error with which it has to contend, we are 
assured. And that the divisions of the Church 
will be finally healed, her corruptions corrected, 
and her contentions subside, not into the stag- 
nancy of moral death, or into the spiritless 
observance of humanly-invented ceremonies and 
anti-christian forms, but into the healthy and 
onward movement of a gentler, sweeter stream 
of life and love, we most firmly believe. And 
these convictions are to us a source of exquisite 
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consolation and confidence whilst girding on 
the harness, and exhorting others also to he 
" valiant for the truth." True, we hlush at the 
unfaithfulness to pure protestant principles of 
so many of the episcopal clergy — we are utterly 
confounded on witnessing the precipitate retreat 
towards popish principles and practices of so 
many mitred prelates and ordained preshyters 
in the Anglican Protestant Estahlishment, who 
nevertheless still boastingly continue to make 
the insane avowal, that they alone belong to 
that privileged order of ministers who are " quite 
sure" that they are "the only true successors 
of the Apostles!" Yet, blessed be God, all have 
not yet bowed down to Baal. And we believe 
that the day will surely come, in the future 
history of the Church, when all reflecting and 
pious minds will wonder at the monomania of the 
men who, on such frail and untenable grounds, 
(as have been examined) could urge their ques- 
tionable claims to the deferential regard of all 
Christendom, as the empty boast of supposed true 
apostolical descent involves, whilst they will 
equally wonder that there ever were any sane or 
sensible christian men who could have sufficient 
credulity to entertain, for a single moment, those 
dogmas and delusions respecting sacramental 
efficacy, and other topics akin to them, which 
now so engross and lead astray the minds of 
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many men. For of all the pitiable drivellings of 
our modern school of pseudo-divinity and hyper 
ecclesiastical polity — a school more distin- 
guished than any other for the union of super- 
stitious veneration for antiquity, with insolent 
and arrogant assumption of priestly superiority 
and sacredness — none can match in frothiness 
and effrontery that principle which, coolly im- 
pugning the sufficiency of Holy Scripture, 
forthwith proceeds to attempt to drive the public 
mind to a reception of its own dried dogmas 
and semi-popish chaff, as the only food on which 
men's souls should live, and which, they tell us, 
is the " only authorized" aliment appointed by 
God himself, through apostolical transmission, 
for the nourishment and spiritual sustenance of 
craving millions of mankind in these protestant 
realms ! 

Now whilst we hear all this, and are com- 
pelled to contend against all this, we are grieved 
at the warfare in which the Church of Christ is 
at this day thus painfully involved, and sigh for 
the repose awaiting her in the latter day glory, 
and in heaven. And yet, ever and anon, we 
feel it to be our duty to come forth from our 
pastoral retreat and, as true soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, and the sworn enemies of error in all its 
forms, to oppose the aggressions and inroads of 
the Papacy, the destructive principles of an 

H 2 
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avowed or semi -infidelity, and the no less 
dangerous but infinitely more specious soul- 
destroying heresies and intolerant assumptions 
of ill-disguised popish Puseyism (which is only 
Popery sublimated and etherealized), the parti- 
zans and abettors of which, are making a grand 
struggle for the dominant establishment of an 
exclusive spiritual hierarchy in this country. 
And though, in their daring attempts, they are 
aiming to wield the prerogatives of the Great 
Head of the Church — to give utterance to the 
anathemas — to grasp the thunders and direct the 
lightnings of heaven — though seeking to invest 
human beings in the name of " priests" with 
spiritual, with mystic, with fearful attributes^ 
yet we trust that He which sitteth in the heaven 
shall laugh at them — the Lord shall have them 
in derision. Still, still it is a fearful crisis, 
through which truth and the church are now 
passing. For the present controversy is a trial, 
on the part of the Oxford divines, for the mas- 
tery of liberty of opinion and the right of 
private judgment. All that the Church of God 
holds dear is fearfully endangered. The begin- 
ning of this controversy commenced in insolent 
and arrogant assumption, and its end (if suc- 
cessful) would be the prostration of men*s 
minds, and the surrender of their liberties at the 
feet of a tyrannical and antichristian priesthood. 
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If PusEYisM were to prevail, Protestant truth 
would have to flee out of the land, and the light 
we enjoy would soon be exchanged for papal 
darkness. Yet nothing daunted, and conscious 
of the certainty of Truth's final success, let us 
continue, through evil report and through good 
report, to contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. The struggle may be, 
or it may not be, long protracted and painful,. 
for some may yet have nobly to suffer, for the 
cause of God ; nevertheless victory shall at last 
crown the efforts of men of God and the uncom- 
promising advocates and confessors of scripture 
truth and genuine Protestantism.* 



* To some, the above sentiment may sound somewhat 
like the language of a timid spirit, and a yisionary 
alarmist. But the Author perceives that his long-che- 
rished views, and present forebodings, are now fully 
borne out by the expressed opinions of men of lofty 
intellect, vigorous faith, and undoubted courage. As an 
illustrative and corroborative testimony, let the reader 
peruse the following eloquent and empassioned passage, 
extracted from the pages of the philosophical and mas- 
terly work, '< The Martyr of Erromanga." 

In the fourteenth, and concluding letter, addressed 
'' To the Churches of Great Britain, Ireland, and 
America," the Rev. Dr. Campbell thus writes : — 

'* Brethren of England and America ! Christians, 
Protestants, Friends of Missions in all lands ! It is high 
time to awake out of sleep ! The trumpet of darkness 

H 2 
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The day will again brighten, the clouds and 
the tempests which now hover over the ark of 
God shall be dissipated. Through the certain, 
because promised blessing of God, on the noble 
and self-denying labours of our various missicm- 
ary bands in every part of the world, and the 
faithfulness and zeal of Christ's ministers and 
people in England, on the Continent, and in 



* Institution for the Propagation, &c., Preliminary 
Observations, page 3. 
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has sounded, and the Papal world, so long dead, is rising 
again. The French * Institution for the Propagation of 
the Faith,' and the Catholic Institute of Great Britain/ 
are hut the nascent flames of mighty fires, which are 
smouldering in the hearts of many nations. The former 
is the idol of the (Popish) bishops of France, and is fast 
spreading over other countries, while * the sovereign |f 

Pontiffs have opened for it the treasury of indulgenoiee, 
which they have extended to all the faithful who shaU 
receive it among them, in whatever part of the worid 
they may reside.'* The conditions of membership are, 
a pater and an ave, morning and evening, adding each 
time this invocation, * St. Francis Xauier, pray for U9 ; * 
and * an alms for the Missions* of at least one halfpenny 
every week. This Institution has, it seems, already done 
great things; hut it is expected to accomplish objecta 
incalculably greater. It is expected to rectify all Pro- 
testant disorders, both in Europe and America ; to coun- 
teract the pernicious effects of Protestant Missions in 
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America— the mists and thickening exhalations 
of semi-popery shall vanish away — the darkness 
of heathenism shall retire^ and the pale crescent 
of the false prophet shall become more and 
more dim^ before the brightening effulgence of 



foreign lands,* to pat down the Bible Society, and to fill 
the earth with faithful adherents to the Church of Rome. 

*' Brethren ! this throws fresh light upon your path, 
and points out the necessities, not only of adopting a 
new course, but of providing yourselves with new armour. 
You wiU ASSUREDLY he COMPELLED to fight over again 
THE Battle of the Reformation, not tit Europe on/y, 
hui under eyerit sky ! How fearful is the war which 
you are now called to wage ! Idolatry, Mahomedanism, 
Popery, and various corruptions of Christianity, fill the 
world, and are banded against you. How glorious, then, 
is the enterprize ! It is worthy of angels ! For God you 
fight, and God is with you! Your ultimate success is 
certain. As sure as the Mediator reigns, so sure will be 
your victory. These mighty foes will all be routed and 
annihilated ! The Lord of Hosts is with you, the battle 
is his ! Sublime distinction ! Celestial vocation ! Oh ! 
awake to its dignity and glory, and acquit yourselves as 
the sons of the living God, and the servants of Him who 
is Kino of Kings, and Lord of Lords !" 



♦ Is not the recent forcible seizure of Tahiti by the 
French the incipient development of the deeply -laid plots 
of the Papists to eradicate Protestant Missions from the 
islands of the South Seas ? 
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the Sun of righteousness — the idolatry of the 
crucifix shall give way to the pure and simple^ 
the benign and spiritual worship of New Test- 
ament Christianity, as embodied and vitalized 
in the doctrines of the cross. Formalism 
unmeaning and unscriptural ceremony, and 
semi-popery in protestant communities, shall 
be purged out of the churches of Christendom^ 
and flee away before the truth as it is in Jesus, 
by a more liberal infusion of the distinguishing 
doctrines of grace connected, and operating 
with, the potent influence of a more simple and 
less sophisticated faith, than either Popery or 
Puseyism present. 

Eventually, Truth shall triumph over all 
Error, whilst the faith, as once delivered to the 
saints (and not the dogmas of the Fathers, nor 
the puerilities of Puseyism), shall be embodied 
uncorrupt in the creed, enshrined in the hearty 
and exemplified in the worship, life, and prac- 
tice of the then united, and holy catholic Church 
of Jesus Christ. Animated, then, by these glo- 
rious hopes, and borne onward by the force of 
these heavenly principles, let every faitliful 
minister of Christ of every evangelical denomi- 
nation, and every spiritual member of every 
truly christian church — love the faith — live in 
the faith — and earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered to the saints. " Where- 



FINAL APPEAL. 183 

fore, take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand.** 

Fellow Protestants — Suffer the word of 
parting and affectionate exhortation. If you 
would sigh with poignant pain, at the certain 
prospect, of having your civil and religious pri- 
vileges, injured or curtailed; if you would not 
consent to have the great doctrines of Scripture 
perverted ; if you would not have the paramount 
authority of your Bibles undervalued, and erring 
Fathers* dictates urged upon your acceptance; 
if you would not have those honoured and 
beloved advocates of truth, whom we have ever 
been accustomed to revere as the great Reformers 
of England, vilified, insulted, and wronged; if 
you cannot patiently endure to listen to those 
heterodox statements of Tractarians, which you 
have now beard; if you are unwilling that this 
christian land of Great Britain, which has for 
centuries been the bulwark of Protestantism, 
should now be " un-protesiantizedy as the 
Puseyite party at Oxford and elsewhere openly 
avow is their wish, and ultimate object; if you 
are truly desirous to transmit to posterity undi- 
minished, unimpaired, your civil rights as citi- 
zens and sacred rights as christians; if you 
would still clasp to your bosoms, the precious 
blessings of the pure gospel which you have 
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hitherto possessed and enjoyed ; if yon do not 
wish to see that progress of truth and holiness, 
religion and virtue, both in and out of the 
Establishment, checked, and that bledsing of 
God, which has descended in copious showers 
for the last half century, suspended and with- 
drawn, leaving us under a sky that is iron, and 
with a soil beneath our feet inflexible as brass; 
if you would still see this protestant country of 
good Old England the glory of all lands, and 
the almoner of Heaven's best gifts of salvation 
to a perishing world — then, if you wish all 
this, BE FAII HFUL. BE TRUE to thosb 

GREAT PRINCIPLES, WHICH AS PrOTESTANTS TOU 
HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO PRIZE — TO LOVE — AND 

TO REVERE— cost the protest and adhesion what 
it may — and denounce the opposites boldly 
and unhesitatingly, as heterodox, papistical^ 
and destructive, wherever, however, or by whom- 
soever, these opposites may be covertly or 
openly maintained. Thus shall you effectively 
and earnestly contend for the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints. *' Stand fast, therefore 
in one spirit with one mind, striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel. And in nothing 
terrified by your adversaiies: which to them is 
an evident token of perdition, but to you of 
salvation, and that of God. For unto you it is 
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
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in him, but [perhaps, if Puseyism and Roman- 
ism ere long should temporarily triumph, which 
may God of his infinite mercy prevent] but 
also to suffer for his sake." 

Amidst all your religious controversies, and 
polemical conflicts, then — exhibit the cross! 
but not materially. Exhibit the cross! not 
superstitiously nor papistically — but exhibit 
the cross! spiritually, doctrinally, evange- 
lically, and say, in dependence on the Holy 
Spirits promised, gracious aid, as did the 
Crusades—" BY THIS WE CONQUER." 
And to Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
shall be all the praise of the victory. Amen. — 
And let all the people say — Amen. 

" Therefore, my beloved brethren," in this 
great contention for Protestant Principles — 
namely, the paramount and sovereign claims 
of Inspiration over Tradition, and all merely 
human dictation — and the universal and ina- 
lienable right of private judgment, in opposition 
to priestly usurpation, and High-Church autho- 
rity, as well as in reference to all that regards 
the free profession, support, vindication, and 
universal propagation, of simple, unadulterated, 
evangelical doctrine — " the truth, as it is in 
Jesus" — "the faith, once delivered to the 
saints" — in all, and every thing, that in any 
way, or degree refers to these vital matters — 
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these momeDtous interests — "BE STEAD- 
FAST— UNMOVEABLE, ALWAYS ABOUNDING 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 
"Watch ye— STAND FAST IN THE 

FAITH — QUIT YE LIKE MEN — BE STRONG." 
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